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DEATH'S SUM MONS, 


AND THE 


SAINTS DUTY. 


Laid forth firſt ſummarily in a Sermon 
on 2. King. 20. 1. in the Cathedrall of S*.Pe- 
term EXETER, Jon. 24. 1638. at the (6- 


lemne Funerall of a well-deſerving 
C1T1ZEN. 


Since ſomewhat enlarged for the Common 
good; by Wirtiam SCLATER, Maſter 


of Arts, late Fellow of K1 ns s Colledye 
in CAMBRIDGE, now a Preacher 


of Gods Word in the City of 
EXETER 
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"La KE 12. 20, | 
Thow foole, this night thy Soule ſhall be required of thee. 


PROV. 27.1. & JAM. 4-13, 14+ 
Boaft not thy ſelfe of to merrow , for thou knoweſ# not what 


8 day may, briegforth. EN 


Quid cogitas te did victurum , cium m.diem habeas ſecu- 
rum? Clandiet Viexmontins P arifienſir, Taſtitur. ad Panitent. 
part 1. cap. 1. « OE. 
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To 
The Right W orſhipfull,Perz 
SAINTHILL of Bradnynch, 


Eſquire, one of the Maſters of His 


Majeſties Court of Chancery, 
Juſtice of Peace for the County of 
Devon, &c. an eminent exam- 
ple of Piety, and worth the 


happinefſe of Heaven 
and Earth. 


Much honored Sir, 
x8 Pr Fer I bad (thongh not with- 
WW out many modeſt reluctations, 
ex firſt, from within ) obteyned 
Y leave of my ſelfe , to make 
wICISEs thoſe thoughts , which have 
already, in ou part, paſſed, in a tranſient 

ſound, by the eares of ſome,legible, in a larger 
| Volume , by the eyes of many 3 I could not be- 
A'2 thinks 


FA 


OO ——  — —— 


' + Mir-» Peter 
Tayler. 


The Epiſtle WY 


thinke mee of a Nobler Patronage, than from 
your ſelfe ; a worthy , not more highly placed 

on -— Chill] of deſerved Eminence ; then 
7 your Name proclaimes you in your confhi- 
cnous,and devout practices )a moſt accompli- 


ſhed, and exemplary | Saint. ] 
[y engagements to that * good friend 


_— I bave have not loft , only ſeene to be: 


yo before me to his heawen ) whoſe deceaſe 

ave an hint unto theſe ſlender , yet ( as my 
| Tore is) uſefull meditations , were ſuch ; as 
that, methought,T could not I effer my reſpe&ts 
to yeeld up with him, on a ſuddain,their laſt 
| Ghoſt ; 3 nor one grave to ſwallow both his 
' corpſe, and memory : T tooke therefore this 
| cue of opportunity,as,to teſtifie my reſpelive- 
| eſſe to bim , and tc thoſe ſurviving , who 
| moſt neerely related to him, ſo withall, to 
leave ſome publique monument of all gratitnd: 
| (moft worthy Sir ) to you; not more endeared 


rr nn es 


unto bim diſfolwed,.in bus life time , than rich | 


in many favors tomy ſelfe; which were there- 
ore the more Noble, and of higher value , for 


that, they utterly tranſ rended all deſerving- 


OL ESTY OY ED CE > ——_ 


neſſe i in me: ſhould I attempt on this occaſt on, | 
t 7 | 


3 OE 


= : Dedicatory. | 


to blazon the armes of your eximious worth, 
reſplendent in a Coate,(whoſe creſt muſt needs 
be glory ) embelliſhed by ſo various graces, 
(which , like the | * golden | borders of the |* car. 1.11. 
Spouſe, overlaid} with 0; ler, | having 
the [ beſt | ſedes | inwards, | in a clo ſe integri- 
ty; ſet you beyond the reach of flattery , or 
the ſhock of envy; ) alas ! the beſt Heraldry 
of mine eloquence would here be poſed; and 
in ſo copious,an full a theam my oratory quite 
langniſh under the povertie of but-apt expreſ- 
Fons : give me leave then to admire , what | 
I am not able by mine inſufficient quill, 10.006- | 
plifie enough in you : Let this ſuffice 3 your 
verie Name ſo well reſembledin your *aGions | , "EPI | 
| 
| 
[ 


bath made you a per rfe&} Mirror to the Weſt : ware [ now 
Lord ! what a bleſſed. proſpect isit £ thus | + 
to view preatueſſe,and goodneſſe, as righteouſ- 
neſſe and peace, toclaſpe each other or, lhe "HP 
Davids Palace , and Gods Tahernecls, | 
dwell © together , upon one Sion |! Gay ON, | *Pſul. 132, 12, 
Noble Sir,to credit your Conntrey, ( the hve "_ 
whereof is like the orient rayes of the brighteſt 
Taper of the Firnmament mverſally diſplay- 
ed upon you) by your worthy undertakings : 


A 3 _— —}]. 
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E Maitth. Fo 9. 


© Rom. 15, 13 


iRev.$. 3, 4. 


* Gal.6. 9. 


lt. Tim. 6-11. 
m 171, 5.17. 


* Matth. 7. 6. 
" Zo Cor. 4 4. 


P 2. Cree 7. 
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. | Devotion aſcends 


The Epiſtle 


perſeſt couragionſly to be, not more a promo- 
ter, than ( as you have long beene) a © maker 
of peace and amity , it ſhall winne you ' peace 
of ſoule, and carry you upon the wings of 
honour, as another Noahs Dove, to the Arke 
of that happineſſe, into which the © Prince of 
peace bimſelfe ſhall ® receizre you ( out of a 
troubleſome and ſtormy world) by the armes 
of bis mercy : Continue ſtill to make your 
Houſe a Temple , where the dayly incenſe of 
as a rich perfume 
( ſweetened by the * Angell of Gods pre- 


ſence ) unto Heaven ; and where each 


tongue to me ſeemed as a ſeverall Organ, to 


ſound out Gods praiſes. Be not * weary to 
daigne countenance and encouragement to 
the ' men of God, who ® labour in the 
Word and DoGtrine : Loe ! we need ſuch 


Patrones to ſupport #s under the unwor- 


thy affronts of carnall and beſotted earth- 


wormes, who ſleight and under-value even 


the " Pearles of Heaven it ſelfe , becauſe | 


( which 3s their groſſe ſtupidity and ® blind- 


neſſe ) brought to them by us but in ? ear- | 
| then weſſells. 


This 


TO I 0 On" 07 LF 


Dedicatory. | 


This poore piece of my Labours, ( in the 
Lords great * Harveſt ) humbly proſtrates 
it ſelfe, to be ſhrowded under the wings of 
your favour ; vonchſaſe to cover it by them ; 
it ſhall, under ſuch a protection, ſlight the 
meagre aſpets of any , whether: malecon- 
tented, or malevolent diſpoſitions. 

The Sermon was, at firſt indeed, in Prea- 
ching , but as that * little Cloud, like to a 
mans hand, ſeene by Elijahs ſervant fron 


the top of Mount Carmel ; but it's now| 
ſwollen , and womb d-out into a bigger one ; 
from whence, if but ſome few drops diſtill, to 
refreſh the Lords * iuheritance , I ſhall re- 
Joyce in that good God of mine, who hath 
thus farre * enabled me, after my " meaſure, 
for his weighty ſerwice. 

Nothing remaie-s, but that I earneſtly im- 


plore the full bleſſings of Geds both hands 


to be powred upon you ; and, with you, upons 
your wertuous Conſort and Familie ; and 
that the *G:d of peace, who brought a- 
gaine from the dead our Lord JESus, 
that great Shepherd of the Sheepe, 
through the blood of the everlaſting Coue-| 
nant, 


— —  — — 


1 Matth. 9. 37- 


+ King. 18. p 


'Pſal, 68, 9. 


"3. 7508. 3012. 
n Row. 12 eP 


G Pe. 12, 20, 
21, 


The Epiſtle, &c. 


to doe his will ; working in you that which 1s 


well-pleaſing .in his ſight ; through Jeſus 


Chriſt , 'to whom be glory, for ever andewer, 
Amen. | . 


Your moſt true honourer,in my 
thankef.il! obſeryances, much 
devoted, 


Exos, 12. Febr, 
1639, William $clater. 
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pt 
nant , make you perfe&t in every good work, 
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DEATHS 


AND 
THE SAINTS 
DUTTIE. 


2KinGs 20. 1. 


In thoſe dayes was Hezekiab ſick unto death, 
and the Prophet Iſaiah, the ſon of hom 
came to him,and ſaid unto him, Thus ſaith 


the Lord, ſet thine houſe in order, for thou 
ſhalt dye, and not live. 


bieiis in die ſow, $:Arh like to 
) King Saiomons apple of 
9 gold in his picture of {il- 
B ver, a word ſpoken in due 


* ſeaſon: and as that golden applc artifi- 


SUMMONS, 


_ rally 


—— => > ——— — 


1 Pyoy.2502 1, 


_ —— — 


Deaths Summons, and, | 


cially ſet within that hollow ſilver globe, 
when phced againſt the orient brightnes 
of the Sun, did thorow that chryRall 
glaſle taſtenedin the globe before it, at- 
tract beholders delightſomely to view 
the beautie, and the ſplendor of it ; fo 
may this word, {o opportune and ſeaſona- 
ble, raiſe up your 1erious thoughts unto 
its obſervation : And for that I find this 
ſtorie of Hezekiahs ſickneſſeno lefſe than 
thrice reported, wiz. in 2 Chron. 32. 24. 
in Iſa. 38. I. and here in this Text : and 
ingeminations,or redoublings of the ſame 
things in the Scriptures, being no vaine 
tautologies,but the ſtronger arguments to 
erſwade our notice, for this 1t doth pro- 
merit alſo, if not chalenge your belt ar- 
tention. 
We have, in the words read, two gene- 
rall parts. 
1 Hezekgabs ſickneſlc : 
and 
2 Iſaiahs viſit: or, 
The Kings evill ; and the Prophets 


charge, orcommiſſion to him, under. that | 
evill : 


OO ——. 
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The Saints Dunie.. 


evill : cach of thele againe are amplified 
by ſeverall circumſtances : 1 Of the per- 
ſon ſick, Hezekzah, a King, and hee not 
more great than good. 2 Of the diſeaſe 
it ſelte, egrotawit, he was ſick. 43 The ex- 
tremitie, or the danger of that diſeaſe, it 
was mortall and deadly, egrotavit (letha- 
liter) he was ſick untodeath. 4 Of the 
time when, in diebxs illzs, in thole dayes : 
In thoſe dayes was Hezekiah ſick unto 
death. Thus for the firſt generall. 

In the ſecond alſo we have many parti- 
culars to be noted; as, 1 The perſon 
comming to viſit the fick Prince ;.and he 
deſcribed to us-a three-fold way. 1 By 
his name, Iſaiah, 2 By his funGtion, a Pro- 
phet. 3 By his pedegree, or birth;the ſon 
of Amoz,who was delcended,as ſome lay, 
of the blood royall it felfe : The Prophet, 
Iſaiah, the ſon of Amoz. Here is the viſit it 
lelfe, He came to him. 3 His employment, 
when come, a punctuall deliverie of his 
meſlage, or commiſſion trom the Lord; 
which 1s deſcribed to us in a verie Rheto- 
ricall way. 1 Formally, He ſaid unto hint, 

B 2 thus 


— 


* 2$411.6.16. 


Deaths Summons, and, 


thus ſaith the Lord. 2 Materially,and this 
three wayes. 1 7) on, Poſitively, Mori- 
ers, Thou ſhalttlye. 2 4 apon, Negative- 
ly, to cut oft all hopes of a further pro- 
ropation, ac tor vives, and not live. Laſt- 
ly, o; oa Iveouv, by a {erious exhortation, 
what in this deſpcrate condition he would 
adviſe the King ſolemnly, and without 
delay, readily to reſolye upon ; and that 
is to make his will, to ſet his houſe in or- 
der, e'rea ſudden ſtroke of death ſhould 
ſcize him : © Hezekzab, liſten unto me thy 
Prophet, ſet thine houſe in order, for thou 
alt dye, and not live. 

Thefe arethe parts ; the pteſent mea- 
ſures of my Sermon, and your Chriſtian 
patience, which yet I ſhall be forced to 
pace over, as King Dawrd did before the 
Ark, © 2 Sam.6.16. in a manner without 
ſtay, leaping : and for that they be lo ma- 
ny in number, I ſhall doe as your La- 
pidaries of rich jewels are wont , only 
ſhew them to you in a glance, or curſorie 
ſight, and ſo pur them up againe. The 
lame hand that gave the opportunitie, 

vouchlatc 


tm lth. ” RE 9 th 
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vouchſafe to give ſucceſle to this bulines. 


In thoſe dayes was Hezekzab ſick unto death, 
&c. 

The perſon that leads me by the hand 
to my firſt diſcourſe, is Hezekiah ; who 
was both a mightie, ani withall, a godly 
Prince ; his greatneſle and his coodnefſe, 
like Davids palace, and Gods Taberna- 
cle,dwelt both together on mount *Sion; 
or like to Jonathan and David, they were 
lovely and pleaſant in their hives. and in 


their deaths they were not divided ; or | 


like to Ezechiels * wheels, and the livin 

creatures, which were both lifted up from 
the earth (together) : of his honour, 0- 
pulencie, and exceeding riches, we have a 
large record, © 2 Chron. 32-27- and of his | 
pietie and ooodnefle, | 2 King. 18. 3,5. 

He did all that which was right in the 


ſight of the Lord, according to all that | 


Dawid his frker did, he clave to the 
Lord, to that after wa was nonelike him 
among all the Kings of Judah, nor any 


that were before him : beſides, we have al 
{et commendation of him in Syracades, 


B 3 8 Ecclus. 


» See Pal. 
132,43,14 


2 Sam.1.23. 
Y Exc%1.21 . 


* 2 Chro.32.27. 


2 King.1s. 
JF. 


————————— 


""* 


$ Ecclus. 48 17. 


» Pſal.$2.6, 

* Sec Dr. Sclam 
ter, my father, 
Serm., at the 
Aſſiſes at Tan- 
ton,Edzt.1616. 
þ-8. upon that 
Text. 


]' Rev4.lo. 


———— 
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8 Ecclx5. 48. 17. Yet neither could the 
ghttering of his Diadem, or the wealth 
in all his ſtore-houſes, or all the honor he 
had before the people, exempt him from 
the common fate of all men : as Death 
15 faid to be to Nature, which {till deſires 
to preſerve it {elf in being from deſtructi- 
on, (which appeares in creatures meerly 
ſenſirive, as the Beaver, to prelerve his life, 
bites off his cods and leaves them as the 
prey to themthat chaſe him) as Death, I 
ſay, 15 unto Nature; 7 Pdoepas pit, 
the King of feares, ſo is it allo the feare of 
Kings : great ones be indeed as Gods, 
" Pſal.82.6. by © deputation and by au- 
thoritie delegated trom on high, but it is 
all but tanquam lumina illuminata, as $. Au- 
in and Lyra interpret,ſo only by partici- 
pation, as the ſtars are lighted from the 
chicte taper of the Sun ; all earthly Maje- 
{tie being but a ray of that which is omni- 
potent,and independant above in heaven; 
even (there) all crownsare caſt before the 
Throneof God, * Apoc. 4.10. how much 


more mult they be {o here below ? there- 
fore 


OD 


T_T Oo ee 
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fore it is added in the Plalme, that they 
ſhall (die) like men : indeed it 15 true, as 
* Agapetus told the great Fuſtinian , that 


£Zouria F azwat@y, m the right and enu- 
nencie of dignitic they reſemble God, be- | 


ing clad (toborrow * Davids phrale )with 
majcſtie and honour, before the people, 
their loyall {ubjects z yet goa 7 CountE 3 


in the ſubſtance, and the compoſition of 


their bodies, of the ſame materials with 
meaneſtmen ; fo thatit is certain,though 
they be gods with men, yet are they men 
with God, and come all under that one 
common doom, Cinis es, @ in cinerem ; 
Duſt thou art, and to duſt thou ſhalt re- 
turne, Gen. 3.19. 

Heare this then, 6 all ye gilded pot- 
ſherds of the carth, ye great ones all, I 
meane, that would faine neſtle in the 
clouds, and in your ſoaring thoughts,with 
that proud Perſian Sapor, write brother 
to the Sun and Moone, and like thoſe 
twelve great Czfars, divide the monetfis 
betweene your ſelves, ſingigg to-your be- 
guiled foules, as that Atheiſt in'the Go- 

ſpell, 


* Azapet 13 in 
Paren. ad 7- 
ſtiniau, 


| k P[.93.1, 


_ ee, 


' Gen.3.19: 
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" Pſal.144-4+ 

0 My Lord the 
peerleſſe Biſhop 
of Exeter, in bus 
Charafter of 
man, p33» 
Edit:1 635. 

? Pſal.39 5,6. 


1 -- #08 JJ ol 
wvet (Aupemi- 


Hom. 1. 4+ 
de oculis Aga- 
memnoilis irdtis 
& pauls poſt, 
o roCapts, (uv ” 
vos) 3pppud]” &- 
207--ib, 


* Anios 5.4. 
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ſpell,” Soul take thy reſt for many years; 
lo ! thy cofters are full crammed with gol- 
den ingots, thy barns and territories 
grown wider,and be enlarged: vain man! 
Truly faith the Prophet,” Pſal.14.4.4. Mar 
1s like to vanitie, or, as * one molt divinely 
doth invert the {entence, Vanitie is better 
like to man, for verily everic man living is 
altogether vamtie. Selah.” Pſal. 39.5, 6. 
yea, andthat too in his verie beſt eſtate : 


that dwell in the mourh of eminence, 


grinding the faces of the poore thereby, 


| thunder in your words, lightening in your 


looks ; ſtay a while, and this bladder ſhall 
burſtanon, and as a wall that (wels before 
itfall, ſo ſhall your pride bring you all 
down aslow as duſt, and if impenitent, as 
Hell: what though yee dwell in Cedar, 
ſtretch your felves,as Amos ſpeaks,on beds 
of * orice, and carric your houſes over 
your heads as fna1ls, painting the earth as 
yougo,with your filver ſlime: alas! what's 
all this to purpole? if death bue (purnup- 
on you, yee are all cruſhed inſtantly into 


Be yee 1nyour vain imagination as teeth, | 


worms | 


— 


— 
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worms meat, and muſt ſhortly become 


| provant for crawling Creatures to revell 


with in the grave: tis not Belſhazzar's 
greatneſſe, that can keepe him from, or 
rid him ofa fit of * trembling,where once 
the handwriting on the wall had ſtartled 
him amidſt his cups ; nor the vainglori- 
ouſneſle of, an haughty Herod, that could 
exempt him from the ſtroke of a deſtroy- 
ing Angell, or make him other, then 
a ©lowzy god : no nor the bigmouth'd 
oſtentation of that peereleſſe prodige of 
pride, great Nebuchadnezzar, keep him 
from the ſociety of an * oxe that cateth 
hay;ſo beſotted was he in his intellectuals, 
that for quality,and diſpoſition, through 
the predominacy of his owne melancho- 
lique humour in him ; that though he had 

rhaps the forme, and figure, yet he had 
altogether loſt the reaſon of a man : In 
a word, as that little ſtone in Daniel, cut 
out of the mountaine * without hands, 
brake in peeces the yron, the brafle, the 
ſilver, and the gold, in that great image 
of the fame mighty Babylonian ; by 


C which| _ 


—— 


| 
' Dan.5.6. | 


AFR.12-23. 


*B?*. Morton,c. 
13.ſect.5.p.252+ 
grand impoſture 
ed;7.1628, *ex 
Herodes Agrip- 
pa, ſub claud;o; 
Facobum inter- 
fe cit, ques & ipſe 
mon multo 
(phthirzz ſi) pe- 
rit Joh. Carri 
0n, Chron in | 
claadio, l. 3.p.-. 
234. & 228. e- 
aift.1 584 in 8 
confer. Euſeb. l. 
2.c. 10. Hiſtor. 
eccleſiaſt keepla- 
ena in vita for- 
moſt, de Armul- 
the Imperatore. 
"Dan.4.. 33. 
"Dan.2.45. 


| 


IO 


' Y Hierom ad 


Euftoch. 

* Sulpit. Sever. 
l. 2. ſac. Hiſt. p. 
93-in 8%.cum 
Drufie. & Bay- 
rad.l.3.0.4 P95. 
& 1.6, £.2.Þ. >. 
282, concord: 
Evans. 


"Matt.2. 11+ 


bP/l.72.10, & 
68, 29, 
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4 


which is meant,in myſtcry,Cfaith ?Hzerom, 
*Sulpitins ſeverns, and other greatly lear- 
ned, Jour Lord and King Chriſt Feſus,who, 
as that ſtone was cut out of the moun- 
taincs without hands, was borne of a pure 
virgine, without contamination , or 
deflowring ; whoſhall, when inſtalled to 
his {pirituall throne and Kingdome,cruſh 
and (hiver into nothing all the foure great 
monarchies of the world , Aſſyrian, Perſe- 


an, Grecian, Roman, and make all Kings | 


age of 


and nations of the earth, as the * Ma 
Eaſt did at his birth in Bethlem: ,bring *pre- 
ſents to him and to bow before him, that 
1s, he ſhall make all ſcepters int world 
to ſtoop to his one Scepter of the Goſpel], 
in token of ſubmiſſion , homage and obe- 
dience, in like fort ſhall all potency and 
greatneſleunder heaven be forced at laſt 
to yeeld to thoſe hisinſtruments of fubju- 
gation, either ſicknefle, or death,or both: 
Loe here, and ſec,cven Hezekiab, though 
a mighty anda wealthy Prince, yet could 
not wave off ſickneſſe; no,nor much time, 
Death; fo ſayth my text , Hezekiah, 
though 


. 


_ The Saints Dune. 
chough a mighty King , was Sicke. 


Now as Hezekzah's greatnes could rot | 


exempt him, ſo neither could his goodnes, 
for howbeit he were as eminent ingrace,as 
rich in outward pompe & glory, yet fayth 
my text evenhe was(lick: )It's true indeed 
that Hezekzah's graces, though ſometimes 
they might ſeem ſick,to be weak and lan- 


guiſh,as the Angel of the Church in Sardis | 


had,in regard of uſe & exerciſe, his graces 
almoſt ready for to *dye within him; 
for which cauſe Saint John excites him to 
ſtengthen,bymore vigorous employment, 
that life which yet remained in him ; yet 
his ( body). that was, as the * Tabernacle 
of teſtimony, with imbroyderies and 
works of divers colours', adorned with 
thoſe eximious ornaments of grace ( that) 
muſt ſtoope,not unto licknes only, but to 
death -turcly it's true even the beſt men, 
(tor caſtigation,or at leaſt probation) are 
expoſed to thele outward milſeryes, and 
calamitycs as well as others ; and by what 
we can diſcerne without, we can deſcry 
no {urejudgement of their mutuall tuture 


© 4% bliſle 


*Rev.z.2. 


*Exod.26.1.2j- 
ae Granatens:t5 
3 *conci0: de 
Tenpore,conc: 
1: Dominiga poſt 
aſcens: p,4t3zin 
8 Latin. 


—_— 


* 


P Ge. 48.1 3,14. | 
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blifſe or woe © Eccleſ. 9. 1. Thele out- 
ward things , fayth Solomon, come a like 
toall , though 1t be true not to all a like; 
for either in the cauſe or in the end, or in 
theuſe and carriage under them ; in theſe 
( modifications ) here is indeed a difte- 
rence , not in the things themſelves : yea 
if wee judge only after the appearance ; 
and not as weare commanded, * righteous 
judgement ; then we ſhall ſoon ſubſcribe 
to that etymology of Chriftianys, to be 
quaſs Crucianns,to come from Crux,as well 
as Chriſtus the Hebrew letter n (tau) in 
the figure of the Crofſe was that which 
Ezekiel with his pen and inkhorn * ( mar- 
ked) the choſen peeces of ele&ion under 
the oldlaw, with Ezek. 9. 4. and old Ja- 
cob when on his death-bed he bleſſed the 
{ons of Joſeph, Manaſſes and Ephraim,Gen. 
48. 13. 14. is noted by Gods (ſpirit to 
have *( croſſed ) his hands of purpoſe, 
thereby to note,ſay ſome, that either all 
bleſſings. of this life have their mixture in 
them of ſure * crofſes; as Chriſt is ſaid to 
have had wine offered him, but ſuch wine 


as 


| [ones, and we receive it as the badge of 


- 


therein ; the Jews reckon up ten ſeverall 
afflictions, that even Abraham ( the ® Fa- 
ther of the faithful ) met withall ; in all 
the Plalms of David, yee have nigh as ma- 
ny hear(e-like ayres, as carols; and for us 
Chriſtians now, wholſees not the ® bleſſing 
of the new Teſtament to conſiſt almoſt 
in croſſes ? which yet carrieth the grea- 


on of Gods favor ; for which cauſe we ſee 
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as was mingled with *myrrh, which is of 
an harſh and uncouth taſte ; orelle that 

the whole vertue ofa parents benediction 
was alone and only from the ( crofle ) of 
Chriſt ; for it is only the blood of his 


crofſe that made heaven at peace with 


ky 


* Mars Iy.23, 


man, 'Col. 1.20. all the partriarchs of the | 'co1:0. 


firſt Teſtament had therefore their ſhare 


ter benedition and the clearer Revelati- 
it's ſet before the Alphabet of our little 


of our enſtalment into the Church of 
| Chriſt at our Baptiſme , i# loco pudorzs, in 
' our foreheads, to denote our unaſhamed- 
neſle of the maſter we fight for : the very 


new-born babe with his firſt noiſe exprel- 
C 3 ſeth 


*Rom-4+ 1. 


"My Lord Ve- 
culamyBſſay 5. 


-- 


Pee ES 


14 
0 Infans 4 20K 
fando. 


tur FAamen pros 
pheta. 
q Fob $»7+ 


'Gen.35,18. 
'1ſt.63z3+ 


2 Tilth. 213+ 


O TJndge Tz I7. 


*" Matt.1 1,29. 


Y Col.1,24- 


1 Revilt, og. 


?Nndum loqu:- 


| 
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ſeth, ere yethe isable to ® ſpeake, a ? pro- 

hecy of his fucceding miſery ; to which a 
man,faythFob is bornas naturally parks, 
by realon of their innate levity , fly up- 
wards, every man living being like to Ra- 
chel's younger {onne, born a" Ben-oni, a 
fonne of {orrow : 1n a word,our Lord and 


Maſter Chriſt hath trodden a full ſwine- 


preſſe of woe before us,if we be his © ſoul- 
diers(as if truely his members, we all are) 
then as Gzdeon-{aid tohis,aswe ſechim dee; 
ſo muſt we do *likewiſe ; for that's his 
word, learnof 'me; lo! he hath takenoff 
the full cup, there are left for us onely the 
Ta v5epmpara, lome few ? remainders, as 
a {mack alone. Col. 1. 24. And indeed 
what are we better then monſters in Chri- 
ſtianity.z if we who pretend to be Chriſts 
members,ſhould be ſo miſhapen, as not to 
hold proportion with him our head 2 He 
1s a monſter in nature ; who hath the head 
of a Serpent, and the body of a man ; and 
he 18a monſter in Chriſtian ty who hath 
the * old ſerpent the devill, as his head to 
guide him ; and yet the body ofa Chri- 


ſtian, 


— 
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ſtian inſhew before men as Saint *Berrard 
tels us : Now weall know that as the 1(- 
raelites, Gods old people paſſed through a 
® red-ſea ere they came to their Canaan, 
ſo Chriſt went by his crofſe , and by his 
blood, unto his Crown and glory. ©Da- 
ſtards that weare, thus to giveout, and 
to be cowed in our following {o glorious, 
ſo victorious a Captaine 3 who hath in- 
deed promiſed usa Kingdome , but yet 
hath tyed the enjoying of it, to theuna- 
voydable condition of our firſtuffering 


RE 


never rcadin all the ſcriptures, that Chriſt 
in all his life time, ateany hony ;, but that 
he taſted of vinegar and of gall, the © gO- 
ſpell mentioneth; with (this )) his cruell 
toes would have drench'd him on the 
croſſe : indeed(afrer)his ReſurreCtion, we 
find that he did eate of a broyled fiſh, and 
| of an f honicombe, to wit , by way of di{- 
penſation & indulgency , (condeſcendin 

herein to the weakenelle of his diſciples 
fayth)though not of indigency & want,as 


with him in this life ; for which cauſe, we. 


A 


"Bernard f,25;& 


* Eod: 14. 


* Multtvolunt 
Chriſt um conſe. 
qui,ſed non ſe- 
quit, Bern. 


dz Tim, I, 1 


* Matt.2 7, 34- 


f Lute 2442. 


the Schoole diſtinguiſheth : but as Tertul- 


lian 


16 


eMatth.20,22. 
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lian obſerves it was, poſt fella favum, firſt 
the gall and then the honicombe ; his ſuf- 
ferings went before his comforts ; which 
was alſo noted , in the broyling of the 
fiſh he ate of, Piſces aſſus eſt Chriſtus paſ- 
ſas , ſay the Fathers; the broyling ſhe- 
wed his ſufterings paſt, the honicombe, 
his inſtant, yea and his future joyes ro 
Come. 

It's worth our notice, in what phraſe 
of {pecch, our Saviour puts the queſtion 
to the ſons of Zebede, that were it ſeems, 
of ſomewhat aclimbing Spirit,and looked 
more for that time being, after their tem- 
porall advancement-in Chriſt's outward 
Kingdome, ( which their weake mother 
fancied too much } then otherwiſe ; he 
puts the queſtion to them thus,®Matth.20. 
22. are yce able to be (baptiſed with the 
baptiſime, that I am baptiſed with? what 
Baptiſine 1sthis, that ourSavior here ſpeaks 
off? Surely, its ncither flumir5s nor flami- 
4s , that of water, nor that of the Spirit; 
but ſanguinis, of blood, of affliction and 
pertecutionin this world, therfore Chriſt's 


gar- 


a W 18 De, 
þ , 


4 % 
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garments are {aid to.be dyed trom Bozra, 
that is,iz Tyibnlatrane,(as" Philo Fudens in- 
terprets)and to be red , and ſtayned with 
blood, Iſa: 63. r, 2. 1adirect propheſie of 
his after ſufferings ': | >»Now therefore are 
theſe outward calamities compared to a 
Baptiſme-, ſaith -one, becauſe they let 
Gods (* marke) np9n his Church, as the 
firſt Baptiſme of water ſcales and marks 
her for his own :.. wherefore, what Simon 
ofCyrene was(*compelled)to do,wemult 
do(willingly, )carry/Chrift'scrofſe; forno 
croſle,no diſciple, ! no {uffering with him, 
no beingglorityed with him, "Ram. 8.17. 
For thiscaule ,:all Churchfſtoty ſhewes us, 
that the blood of perſecution hath al- 
waycs kept running in the veines of the 
Church otChriſifrom its fiurft "foundation; 
even from the blood, of righteons Abe/ 
to this day ; ſothat there can hardly be a 
truer - infcription, . wherewith, to mmcIr- 
tle fo-deſpiled acoyne,; as the Church ts, 


_ 1 


ther! that of Salomon', '* Cant. 2. 2. as tsa 
lilly among thornes, {os my love among 


—— 


tho Daubbiters; alilly (heeded, love-| 
| D 


_— y — "x 2 —— — 


"Philo judens, 
Me nominibres 
Hebratcis,Þags 
378. in patrun 
HK Egapt 6Cu- 
TIKG . 


i M' Goodwin 
f- 149. in by 
ld of light 
walking in dark 
neſſec. 13. ſet? 
2. 


_ Matt. 2”, 32. 


Luke 9.23. 


"Ro. $. 17, 


" Sarguine fun- 
data eft eccleſia, 
ſanguame crevir, 
ſanguane ſuccyye 
vit, ſanguine fi- 
ms erit. 


2Cant. 2.2, 


IS 
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| ly and amiable to behold!, : but alilly a- 
| mongthorns,therforeſure to be {cratched 
| 224. 12.6, | by adverſity : for whom God ? loves hee 
will certaigely"corre& and chaſten;. art 
thou weary ther of :Gods:love-tokens ? 
art thou aſhamed of Chriſt thy Captames 
badges? then long to want afflictions : 
| eliis 1s, {aith Saint: Peter, no new thiug | 
«1 P4.4-12. | that befals you, 4'r Peter 4.12: Lo! [lang 
fince 15 it', that the Dragon: drove the 
Church (our Mother)into the wildernes, 
and not (b-contented; ſends out. after her 
water asa flood to carry her away if poſſi- 
: $e2.12.6 | ble,and to.drown her in it,*Apoe,12.6-and 
Ha 15 viz inthe flood ofreproches,flahders; 
| diſgraces , alb afflictions. : To ſhut up this | ? 
point, (for howeafy were it to be infinite 
| this way 2:)" S< Peter hath reſembled the 
122.252 | Church ofChriftunts living! ones, which 
| lying hererough in the quarry of this 16- 
| wer world, mui firſt be hewen by afthi- 
| Mon, tquared by repentance, cemented 
by love; and ſo poliſhed and fittedfor the | = 
| Church Trinmphant , the Hieruſalem 
' 64.426. | which is aboveandfree., . the Mother of | 


us 


pe mh, 
| 
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usall : Wherefore, let it no way trouble] 
us, though our garments here, like thoſe of 
the Kings daughter, in the Plalme, be of 

" needle worke, that is, (prickly, by affli- |. "= 
&ion, ſo we be, as ſhe, all glorious (\with- | © * 
in,) multi vident punCtiones, ſed non vident | "9:1 ee 
«Cones ; many fee our punctions, none | im oa 
\ but God diſcernes our ? unCtions ; this nr ore 
made-the ſtanders by to be amazed, to | pint tn, 
heare-Pawl and Sylas (finging ) praylesto | * 7obn. 27. 
therr God, though' m the middeſt of (fet- 
ters ;.) *AG.16. 25. All this laydto-|,, 
gether, makes me admire how fo great a is 
Scholat;.as the.Roman Champion Bellar- 
mine 'was, ſhouldin this particular point 
' [|Þ play the part of an ill Rhetorician(who 
1swont to place ſome of his ſtrongeſt ar- 
guments in the? cloſe of his{peech) as to |:p, .cuce (wr 
let this note (laſt ) after a large catalogue | 9dr 
before, as 4; certaine marke of the true | mruqwr, ur ad 


extremam 0ra- 


Church , *Tcmporall proſpeticy;: wheges | ;ionis parren, 
| C 


=A \ 


I 


que potentiſſi- 
ma gtyue opti* | 


7 ma in cauſſi ſuqt riſerventur quoninm extremum illud in auditorun anims nfixum | 
heret. Ludov. Granatenſ. qua ſupra conce 2. þ+ 447+ Mitio« 
© Pellavis libs 4. Henotis eccltſic, cap. 18, initiencta ity | 


, il, , F ' x { ; 
D 2 as | 


_— 


| 


0, Tum. 2 .2O, 


© 1[4-2.7.29,and 
Mal.3-3+ 


f2Cbr0.32-31- 


-| would 
often by afflitions. Beloved Chriſtians, 


| oareoffilver,' or the richer metall ; to 


| 


| him/, though-a deate Saint, by a ſpiritu- 


| would gladly 
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asthar is no-where leſſe to be found then 
there 3 for that precious veſlel of * honor 
ther ruſt, were it not {cowred 


our good God deales with us, inthis re- 
gard, asa refiner doth with his lumpe of 


putgeit from the drofſe, and fitit for his 
uſe, he caſts it firſt into the turnace ; ſo 
doth Almighty God his choſen ones, who 
(below, )are butas gold is in'tlic oare;has 
virig the drofſe of nauch corruption un-! 
mortified inthem; from which tho Lord 
by fickneſſe; or ſome ſuch like aftliftion, 
purge them & refine:them, 
ſo fitting and preparing them for his own 
uſe and plory ; by (this ) ſayth Eſay,ſhall 
the iniquity pf Facob be | purged :1] And 
thus we read even of this very good Ki 
Hezekjah, '2 Chre. 32. 31. that God 


all deſertion to himſelte, for ſome time, 
to ( know ) what was in his heart : that 
is, fayth _ , Hot that God meant 
hereby to informe himlelfe (for all things 


lye 


? 
F 
£ 
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lye open and naked to: the eyes of him, 
% Heb. 4. 13. ) but to make  Hezekiah 
know, that there was in his heart cor- 
ruption-enough , which ike a Jebuſite m 
Canaan (tis Saint Bernards compariton ) 
was not as yet wholly expelled from his 
inward coaſts.  '. And here agame in/ths 
text, whether for probation of his faith, as 
of " gold, or for caſtigation of ſome {peci- 
all delinquency, | he is permitted to be, 
as St Pam was by)his meſienger, * buttered 
with a diſcaſe of ſickneſfe; yea, though an 
* upright man , and highly in. Gods fa- 
vor : for ſo we read, In'thoſe dayes was 
Hezekiah , (a Prince: not more preat/; 
then good ) fſicke, ' ahd "that! unto 
Death. ith 819 F : .Q 1133. 

Now , for- application of this point , 
let me fay toall Gods true Children , as 
Saint Peter doth of the ' fiery tryall; my 
deare brethren, thinke not:this-ſtrange, 
as if fome new thing,when yee be afflicted, 
happened unto you ; for lo this is the ſu- 


dable portion of all that will live godly in 


D 3 Chriſt 


reſt. badge of Chriſtianity , the unavoy- 


"Zech.13-9. Alte 
rum mazget per- 
cuſſhnone, &* puer 
Ver ber atone » 
Ben Syra, mw- 
ral. ſentent 4.£ſt 
hoc ingenium 
aurigtit quo ma- 
845 Ulud mallev 


| didizcendo per- 


enſſe;is,e0 ma- 
£15 fulgeat ; ſic, 
Oc. Paulus Fa- 
£it4s, im expuſir. 
ibidom 2. Tim. 2, 
20, ele(Þi Voce 
tur | aurum.| 

i2 Cor. 12.7, 
"1/2. 38. 3. 

I 1 Pet. 4-1 2+ 
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*2 THM1.3-12. 
" Af. 9.16, 


o AA. F.41- 


v Tertwull: m A- 
pologet.c. 5+ 


44f. 28,22. 
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Chriſt Teſus ; yea, there is a neceſſity in 


" 2 Tim. 3. 12: This meditation made 
the primitive Saints to be ambitious of 
ſuch fufterings for the :cauſe of Chriſt; 
the Apoſtles ( *rezoyced) in it, as in the 
greateſt worth and honor, in the dayes'of 
perſecution, when thoſe ten bloody ty- 
rants-,. whereof Nero was the firſt ? dedi- 
cator, as Tertwllian cals him, the ring-lea- 
der to the reſt,, when Gliriſtanitie was 
nick-named a 4 {ect, and that ſe& every 
where ( ſpoken againſt, ) A8. 28. 22. 
when but to.name 'ones.ſelfe a Chriſtian, 
was: crime-enough . to be ſent 'unto the 


dungeon;, of the metal-mines , or the 


teeth of Lyons, and ſuch like other tor- 


'rwere to {ufter, that no.voyce was oftner 
heard then this ; Sum: CO ego Chriſtianus, 


«a Lord, that they, would | reliſt iniqui- 


"engaged their hearts. to Tec unto 
ty, 


7 


it; we ( muſt) ſuffer, {ayth Saint Pay , | 


ments; in theſe crimſon-coloured dayes, | 
your zealous Saints would fo far ſtrive, as 


And Lam allo a Chriſtian ;- {o: had they | 
then ( to botrow Jeremies expreſiion ) | 


bY 


- 
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ty,even unto the ſhedding of their blood. 


The. croſle we read, in followin 
times , was that which was by Chriſtian 
Princes difplayed in-their banners , and 
the figure thereof much preterred to' all 
other. pompous ſhewes what ever ; fo I 
"find that Conſtantine the great comman 
ded it, ( inſteadof his wonted Labarum, 
richly decked with pretious Diamonds, 
tobe carried before his ſouldiers.; as if, 
with the bleſſed Pax!, he had "gloryed 
innought-clſc,, fave'in the crofle of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. All theſe Saints well 
knew, that: this was the way to glory : 
they were notagnorant, that before God 
| reſied the ſeaventh diy] ho did firſt work 
ſix dayes;. ſo muſt we have our Hexame- 
ron of labor an&enduring, before we: may 
expect. our: Sabbatiſme and eternall reſt 
with Chriſt : But when we have thus 
ſuffered-firſt , we mayaſture our ſelves of 
no lefſe Crown, then of a' Kingdome in 
eternallglory, *2 Tim. 2. 12.'we ſce there 
1s but a letters difterence, 'nay but ana- 
ſpiration , between oxerart, © honorari, 
| : and | 
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* Gal. 6, 14. 
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* Mat.5.11,12. 


1 *Exod. 1-12 


| burthens did the Ifraclites, ſhould make 


| More,,exceeding and ecternall weight of 


Deaths Summons, and, 
and the ſame word 1n Hebrew fignityeth 
both a'burthen and bliſſe ; and the.-firſt 
Martyr under the goſpell wore a Crown 
in his name; for ? Stephen in the greek ſo 
ſignifyeth : and-ſurely, that may con- 
clude this point, the more we ſuffer for 
* righteoutneſle ſake (for'tis thecauſe, not 
the imart that makes the Martyr) the 
ampler, will: be our- glory ; Qui habet in 
bac wits multum crucis , habebit in alter? 
multum lucis : this meditation , as'the 


good Chriſtians torencreaſe the ( *more) 
in number; and as thoſe precious plants 8: 
{weet-lmelling :trees, though they 'bee 
cut in peeces and dryed, yet ſtill do re- | 
teine their ſweet and pleaſant ſent ; yea, 
doe keep within them more true peace of 
ſoule!, then a]l. the barren.and unſavery 
trees of wickednes,u their full lowers and 
bloſſomes can yecld out., being beaten 
and-ſcourged with a curſed conſcience: In 
a,word, our light affliction, which is but 
tor a moment , worketh for us a'fatre 


Bi glory 


a 
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| 


| new thing happenedunto you ; for loe ! 


| 


glory, *2 Cor. 4.1 7. yea, the ſufferings of 
this preſent time are not worthy to be 


compared with the glory which ſhall be 


revealed in us, *Royz. 8. 18. Wherefore, | «x0». s. 18. 


filence all recoyling paſſions, and repi- 
nings under Gods ſtrokes , whatſoever 
they be , and whenſocver they doe fall on 
thee ; ſee, ſfayrh Saint *Fames , thou haſt 
the Prophets, my brethren , who have 
ſpoken in the name of the Lord, for an 
enſample of ſuffering affliction and of pa- 
tience ; and behold, we count them ha 

py which endure: fo that truly faith Saint 
Peter , as yee heard but now, this is no 


Hezekjah , though a godly and a gracious 
Prince, was yet afflicted , he was ſicke, 
and that unto Death. 

And ſo I take my leave of Hezekiahs 
Perſon : and next I paſſe unto the con- 
ſideration of his diſeaſe, egrotavit, he was 
ficke : In thole dayes, was Hezekiah 
(ſicke. ) 

Agrotawit, he was ficke : what diſeaſe 
this was, that now ſo heavily betell him, 


E _— 


* Fam. 5.10. 11. 


© 1 Pgt. 4-12. 


The ſecond , 


part, 
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fEx0d. 9. 3. 


eDerut.28.21,22 


*Pſal. 91.5. 


i Num. 16.49. 


1s a qure made ; and the beſt learned do 
reſolve, that it was the very Plague it (elf; 
which they collect from verlc the 7* 
of this Chapter and from Iſz. 35, 21. 
where the prophct proves Phyſitian alto 
of the body, and bids them take a lumpe 
of figges, and lay it on the boylc , which 
done;he ſtreight recovered. 

Now for the quality of this diſcaſc, 
the Plague, (had I either time, or liſt to 
expatiate thereon.) I could eel you firſt 
what Phyſitians ſay of it; namely, that it 
1s an epidemicall feaver joyned with dead- 
ly contagion ; how ſcripture deſcribes it 
intermes of greateſt terrour; comparing 
it ſometimes to the *murraine ſent a- 
monglſt beaſts ; elſe where, ſtyling it the 
con{uming evil, 5 Dent. 2s. 21, 22. that 
on a ſudden flying night and day, ( asan 

tarrow of Gods own quver ) maketh de- 
folate houſes, Cities, Countries , fo that 


thoulands nad ten chenbads fall by it ina 


moment ; as we read, * Num. 16. 49. of 
fourcteene thouſand takenalmoſt mſtant- 
ly away by it, ma moment, for murmu- 

ring 
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ring at the hand of God upon Corah, and | 


in leſſe then three dayesteventy thouland 
deſtroyed in the dayes of King Dawid, 2 
$am.24.In ſhort,its reckoned byGod him- 


(elf, Ezek.1 4-21.not as acommon judge- | 


ment only, but as one of the foure( orc) 
judgements,that he hath in ſtore for ſtub- 
born,andrebellious ſinners:in which thele 
things are eminent, and remarkable above 
other; viz. that it (ſuddenly) iurprizerh, 
in the middeſt of our jollity ; alas | how 
many, think you", 'in the very act of their 
fin? how many more, who thinke of no- 
thing lefſe then death, nor at that time of 
waking their peace! with God ? wheremn, 
howſoever I would:have no man cenfori- 
ous, for what thinke you of ' Ek and of 
"UV=zzaþ , good men both , for ought we 
know, or find in the maine of their lives, 
(and he that lives well, can never dye ill) 
at lealt, for ought we know, in reſpect of 
their fmall, and eternal] ſtate to come ; 
yet however, when God {eizeth any by 
the peſtilence , it muſt be acknowledged 
a judgment of the Lord, more then ordi- 

BS 2 narily 


a7 


& Exch. 14-21. 


't S474. 18. 
"1 Chre. 13.10. 


{1105 3-2. 


Gen. 1.31. 


+P/. 138. 6. 
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narily grievous; lo yet and ſec | even that 
good King Hezekgabh is ſick thereof : onr 
note from hence 15 this ; which I can but 
name, andleave it-in ſumme this ; The hea- 
vieſt of Gods outward judgements light ſome- 


Aliens: 1 could prove it largely , but that 
my mainely intended buſinefle is yet be- 
hind ; ſee *Amos,3. 2. you (only ) have I 
known of all the families of the earth, you 
only in compariſon ( for here the Pro- 


(vyreocuws Xoyon ) have I known,not ſci- 


entia viſions alone, by my generall know- 


| ledge, by which Iſee, behold, and know 


| Pall things, whatſoever T have created, yea, 
even the proudand wicked, though afar 
off; but alſo ſ{cientia approbationis , by 
| my knowledge of eſpeciall approbation, 


| having culled out, and astt were ſeledted 


. / you from all the reſt, as the choiſeſt of my 


iMal, 3 . I pe 


'Zech. 2.Þ. 


chicte ” Jewels, whoare as tender to me, 
as the very ſappleof mine owne eye; yet 
if you, ſo dear, fo tender, do oftend mc, 
I will ſurcly viſite upon and puniſh you 

for 


tines 0 his. own dear children,as well as upon 


phets expreſſion is, if I miſtake not, @) 


| 


| 


þ "n 
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tor all your iniquities : the like inſtance 
we have extant, *Deyt.28. 59. where the 


Lord thr-atens his owne people , that if 
they fayle in their obedience and obſer- | 


vance of what was commanded, touching 
the feare of Gods dreadfull and glorious 
name, The Lord thy God, then would the 
Lord make even their plagues wonder- 
tall, even great plagues, and for a farther 
aggravation, ſuch as are of long continu- 
ance ; yea moreyet, "Lam. 4. 6. the pu- 
niſhment of the iniquity of the daughter 
of my people, 15 greater then the puniſh- 
ment of the ſin of Sodonre, that was over- 
thrown , as.in a moment, and no hands 
ſtayed on her ; compare Exzek. 5. 9. &c. 
and this is done mainely , when they are 
apt to be carried with the *ſtreame of a 
generall iniquity ; then muſt they ſhare 
in like (outward, though they donot al- 
waycs, in like (inward) epidemicall, and 
oencrall judgements; if Gods people will 
eſcape the ” plagues of Babylon, they muſt 


forlake her ſins, elſe there can beno hope 


to cſcape hike puniſhments with her, 
E 3 though 


= 


Lam. 4. 6+ 


* Tois ob 2nau- 
91s o5p42py- 
rai. Naviants 
W 

jm od, 


y Rav. 18. 4+ 


* Gen. 18.25. 


2Pſiz 91.7. 
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though a monſtrous ſtrumpet : ſo S* Au- 
in telsus , that the Chriſtians therefore 
taſted like extremities from the Goths , 
and Vandalls, with rhe reſt; for that they 
did not zealouſly enough ſtand up, in op- 
ſition to the lewd exorbitances of thole 
godles times. It falsout often too, when 
grow too wanton with Gods favors 

and indulgence,flattering themſelves with 
this, that God will not deſtroy the *righ- 
' teous. with the wicked ; nor ſhall the 
*plague come nigh their dwellings, where- 
as the Lord is plcaled , as ſometimes to 
take the roſe and leave the thorny ſtalke 
behind; ſo yet ſometimes againe, he takes 
them both away together ; though the 
one, when plucked off, to take delight in, 
and. the other to burne up in unquench- 
able and 1n endles torments : The righ- 
tcous may be {mitten (*with) the wick- 
ed;but not the righteous (as }the wicked, 
namely, for the future finall iſſue of them | 
both : they benot all danined cternally, 
whoareimitten unto death by peſtilence, 
who dye of the plague; their | carkeiles ] 


indeed 


—_—__ 
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indeed did; but God forbid © the Soules 
of all that fell in the wilderneſſe, by the 
plague, ſhould be judged to m'icary, 


4Heb.3.17. 1o tar as the (body) and = Heb. 3. 17. 


(outward) man, theſe temporall cala- 
mities come alike to all, faith Salomon, | 
© Eccleſ. 9.1. and who art thou that 
fjudgeſt ? The better uſe hereof 1s this; 
let Gods owne cluldren feare to be ſe- 
cure; and let all the rebellious children 
of dilobedience tremble at the expeCtati- 
on of their ſure vengeance, even in the 
foreſt and the higheſt meaſure ; for if 
judgement paſle not by, but as S. 8 Peter 
and * Feremy ſay, (beginneth) firſt at the 
houſe of God, and the Citie called by his 
owne name ; oh, what ſhall the end be of 
them that obcy not the Goſpell of God ? 
and if the righteous themſelves (lcarcely) 
be ſaved, where ſhall the ungodly and the 
finner appeare ? And if God be thus'ter- 
rible in the aflembly cven of his owne 
deare Saints, ſo {evere to the * green tree; 
oh what ſhall then become of the dric 


tree, that beares no fruit of grace at all ? 
Cut 


© Eccleſ. 9.1. 


' Jam 4.12, 


81 Per. 4.17. 
" 7er. 25-29. 
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| Cut it downe, ſaith the Lord, cut i 
downe, why cumbreth it the ground ? let 
it be {corched for ever in flames un- 
quenchable and full of torment : The 
righteous ſhall indeed, faith Salomon, be 
"recompenced (with correction) on the 
"earth, but *tis no farther than here upon 
the (carth below, their woe endeth with 
their temporall life ; how much more the 
wicked and the finger ? And thus much 
bricfly, for Hezekzab's ſickneſle, and his 
ſore dileale : In thoſe dayes was Hezekiah 


\Gek). 


A word next allo of the great danger, 
and the extremitie of the ſame, it was 
mortall and deadly, agrotavit ( lethaliter ) 
hee was fick, and that unto (death) : 
S. John «els us of a two-fold (ſin), or, at 
leaſt, degree therof ; the one to be a {in 
(not)unto death,and the other to bea ſin 
(unto) death, * 1 Foh.5.16. our Saviour 
tels us of a (ſicknelle ) allo, ſuch was that 
of Lazarus, s wes Favaror, which was 
not unto death, ? Foh.11.4. and S. Payl,of 
the ſickneſle of Epapbroditus, his fellow- 


foul- 
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ſouldier in Chriſt, that it was otrwas j= 
oy Fdparwu, nigh, and, as 1t were, next 
neighbour unto death , 1 Phil. 2.27. and 
here the Prophet , of a fickneſſe unto 
death, that is ſ6 deſperate and dangerous, 
that withouta ſpeciall mercy and preſer- 
vation from on high, as once it fared with 
S*, Paul in thatblack tempeſt on the Sea, 
when the ſight of Sun and Starrs, and all 
apparent hope of fafctie was quite loſt, 
*A4.27.20. there was no comfort left. 
It ſcems then that the Saints be not ob- 
noxious only unto outward nudgements, 
but alſo are pernutted often unto moſt 
deep (extremity) therein : out Prophet 
tels us, that Gods owne redeemed ones 
are emplungedi into ſorrow, and that for- 
row ſeconded with deep (fi ghings), "Iſa. 

.1 0. David is full of ſuch expreſſions as 
theſe, the ſorrowes of (death) compaſſed 
me ; yea more, the pains of (hell } gate 
hotd npon me, * Pſ.116. 3. the word 
( Sheol ) there oe nb by Hell, is moft 
times n(ed for the grave; and then his 
meaning 19, that Pr hrs forrowes 


werel _ 


_ —— 
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were ſo exquiſite, as that they threatened 
him with death, nd with the grave; but 
it is uled allo "ol that Hell of the damned ' 
to0,as * Pſal.9.17. and then the meaning 
is, that tohis ſenſe, his ſorrowes had a cor- | 
reſpondency with the very torments of 
the damned there; ſo again,*P ſal. 118.18. 

though he were not wholly given over 
unto actuall death, yet the Lord had cha- 
ſtened him {o fore, that he was «& 75 qe 
xweza, ! Verſ. 5, {0 penn'd up in -a-{trait 
lace, rhat as * S. Paul in Macedonia, his 
fleſh it had no reſt at all, but he was trou- 
bled on every fide ; without were figh- 
tings, in, regard of. adverſagjes abroad, 

as Shimei, Doeg, the jecring drunkards, and 


the reſt of. \uch ſons of Belial ; michia 


were feares, in regard of oreſent. {enlc of 
guilt, through want ofevidence, and aflu- 
rance of Gods pardoning mercy, and fen- 
ſible acceptation of him : in like ſort it 
fared alſoonce with holy ob, (that pecr- 
lefle man for piety upon all the carth, by 
Gods owne tcſtimoniall of him, Fob 1.8.) 


s 
; 


yet {o far had the venome: of Gods ar- 
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rows drank up his ſpirits within him, ſo 
did God ſceme , as the Sun enveloped in a 
cloud, to knit his browes upon him (as)an 
enemy, lo to write bitter things againſt 
him, that in his owne preſent apprehenſi- 
on, God meant outright to * (kill) him, 
Job 13.15. Davidagaine, * Pſal. 39. 10. 
O Lord, remove thy ſtroake away from 
me, for I am (conſumed) by the blow of 
thine hand ; compare © Pſal. 102. 3, 4,5. 
Foſeph was not only ſold to. be a bond- 
ſlave, but his feet they hurt with fetters, 
and the iron entred into his foule, 4 Pſal. 
105.18. the like to which we rcad of Paul 
and Sylas,*A&.16.23,24.andto what exi- 

ents were the Iſraelites then brought, 
think we 2 when the * red {ea roared be- 
fore them, and' Pharaoh the cruell Tyrants 
wheeles were rattling bchind them ? 
nought but a quick deſtruction, as that 
whales chapsto Jonah, ſtood gaping wide 
to ® {wallow them. And wheretore 1s all 
this ? but, as 1n the firſt place, to-make 
the Lords” owne power in their delive- 
rance from ſuch dcep {traights, more glo- 


*Jub 13.15, 


* Pſl. 399 lO, 


P[al.1923As5 
*P/al.105.18. 


*Aft.15.23,24, 


'Ex0.1.4. 
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'P ſal. 105. 19, 


' Ex0d.17.11,12s 
[ 


*Pſal.59. 16. 


'Pfal.j50.15. 
| moſes .1 F. 
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rious, according as the Hebrew proverb 
hath it, Cam duplicantur lateres, wenit Mo- 
ſes, God fent a Moſes to deliver Iſracl, 
when the bricks were doubled : ſo with- 
all, as the Prophet ſaith of Joſeph, *Pſal. 
105. 19. it was to { *try) them, whether 
bis children meant, as when H#u# and Aaror 
let goe the hands of Moſes praying, to 
ewe out, and Janguiſh in faith and invoca- 
tion under that croſle, or not : God hath 
promiſed to bea preſent helpin thefneed- 
tull time of trouble, Pſal. 59. 16. but this 
15 on condition of our early calling onhim, 
andtimely,{peedy ® ſeeking to himin that 
ſame day of trouble, Pſ. 50. 16.Hoſ. 5.15. 
This done,the cloud 1s agame withdrawn, 
and with it, their ſins and guilt doe all va- 
niſhfrom Gods ſight : Thus David pray- 
ing, he was ® enlarged from his ſtraights, 
Pſal. 118. 5. Jonah, from out of the very 
| * belly of Hell, kept calling ſtill on God, 
and ſo was vomited alive againe : and 
to did Hezekiah here, in the next verſe 
to my text,under this ſicknefle,this plague 
ſore, fo untodeath,and fo extremely dan- 
gcrous, 
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gerous, he prayed , andlo fetch'd offa 
quick adjournment of the execution of 
the firſt ſentence ofit on him, and was 
heard ( to borrow Pauls expreſſion) in 
that he * feared : all I adde more ot this 
particular, is only that adviſe of our Sa- 
viour, or another occafion,to that young, 
man, in the Goſpell , wopevy 2, ov, wow 
ouoieg , Every one of you that in this 
great audience can hear my voice,this day, 
go every one of you, and do 4 {o likewile. 
I have done with Hezekzahs ſicknefle, 
and the danger of it: there is yet one cir- 
cumſtance behinde more, in this my firſt 
enerall part, and that 'is the tame, 
when all this fell out , in diebus iis, In 
thoſe dayes : of which ſhortly : what 
were | thoſe dayes ] here by Godsfpiritſo 
recilely noted , as the ſet time of Heze- 
hiahs ſickneſſe ? It we reflect a little on 
the former chapter, we ſhall find it to be 


then when God had given him a reſcue | 
extraordinary, ſending his Angell to] 


{mite the mighty army of Sennacherib,that | 
proud Aſſyrian, with a fuddenoverthrow 
ro ery F-2 and 


” Heb. $.7. 


7 L1k.10, 37. 
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and by returning backe choſe poyſoned 


arrows , even the * bitter words of that 


| rayling and blaiphemous Rhabſhaketh up- 


on himlſelfe with ſhame and ruine, that as 
he cloathed himlelfe with curling , like as 
witha garment, ſo let it come into his bo- 
wels, as the Plalmiſt ipeakes, like water, 
and like oyle into his bones, *' Pſal. 109. 
18. Now, | after | this deliverance , was 
this good King Hezekzah ficke , even | in 
thole dayes | : our note from hence me 
thinkes is fluent, viz. That even after the 
lateſt experience of Gods rareſt outward 
fav ors, his ſervants ſometimes taſte of (ore 


afMictions,; Gods choileſt lefthand blet- | 


ſings ſecure not wholy from adverſity : 
belides variety otexperienccherein dayly, 
the point 1s cleare: ( to {ecke no farther ) 
from the example of Abraham, the father, 
that is, the pattern of our faith , by doing 


of whoſe works, we may hope to reſt,one | 


day,{weetly.in.his boſome; we read of him 
* Gen. 22. 1. that f after theſe things ]God 
tempted Abraham ; after what things ? 
namely , after that miraculous adding vi- 

gour 


_ 
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laid no more upon him, then he was well 
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gour to his © paſt age , and fruCtification 
to Sarah his wives barren wombe, ſofar 


as to beget and beare a {on, and (by) him 
to bleſſe all nations of the earth, and from 
him to have an iſſue like the ſtars, * innu- 
merable tor nultitude, Ger. 18. yet | after 
all theſe things | notwithſtanding, God 
tempted him to ſacrifice this his only ſon 
upon an altar,verle 2. ſurely it's true, m 
che middeſt of ſtrongeft confidence we 
may not promite our felvesan utter im- 
munity, &cxemption from Gods'ſtrokes 
upon us : only this caution, by the way, 
remember tor your-comfort ; that if ſuch 
things betide'the Saints, without notin 

ofa fin, as the ſpeciall caule thereof, then 
ſuch afflictions 1s for tryall , and probati- 
on; only ; & ſuch was Abrahams temptati- 
on, only tor his {'? tryall, ) as Saint Paul 
mterprets, Heb. 11. 17. tor God knewhe 
* feared him before {ſincerely ; and withall, 
that he was able to encounter that temp- 


tation well enough , tor he was *ſtrong in | 


faith,faith Paxl,Rom.4.20. theretore God 
able | 


—_—kwm_.. 
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able to beare, * i Cor.10. 13. but if fome 
(ſin) be noted, as the occation, then *tis 
for caſtigation of ſome particular delin- 

uency {cen in them : Now the realon 
of ſuch tryalls is, partly to weane them 
trom the overlove of outward bleſſings, 
and to teach them not to meaſure Gods 
eternal] tavor, by what appeareth from 
wirhout , (that's no note CharaGeriſticall 
of Gods love, *eccleſ. 9. 1. but rather by 
what comforts, and what future hopes he 
{ſheds into them by his {pirit , from with- 
in; and fo let all Gods true Nathanaels 
make the application. 

In diebws illis, in thoſe dayes : I cannot 
yet thus leave this circumſtance, as Orpah 
did her mother-mlaw , in a kifle, but as 
Ruth to Naomi, *cleave yet to.it, Ruth. 1, 
14. one thing morethen; as God for tt- 
all ſometimes deals thus with his ſervants, 
io if upon ſome ſpeciall favor received , 
there be not. returned * {peciall obedience, 
but there follows after it,cither a © torget- 
fulnefie, or a pride of heart, then muſt 
they furcly looke. to meet a ipeciall di(- 


— 
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| plealire; this is cleare from Hezekzah, in 
my text, who upon recovery from this 
deadly fi ckneſle , 1s obſerved not to have 
rendred againe p accoruing to the 
| benefit done to him ; tor his heart was 
lifted up, ("therctore) there was wrath a- 
eaine upon him and his people, 2 Chror. 
32.25. -Seeallo, Hoſ. 13.6,7, &c. They 


thanktull obedience, their heart was exal- 
ted, therefore have they torgotten me; 
h therefore )-1 will be unto themas a Li- 
on, as a Leopard, by the *way, will I ob- 
ſerve them;&e. that 1s, will more('fierce- 
ty.) then aſuall pr oceed to puntth them: 
furely,where ever in | ſuch Ja caſe, un- 
chankfulneſle, and fin do go before, as E- 
ſan, there puniſhment rakes it ſhorcly(un- 
Icfie there be a "quick , and a' more then 
ordinary ſpeedy prevention by repen- 
tance) by the * heele, as Facob ; or as Vul- 


as, with a low, perhaps , yet with a 
ſure, and with an *oveftaking foot : To 


apply. 


wete fitted, Gith God, :ndto! inſtead of 


can followed him, ut the Poet , pete clar-| 
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 trees,and are become as twere, the Jewell 


[{urely a perverſe and a crooked generati- 


on like meditation, * Dex. 32. 6.. No we. 
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: Beloved Chriſtians, well may I take up 
the ſpeech of Moſes to the Iiraclites, and 
lay to you,as he, ?Dent. 4.7. what 4nation 
1s there ſo great, who hath Godſo nigh un- 


things that we call upon him for ? did e- 
ver people, under Heaven, find choices 
bleſfings from the Lord, then we ? who 
bave long fate under our ' vines , and fig- 


ſet inthe Ring of the whol world , ena- 
melled with Halcyon peace, with more 
then Angelicall prerogatives in the Go- 
ſpell , and the meanes of Grace ; fo that 
the Lord may ſay ro us, as of old to wan- 
ton Iſrael, "Iſa. 5.4. what could have heen 


done more to my vineyard ? but we are 
on; and therefore I nay well ſay as Moſes, 


thus requite the Lord, © fooliſh people 
and unwiſe ? | thus? ] how ? or which. 
way ? ſurely this. ſacred apoſiopeſis in- 
volves more then ean be expreſſed;(thus?). 


thus mexpreſſibly with ingratitude and 


Hmp1- | 


— _— 
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impious diſobedience ? My deare bre- 
thren, what calamitics the Lord hath up 
in ſtore for us, we know not ; but he that 
ſees not ſome 1n brewing for us, 1s blind, 
and he that ſitteth not in ſecret("lighing ) 
and as thoſe that had Gods marke upon 
their forcheads, in Ezekiel, *crying for all 
the abominations , which are , or may be 
the provocations of Gods wrath, is ſtu- 
pid, and ſenſeles : do we provoke the 
Lord to anger ? are we ſtronger then he ? 
ith. the great Apoltle, ? 1 Cor. 10. 22. 
yea. rather , as feremy expreſlethit, do 
they not provoke * themſelves, to the con- 
fuſion of their owne faces ? 'go to® Shils, 
view Theſſalonica, Rome, Churches of Aſ#a, 
&c. places where the Lord once ſet his 
name ,:yet tor the unthankfulnefſe , and 
impiety of the people , they are now be- 
come the ſties of Antichriſt , as the Auga- 
an ſtables, and receptacles of curſed Ma- 
homet; thele their wabhnuara, ſhould be 
our uahuata,their nocumenta,our-documen- 
ta, their afflictions, our * inſtructions: there 
was a people once as tender, and deare to 
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"Exh. 9 4. 
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"Pſal.119 136. 


I Cor. 19. 22, 


? Fer. 7.19. 
$ Ver.l2. 0, 


> S&8 Hye 4.15. 
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3 Hof.  Þ 6, 9, 
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him as the very © apple of his own eye, his 
choſen, his peculiar © treaſure, and as Hag- 
gai faith of Zerubbabel,as a'{ignet on Gods 
owne right hand, who yet, tor their impe- 
nitent rebellion, are become from an *Amn- 
mi, and a Ryhumah , alo-ammi , and a lo- 
rubamab , that is, from being my people, 
ard a people that had obteyncd mercy, a 
no people of Gods favor, or of Gods mer- 
cy : take we heed, favours beſtowed ratle 
*expectation of obedience, that zdifap« 
pointed, tetcheth oft;as to the barren fig+ 
tree, a * ſuccide , cut 1t down , why com- 
breth it the ground? and if God ſpared 
not theſe * naturall branches, ſo drefled 
and pruned and 'fenced and watched,&c. 
be not ſo high-minded, but ® feare ; feare, 
what ? even our own abſcifſion alſo: take 
heed, faith St. Pay, leſt healfo fpare not 
thee : my beloved, there isa thing called 
infidelity and ſin, that doth not caulc a 


| mitigation only & an abatement of Gods 


love. unto a people, but even make an 
utter ® ſeparation between them): we are 
much {poken of, or traduced by our ad- 

verlarics 


— 
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verlaries, and, as El; told his ſons, It is #0 
good *report we have amongſt them, tor 
our dalliance with Gods mercies, andthe 


blemiſhing of the Goſpell by our evill | 


| Þ Factitict id th 


converſations; ſurely, though ” chey, of 
211 menelſe, have leaſtcaulethus to rowle 
that looſe and buſtc filme of fleſh , that 
they carry about with them intheir black 
mouths, towards us,who( though we will 
not wholly excuſc our ſelves of our infir- 
mities, and our Tzrapanluuara_) yet dare 
we make a challenge with them , upon 
that ' quarrell: yet there 1s, and may be 
much good ule of ſlanders, they ſhould be 
tous, as Jonathan 'arrows were to Da- 
vid, in the middeſt of danger, inſtead of 
watchwords to us, to avoyd the occaſions 
of laying our {elves juſtly open to lo great 
a calumny , or danger: I conclude this 
point with that of our Saviour, 11 ano- 
ther caſe, iS mgzepma, behold I have 
told you *© before hand ; remember then 
that there hath becne , 1f not a Prophet, 
yet a ſcaſonable monitor amongſt you. 
Hezekyab, ycc have heard, though a great 


» 
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21 Sams 2. 2.4. 


li quadem [740 
witio, mull js 
ft. eauſ., fare- 
0, {ed colorem 
tamen habet ca- 
lunmaz. Facob: 
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46 
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favorite of heaven,yet not"rendring again 
tothe Lord,according to the benefit done 
unto him, finds Gods dilpleaſure in no 
low meaſure ; for even ( In thoſe dayes ) 
of favor, upon his not {peciall obedience, 
but unthankfulneſle rather, Hezekiah was 
ſicke, and that too very dangerouſly, even 
unto death ; In thoſe dayes was Hezekiab 
ſicke, unto death. 

And thus I take my leave of Hezekzah 
ſficke, and now lying,as it was ſuppoſed, on 
his death-bed : Next, I will {alute the 
Prophet,that came to vilite him thus ſore- 
ly ſick;with whom yet I ſhall be forced,by 
the time,to exchange but only a word or 
two at preſent, becauſe there is yet an ur- 
gent buſinetle not to be neglected in the 
Text, which I do rcfcrve, as the maſter 
of the marriage-feaſt in *Cara of Galile did | 
his beſt wine, till my laſt diſcourle, that 
It may ſtay the freſheſt in your longeſt 


memorics, 


Now this Perſon here viſiting the ſick 


Prince, is deſcribed to us a three told way. 
1 By} 


Nazianzene , |» ae9perav © PEY a\ofpwioTa- 
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I By his Name, [{aiah. 
2 By his F unction, a Prophet. 
3 Bytus Pedigree,the lonof Amos. 

In thoſe dayes was Hezekiah ſicke , unto 
death ; andthe Prophet, Ifarah, the ſonne of 
Amos, came to hin: : 

From every of thele words, as flowers, 
ſome {edulous and induſtrious Bee would 
fucke out ſtore of hony ; lee, I beſeech 
YOu, a drop or tWO, 1 Iſaiah, {o by Name: 
Sundry large encomiumshave heen beſto- 
wed on this Prophet ; he carrieth in his 
Name | Salvation of the Lord | for fo 
iww,(Iſchaiahu )trom? vw, Salus,@» 
n1 Dominus, doth fignifie ; he 1s ſhed by 


T&-, the *el.gant and the lofty Prophet; 
our Saviour was nuch taken with the rea- 
dingot him,"Lke 4.17.and the Eunuch of 
Ethiopia * converted by his writings, A&. 
8. 28. heisoftner cited thenany Prophet 
cHe in the new Teſtament, one and twen- 
ty times at leaſt, for which caule he is {tt- 
led uſually the Ewangelicall prophet , be- 
cauſc he doth moſt graphically , as fore-- 
tell, | 


— —— 


Y Pal, 


* NAJ/411Rene 
xd]dls\. owat- 
TW7.4 p.2, 
Eton exciſe 

* Sre the elo- 


quence of Iſaiah ' 


| 
| 


ſet forth by Mv | 


Wotton, in his 
Sermons ue 
Fobn, ſerm. 2. 
an 62, 

* Lab. 4. 17. 
d 46.8. 28; 


— — — 


* Eceluf. 48.2.2. 


(4 Proc14-35- 


' Duke 10. 23. 
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tell, ſo deſcribe our Saviour in his incar- 
nation, birth, preaching, paſſton, &c. 
with all the benefits from thence accruing 
to beleevers : and as in ſhort, Stracides 
faith of hum, Ecclus. 48.22. Eſay the Pro- 
phet was great, and © taithfull in his viſion, 

notgreat only, but faithfull ; I will only 
name thenote,and leave it,viz. None more 
fir to ſtand before a Prince then fuch as E- 
ſay was, loevery way accompliſhed for 
that {ervice ; he was both great and faith- 
tull, able tor parts, and true to his ſervice ; 
lo we read, *Pro.14. 35. The kings © favor 
is toward a wile {crvant ; and againe, Pro. 
22, 29. Seelſt rhou a man © diligent in his 
buſinetle ? he fhall ſtand before kings, hee 
(hall not ſtand before meane men, or, men 
of obſcurity -: the poynt 1isclecre, but 1 
meddlc now1io farther; only let me ay in 
the expreſſion of the Scripture, in another 
cale, * patxerpio ” 0Pbakpar, Bleſicd are the 
eycs which ice the (men) which wee fee, 


| 


— 


in this regard, both in Church and State ; | 
| 
[ tuch | as are ſecond unto none in any a- | 


ges palt. 


| 


| 


Second- | 
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| Secondly, by his function, he was a Pro- 

het, one of Gods own Countell, who 
had the knowledge of fecret things, aforc 
they came to paſle , as Siracides hath ex- 
preſſed $it,cap. 48. 25. He, the (Pro- 
phet ) came to Hezekjah, now ſick unt 
death : Hence I obſerve ; that none lo fit 
to viſit ſick men , as the Prophets, Prieſts 
and Miniſters of God : S. James direftly 
preſſeth it, Fam. 5. 14. Is any lick among 
you? Jet him call for the "Elders of the 
Church, and ler | them ] pray over him); 
what were thoſe Elders of the Church ? 
No * hy-presby tery I wis; (alas) for 
the * new-fangled Geneva-device ! ) but 
presbyters zn facris; the publique Prieſts 
and Miniſters of the Goſpell : whoſe lips 
as at all times cl{e, they ſhould preſerve 
moſt ſaving knowledge ; fo | then] eſpe- 
cially may (they ) have, for thy ſoule, a 
word in " {eafon ; For where, in ſuch dan- 

erous diſtreſſes, have the common peo- 
ple leave, to be their ( own) guides, and 
informers ? and in | doubtfull matters } 


=Y H 


excellent book 


! Mal. 2.7, ”Pre.25. 11, 


8Eccluſe. 48.25. 


Fam. 5.14. |f 
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® Private per- q 


. | ſons maynet 


preſume of the 
ſpirit of [inter- 
pretation | as it 
camenot from 
private motion 
at firſt, 2 Pet.1. 
20, 21, which is 
proved trom 
example ofthe 
Funuch, who 
referred the 
_s poſition | of 
rhe text, unto 
his guide, Aa. 
$8.31 
©ICor.5.19. 

PI Tm. 1.12. 
1 Pſid. 107. 43+ 


'Rom.10.1 Jo 


LTheſſ. 4. 31- 


tSec thelaſt L. 
B. of Ely p. 22. 
epiſt., before 
his treatiſe of 
the Sat bath, 


| by the Lord himſelte , according to his 
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Deaths Summons, and, | 


to be their owne * private interpreters ? 
when {uch an one is one ofa thouland, Fob 


3- 29. enabled and prepared for thee, 


function : Tam ſure the power , to binde 
and looſethe conlcience, 1s (clave non er- 
rante ) delegated only upon | Us, ] Joh. 
20. 23. and | We, ] not [ You] have that 
word of * Reconciliation, put into | our 
mouths, whom the Lord ſees ? faithfull ; 
which one meditation, well4ponderedby 
the people, wonld ( in their ſoule-diſtur- 
bances ) make our very * feet {cem beauti- 
full, upon the mountaines ; yea, our per- 
fons, tor this worke ſake of ours, more 
highly, ( as Saint Pauls phraſe 1s ) to be | 
eſteemed by them 3 whereas the mil- 
conceite- hereof occaſions often much 
t diſcomfort , and diſtraction to their 
Soules. | , 
Thirdly , as Tſaiah by name, and the | 
Prophet by function, ſo alſo by pedegree, | 
the fon of Amos.: This Prophet is laid by | 
learned men to have deſcended of the roy- | 


all blood it f{elfe, and therfore is this here 
{ct | 


( 


The Saints Dutie. 
ſet down to poynt us to his pedegree and 
birth ; which, mee thinks, offers and pre- 
ſents unto us,a two fold obſervation. Firſt, 
how warrantable it is ſometimes ro own 
thoſe honors that worthyperſons are truly 
borne to; to which purpoſe that of Sa- 
lomon, it may be, tendeth, *Pro.17.6. The 

lory of children are their fathers : but 
this full ſtreame would neede ſome fluces 
toſtop, or let it go, ſo as fit cautions may 
allow : Firſt,this muſtnot ſavor of a vain- 

lorious or a ſinfull oftentation ; for to 
curb ſuch a temper,old*Agapetus welltold 
the Emperor Fuſtinian, es pay ovus, evye- 
eta pur Decg caſpureagu WHAI YAps YO! TraAFTE; 


|Tv eV Te WATPA that clay and dyrt 


was the anticnteſt progenitor of us all; we 
know S. Panl | in caſu | ſtood much upon 
it, that he wasa” Roman, A. 16, g7, & 
22, 25. and therforec he ſent ſo farre as 
Troas for his * cloake , and givesa ſpeciall 
charge concerning his parchments, 2 Tim. 
. 13. for that, as S. * Ambroſe ſaith, 
theſe were Ictt him by his progenitors as 
the badges and the evidences of his Ro- 
| H 2 man 
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* Prov. 17.6. 


*Agaperus in 
par en: ad Fu 
flanian, ſefl.4. 
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man freedom : Secondly , we-mulſt ſtill 


-| remember , this may be done, not often, 


but when Gods honor may receive ad- 
vantage thence ; as S. Paul got by thote 

riviledges more ]iberty to preach the go- 
{pell:conter* 2 Cor. 11.22, &c. and againe 
2 Cor. 12.11. though, when he reflected 
on himſelte perſonally , all that he ſaid of 
himfelte was but g9& ew, I am nothing ; 
yet when he ſaw the reputation of the go- 
ſpell to lic at ſtake, through the vile dil- 
1. 7 both of perſon and parts , in 

is abſence from the church of Corinth, 


by the vaunting high-flown falſe Apo- 


ftles, who being well-ſpoken men, and 
fuch as were well able to gloze over an il] 
matter with fine * ſpeech and very well 
worded language ; hadalmoſt, as Abſalom 
the peoples hearts, *ſtoln away the good 
aftections of the Corinthians from the 
great Apoſtle ; in this caſe hee forbeareth 
not to uſe an ge vgepyoa, in nothing am 
I behinde the very chiefeſt Apoſtles; he 
meanes the falſe Apoſtles : Accordingly 


may we Miniſters make the application. 


| The | 


T he Saints Dutie. 53 .| 
| The other note is this; how it did no 
way diſparage, rather much advance the 
honor of Iſaiab , that though he were of 
| royall blood, the ſonne of Amos, yet was 
he withall a (Prophet) ; ſo they tay that 
Daniel was the ſon ofNobles, Melchizedek. | 
king of Salem, the ſon of God, and yer | | 
| withall the high-Prieſt of our profeſſion; 
amoneſt us, ſome of gencrous and of no- 
ble parentage, that highlier eſteeme the|,_..,_ 
reproach of | *Prieſt-bood ] then all the | Þ Scluer, «4 
treaſures of Agypt ; among carnal] earth- 0g 
wormes only holds the rule ; dat cenſus ho- 
nores ; not worth, but wealth wins honor; 
can it be a diſhonor to enjoy the Title of 
our Lord Chriſt himſelfe ? to be inftru- 
mentall © Saviors of his people ? ſee more- | *175m.4. 16. 
over, ye are fStewards of Gods heavenly | htm 
Myſteries ; clawigeri cel:;, yea God's own |?" WR 
e Secret,it we feare him truly,ſhall be with | *7/a.25. 14. 
us; yea more yet, in this we doe outgoe 
the very Angels themſelves in honour ; 
for, to which of the * Angels faid he at a- | My Lordpri- 
ny time, Whole ſinsye* remit, they are| may. 
remitted ? but unto (us * ) he hath given | 79155? 
H 3 that 
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that great and moſt melliffuous word of 
Reconciliation : Oh dignity incompa- 
rable ! how ſhould this one meditation, 

my worthy Brethren, folace our hearts, 
and cheere up our ſpirits, under thoſe out- 
ward abaſures and undervaluings, that we 
ſomtimes meet with from your carnall 8 
belotted worldlings ? who know no more 
then ' ſwine, to value the pearles of hea- 
ven ; nor how to prize the ineſtimable 
, Treaſure of the Goſpell, though 
brou = unto them by us but inecarthen 
veſlells ; Iſaiah by name, the Prophet 
by Kg the fon of Amos by diſcent 
and Pedegrec, one of noble and of royall 
linage : yee ſee how I may fay as Paul 
doth of his letter written to his Galatians, 
cap. 6. I 1. this ſubjeC is very ® large, and 
not only time, but copiouſneſle of matter | 
overwhelmes me. Wherefore , as Ter- 
tullys told his noble Falix, * AF. 24. 4. 
That I be not farther tedious herein unto 
you ; I pray you, that you would hcare 
me, of your clemency and patience, a few 
words more, of this Prophets viſite, and 


| the 
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the matter of it ; and then, as Flix bad 
St. Paul, I ſhall go my wayes for this time, 
till a more convenient ſeaſon may call me 
againe hither, 

Yee have the vilite it ſelfte in theſe 
words | He came tohim: | A worthy act 
indeed; a good leflon to us Miniſters, 
that we ſpeedily addrefſe usto our people, 
in like caſe, and * fave we them with feare, 
as Saint Jude adviſeth , wer. 23. pulling 
them out ofthe fire, of temptation, or of 
hell ; to which the adveriicte would per- 
chance in deathemplunge them; and ſure- 
ly there would be a very profitable ule , 
of ſome 9 privat form of paſtorall collati- 
on with their flock, for their dire&tion and 
information in particular ſpirituall du- 
ties ; ſuch as was private confeſſion ( a- 
voyding the grolle, and intolerable abule 
thercot , now among the Romiſh Maſlc- 
Prieſts, "nd the ſi Ilily deluded pcople led 
by "Wh in the ancient Church. 

But yet here is a leflon forour people 
too, to doe as Saint James exhorteth, 


when they be ſick,toſendand[ "call Jtor us, 


m 


? Tue 2.23 
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in ſeaſon: 1{o the good ſiſter of fick Laza- 
rus | "ſent ] to Chriſt, Joh. 11.3. yea,even 
Hezekjah here, when there was upon him 
a day of trouble, he ſent the chicteſt of 
tis ſervants to the Prophet , and that be- 
times too, ere the evill fpread too farre, 

that he might lift up his * Prayer for him, 

2 King I9. 2, 3, 4- a. point this 1s, chat 
metits your beſt notice, and cals for your 
carefull practice 3 who knows what di(- 
advantage to your {elves ? what diſcom- 
fort to your ſelves, and others ſtanding 
by you, this delay may breed? 

Well, the Prophet is come ; and what 
now doth he do there ? not tooth, or fiſh 
out for a legacy ; but the text ayth, he 
fals inſtantly upon the di{charge of his 
Commiſſion to the ſicke Prince, tor ſo we 
read, hecame to him, and being come, 
[ Hee ſaidunto him, thus ſaith the Lord.] 

This part I called, in my diviſion, the 
good Prophets employment; which ſtood 
in the delivery of his meſlage to the King, 
and therefore 1t 1s deſcribed, 


1 For-| 


es CEE 


The Saints Dutie. 


I. Formally, in this expreſſion, he ſaid 
unto him, Thus ſaith the Lord. 


(1. Kata bon, Po- 
| ſitively, Thou ſhalt 
dye. 
2. Kdl'apon, Nega- 
2. Materially,and | tively, and mot 
this three wayes. live. 
3- aTca gireos, 
by Exhortation, 
| Set thine houſe in 
order. 


Firſt, formally, in theſe words, He ſaid 
unto him, thus faith the Lord : He | faid,] 
it ſeemes he wasa Prophet, and there- 
fore he would not be tongue-tide : ſurely 
he that likened Idoll-ſhepheards, who 
had mouths and * ſpake not, unto * Dogs, 
yea, to /dumbe dogs, (deſpicable crea- 
tures, the price whereof, and of an whore 
the Lord profeſleth to * abhorre alike) 
would not himlelte (ufter his ſick Patient, 
wanting comfort, to miſcarry by his wil- 


—  _— 


full filence, or negle& : hee knew the. 
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quia fatiunt | 
magnos lat rats 
predications. 
Y If. 56.16,11, | 
* Dent. 23.18. 


——_ 


* Pſal. 66.16. 


' Pſal. 34.8. 


81. Pet.2. 3. 


b 2, Tilt. 2.15» 


i Liche 12.42. 
| & lt. Pao 3» 3, 
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\ Heb.5. 13,14, 


" John15-15. 
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blood of foules was precious: in Gods 
ſight, andas that of Abel, * cryed loud to 


Heaven for requitall. My worthy bre- 
thren, let usremember that when the Spi- 


ci did deſcend upon the Apoſtles, he 


came in the ſimilitude of ® cloven tongues; 


+ | firſt, of tongues , the beſt *member that 


David had, to [tell] Iſrael of her finnes, 
and Judah of her great tranſgreffions ; yea 
to [ * tell ] the people that feare Godallo, 
what mercifull things he will doe for their 
ſoules, if they would once but * taſte, and 
ſec, and upon experience diſcover how 
8 sracious the Lords; and then of | clo- 
ven] tongues, that they might rightly 
h divide, and as it were cleave out of the 
whole lumpe and precious maſke of the 
Word of God, to every one his | proper | 
portion, * milke to whom milke, and 
' ftronger meate unto whom ſtronger 
meate 1s due , rightly dividing the word 
of truth ; as our Saviour, making known 
(” all) things that he had heard of his Fa- 
ther unto his friends the Diſciples ; and as 


S* Pawl, not ſhunning todeclare unto the 
Church | 


| 


] 
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Church of Chriſt all the * whole | * 4&5. 27. 
counſell of God ; ſo much of it he meant, 
as was * lawful], and fit to be imparted : 
ſurely, God will never thanke a man for 
keeping in of his counſel! ; rather, I think, 
where the counſell, and the ſecret of the 
Lord is, there, as Ferexzie profeſſeth,Gods 
word is it the heart ofa truly zealous Mi- 
niſter, (rightly called and well qualified ) 
as a? burning fire ſhut up in his bones, he | */#r-:99. 
r9 weary with forbearing, and cannot ſtay, 
namely , fromi giving of it a doore of 1 ut- | 1894.6. rg. 
terance; when the heart is hot within, and 
in the middeſt of muſing thoughts, the 
fire of zeale barneth, David cannot, with- 
out much pain, hold hispeace,but he muſt 
needs be ſpeaking with his * tongue ; thus | '2/. 39. 3. 
doing, a faithfull Paſtor may in the day of 
reckoning, and account with God , with 
comfort lift up his head , and ſay as my 
prophet here hath fayd before him, | 
(though his words ſtrictly were indeed a 
prophecy of Chriſt) behold I ad the 'chil-| 15.8. 18. 
dren which by thy bleſſing , and giving of 
* encreaſe unto my * endeavours as or” 
L 2 the EI Ie: 


*2. Cor. 12, 4. 


1 


* Toh. 12.49. 


| ſum aliquod pe- 


60 | 


"Cur Neſciret 
loqui, neſcivit 
tacere. 


YLuke 8.18. the 
Greehe word ts 
(frimers) 
which denotes a | 
very cane ſe 
me, 4 To7s 

wy 78's 
Gnas Bexa. 
71 Pet. 4.11, 


b 44.20. 27. 

Enthuſiaſm 
id ſolum habens 
commodi, ut bs” 
' munes 118 171men” 


lagus abripiant, 
tandemquem | 
Atheiſm eurgi- 
tem precpites 
.demergant. Du- 
'reus 11 bitakero 
_L.1.ſe. 30.p. 
107.apud. Whi- 


TAU. 


tak contra Du- 


Deaths Summons, and, | 


the Miniſtry , thou haſt given mee. | 


But to {ay no more of this | ſaying ] of 
my Prophet here, (leſt I incur thoſe pro- 
verbiall icom's,ſus Mimerwanr or elle that, 
*Y} Azyer Dems, akAa cya aJvaly ) let 
us next obſerve, how he(begins) his{aying 
to the King ; Itis, yeeſee, with a ſec dicit 
Dominzs, thus fayth the Lord ; which di- 
recteth us Miniſters, to beware how we 
preſume to vent any thing unto our peo- 
ple, without our firſt ſure warrant for-it 
from the Lord. If our Saviour gave ſuch 
great caution to the (hearers,) that they 
ſhould ? take heed how they (heare; ) fo 
nwſt we likewiſe be as cautionate , how 
we (*{peake) otherwiſe, then as the very 
oracles of God : ſo our Saviour faith, oh. 
12.49. that I have not ſpoken ofmy*lelf, 
and S* Paul calleth what he delivered to 
the Church for Noctrine , nor his owne, 
but(*Gads)counſell, 4.20.27. the con- 
trary vocitcrations made by ignorant and 
wild:"Emnthuſzaſts, ſpuing out their own 
ftroth,malecontented,brainfick fancies, w® 
out Gods warrant&allowance;good lord! 


what 


———_—_—_——_—_—_— 


——_" OOomRIT 


_ 
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what noiſome weeds of errour, Schiſine, 


| Faction, andall mad irregularity do they 


moſt dangerouſly occafion,(through the 
old cunning of the *envious man, that de- 
lightsin tares and hemlock) to grow up, 
and ſpread in the precious field, and ſeed- 
plot of wholſome and moſt proper grain ? 
oh ! for the *fanne of Chriſt, thorowly to 

urge the floore of his Church from the 
chafte of all ſuch*Anabaptiſticall,*unſcrip- 
tured mouthings before the people ; who 
are ſeduced unto error & beguiled,by this 
meanes mainly, in their 'unſtable Soules; 
for that their fanaticall conceits have been 
at laſt defended ( as a worthy inſtrument 
of much good, in this Citty, ſaith well 
with no pretence ,, but the * Motion of the 
holy Ghoſt ; and yet, God knows, their 
motions oftimes differ as wide from. the 
ſweet, unerring inſpirations and-motions 
of Gods good ſpirit, as Heaven doth from 
Hell: Pray we therefore tor the ſpirit of 


wariis herefibus, & blaſphemiis eonflatum. Vrſin: Catech: qu* 7he 


ſupra- 


1 3 


1 Rey.12.9. 


© Matt.13.2f5. 


" Matt.3.12, 


8 Sptritias And- 
baptiſfticus ame- 


tia quedam fuit 
& furer pie- 
ceps atq; effr a= 
nat n3,040 atty 
({cripturas onr 
nes ) abjiciunt, 
& tot; exrepen- 
tins Enthuſiaſ® 
mis pendent, 
Whitah. contra 
Dureum, |. ſeit. 
32. 

 Vitanda 

ſunt de/iria 
{et e Anabap- 


tice, que fine 
aAubio a Diabolo 
eft excitata, & 
mouflirum eſt 
execrabile, ex 
i2 Pet. 2. 14. 


 * Mr. Paymter of Exeter. qu.i ſupra p. 27. SC Goodwyn p. 118, 119, 6ap. 10. qua 


wile- 


4 


| 
, 
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' 2 King 22. 18, 
19. 

m2 $1Mm.12 7. 
"Matt. 14 5. 


thy brothers wife. But yet wee mult re- 
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wiſedome)and Revelation in the know- 
ledge of God, as St Payl (peaketh, Eph. 1. 
r7, 18. and the ſpiritof( truth, ) as our 
Savior ſtiles him, Joh. 16.1 3.that when we 
ſpeake, asin the name of God , we may 
Feake the wiſedome of God, and that 
not, as a ſoothing, time-creature Prea- 
cher, with the intiſing words of mans wit- 
dome , but in demonſtration of the fame 
ſpirit and ofpower, 1 Cor. 2.4.7. then'may 
we ſafely aſlure our hearts ofa ſrc dicit Do- 
minus, Thus faith the Lord , as the: Pro- 
phet in my Text. But to whom doth 
our Prophet here dire& his | Thus faith | 
the Lord] ? unto the King himlelie : 'So 
| Michaiah to Ahab; Nathan to David, ® 
Thou art the Man ; Fohn-Baptiſt to Herod 
"nor licet(1ce his plaines ) for thee to have 


member prudence in this poynt ; for who 
knows not that in theſe ſpeciall Prophets, | 
there was ſomthing extraordinary ? wee 
ordinary Miniſters may ſoone, this way, 
be too bold with royaltie, at leaſt in pub- 
lique : Nathan ſpake down-right to Da- 


wid, 
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vid, butit was in privat : But notwith- 
ſtanding, whileſt weare ſure we bring, as * 
Peter's fiſh did, filver m our Mouthes, I 
meane, our fic dicit Dominus, Thus faith 
the Lord ; why are we ſuch daſtards, as 
in the cauſe of Chriſt ( when duely called 
thereto) toteare the turrows of a rich or 
great mans brow ? And thus farre of the 
tormall part of my Prophets imployment, 
in the delivery of his meſſage from the 
Lord unto theſick-King Hezekgah; . Hee 
| faid untohim, Thus faith the Lord. 

I come now to the materiall part of his 
ipeech, and this 1s {ct down. 1. xara bon, 
poſitively, Tho ſhalt Die : and what 
new thing is this ? was not this the doom 
of all mankind, immediately upon fin,Cinis 
es, in Cinerem reverteris , ® Duſt thou 
art, and unto Duſt thou ſhalt return. The 
woman of Tecoah, tong before, ſet a neceſſe 
upon it, We muſt needs die, ; yea there is 
a ſtatute ; like thoſe law of the Medes and 
Perſians, ' irrevocable, enacted for it and 
never to bee repealed, even ſoit is'a 


pointed, ſaith Saint Paul: Anddurelyit's| 
true 


63. 


* Mattel 7. 27, 


PGen.3.19, 4d 
Eccleſ.1 2.7+ 


—_ 


tw 
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yeeres. 
* Fudg. 14. 6. 


4Gen.5 .17.969. 


YI Sam. 10. 23. 


2 Sams 14-25, 
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true, death is that common bag, into 
which all the chefſemen upon the table, 
whether they be King or Queen, rich or 
poore, good or bad, muſt be all ſhuffled 
together, at the end of our game : death 
is as an *archer,now it hits our fupertours, 
and ſo ſhoots over us; then our inferiours, 


roving on-our right hand ; then, our ene- 
my, flying on the left hand ; at laſt, it hits 
the white, and ſtrikes our {elves : could 
" age have excuſed it , Methuſelah had e- 
ſcapedit ; could * ſtrength have declined 
it, then Sampſon had miiled it ; could 'ſta- 
ture have over-looked it, then Saul had 
avoyded it; could *beauty have outfa- 
ced it, then Abſalom had never met it : yea 
more, could Art have ſhifted it , by any 
curioſities, or contrivals, then the Gram- 
marian with a Criticiſme might judge it oft; 
and yet he that can decline a noune in e- 
very caſe,cannot decline death inany caſc: 
could the windings of wit,and the Mcan- 
ders of reaſon, diviſions and diſtinftions 

wave 1t oft, then ſurcly the Logician 
| would 


| 


and ſo ſhoots under us; anon, our freind, | 
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would diſpute it away; and yet whileſt he 
thinks fiercely to frame his argument ir 
| Barbara, rudely topuzzle it, death retorts 
upon him with another in Ferio,and at laſt 
ni celarent, and that ſine modo + figurs ; 
Could the naturall Philoſopher by his di- 
ving into Nature, and by his vanity of no- 
tions ſtave it off, then that Patriarch of 
Philoſophers , as M* Hooker ityles Ariſto- 
tle, had never been ſwallowed in that 


ſea, neither cbbing nor flowing ; yetall 
his ens nbile was at laſt become , as Niobe 


(when metamorphoſed ) like toa ſtone 
in it's centre, a thing without motion ; 
could the Mathematician by his ſtrong 
imaginations phancy it off, or by the har- 
mony ofthe {pheares charm it away , that 
ſo he might ſtil] ſpin-out a thread of im- 
| mortality on thoſe rowling wheeles, and 
berwcen his two celeltiall poles beate it 
fromhim ; then the ſhoulders of Atlas had 
ne'r ſunk under the waight of that globe, 
or Archimedes with his 6x, e're found 
out death ; nor Thales,the Milefian Aſtro- 
nomer , whilcs he went gazing after the 


I 


K ſtars! 


- 66 


R—— 


a Luke 4+ 23. 


"2 S4m..3. 27. 
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ſtars, been emplungedina pond, where 
that was a bathing ; could the Phyſitian * 
cure himlelfe of it, then Aſculapins, nor 
Hippocrates had ever wanted potions to 
keep ir out ;3yea, if the Muſitian make a 
league with death, and meant to be homo 
frdiſſmmas , moſt trueto his notes, moſt 


| {weet-inhis tunes, moſt lawny in his tou- 


ches, yet would he be forced at laſt frange- 
re fidem ,. tocrack his bargayne, and to 
breake his ſtringes , and his fineſt aires, 
like ſome faire coloured ſilkes, if tao 
much ayred , they will loſe their gloſle ; 
and all his deſcants be exchanged , in the 
iſſue, mtoiafad (: ground, by death ;: ina 
word, nor.can the Metaphyſitian , by all 
his abftraCtions,lo acutely contemplate it, 
ſevered from all bodyes, mhis braynes, 
but it will clotely be ſhooting ofa torke 
into his{ides, and,as Foab did Abner, * ſtab 
him at.unawares; the Arithmetician by all 
his numbrings and rules, can never make 
death to ſerve for a cypher ; to conclude, 


nor can the Moraliſt , withall his Ethicks 
tutorthis,aTporg-,or rough hewen tellow 
{o 


| 
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ſo much as unto a cvill forbearance; no 
more regards (it) the Cardinall vertues, 
then the Cardinals cap. Truly, ſaith Salo- 
mon, ©all is vanity,and againe, one genera- 
tion*paſleth and, another generation com- 
meth,but no generation ſtaieth; ]there is 
[a time,(aith he,to be born,& a time to*<dy, 
but I find not thee 1s any time to (live; ) 
for orimur,morimur,@ na I cimur morituri.as 
St Bernard tels us; & though in all things 
e}{c there be(a peradventure, Jas St Auſtin 
telsus,yet im death there is none;peradven 
ture a child is conceived, peradventure it's 
an Embryo in the wombe, peradventure 
it is borne 
through all the degrees of age, and in the 
1fue, if ye make upan acroſticke, out of 
the frnre firſt *capitall letters of Puer j Ju- 
wvenis, vir, and ſenex, the foure degrees of 
age, yee ſhall finde the word, and the man 
pins,peradventure;again,on the other fide, 

a man may like to the river Jordane,glide 
thorow his lite in a ſilver &plealſant ſtream, 

whileſt he hems in himſelte within he 


banks and bounds of Civility ; and yer, | 


K 2 


m 


 peradventure he paſſeth | 


*Eccleſ. 1.2. 


*Ecclef. 1.4- 


*Ecchiſ, 3.2» i 


__ 4 
dt. a. Ad LS 


ſolwh cent, 2+ yt- 


ſol. 57, in fine. | 


{ 


b- 


8 Magirits geen! 
graph.in de- 

ſcript. Paleſt;- 
1:9. 241. 6di;s 


| 1608.31 8. 


h Heb. 0, 27, 


9-21-24 | his bones, and the * milke is in his breaſts, 


Pjd.19.5. | 


' Deaths Summons, and, 


EEG 


inthe end, empty himſelfe out into the 
8 dead (ea of 1mpiety,, and prophanenes ;, 
but now in death , there 15 no peradven- 
tureat all, no, that's without all perad- 
venture; for 'tisnot faid wee may, but we 
| muſt Dye , though not perhaps ſtatim,pre- 
{ently, yet ſurely ad tempus® ſtatutum, at 
our {et day by God; therefore the period, 
in the ſtory of the creation of the 
longeſt-living man 1s this, Ard he 'dyed. 
Moſes, for that cauſe partly, it may bee, 
inimediately after his Genefts , wrotean 
Exodus: In ſhort, no age can balke it ; 
for as death hath an axe to hew downe a 
lnowy headed Methuſelaþ into-the grave ; 
| ſo hath it alſo a bow,to reach the yongeſt 


man afar off, even whileſt the marrow is in 


as Job ſpeaketh; even whileſt he is going 
forth, as the Giant like-Sun delighting to 
ran his courſe , in his full '{trength 'and | 
might ; yea, ſanCtity it ſelfe hath not the 
priviledge of exemption here : for even of | 
Abraham , the peerlefle and prime ex- 
ample of Faith, we read that ſatur dierum, 


being 
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being full of dayes, be gave up the Ghoſt, 
and ” dyed : wherefore, though Hezekzah, 
here, were a gracious and a great Saint, 

et he multat Jaſt too be ® gathered, as the 
Scripture phraſeth it, unto his Fathers, at- 
his ; ry and diſfolution:lo that when the 
Prophet here faith unto him, from the 
Lord, that he ſhall ( dye ) what new, or 
what ſtrange thing 1s there in it ? But if 
I miſtake not, hisayme is now,to tell him 
that he ſhall dye of this ( particular ) dil- 
eaſe , and plague-ſore (now ) upon him; 
and fo indeed the learned Junius reades 
the Text, Tu ( *brevi ) morieris, Thou 
ſhale dye | ſhortly ; ] thus much for the 
xara bow , or the poſitive part of his 
ſpeech, Thou ſhalt Dye. 

Now ſecondly, for the xd apon, orthe 
Negative part ; to cut off all hopes of any 
farther prorogation , he faith unto him, 
And not live , that is, Not live longer, but 
{peedily be diflolved, and die : But how 
was this Propheſic of Iſaiah accompli- 
(hed ? how fulfilled? fith we find 1t in the 
Story, in the 5® and the 6" verſes tollow- 
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ing of this Chapter , that he dyed not fo 
ſpeedily , no, nor of (that) ſickneſſe then 


upon him); for he recovered, having uſed 


the remedy of the ? bunch of Figges ; and 
the execution of the {entence of Death 
was adjourned longer off, even to fifteen 
yeares more.Like inſtance we have in the 


cale of Nineveh, when the Prophet told 


the City that there were yet but (4 for- 
ty?) dayes before it was to be deſtroyed ; 
and yet we read the contrary, and of a 
longer time, in point of execution : What 
was the reaſon ? why, there was an 1m- 
plycd condition (according to Gods or- 
dinary diſpenſation, m thoſe commina» 
tions of outward judgments _) of repen- 
tance expected ; which being actually, 
trom the Throneunto the Sheep-crooke,, 
univerſally tulfilled , the Execution was 
adjoumed. Juſt thus it fared with Heze- 
kiab in this place , the Prophet told him, 
that he ſhould dyc , and very ſhortly too, 
of that diſcalſe he now laboured under ; 
but the devout Prince well knowing the 
God he ſerved fo * uprightly (tor the 


maine ) 
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He 


maine) inall hisdayes, was {uch a God, 
as was a preſent *helpe in the needfull 
time of trouble, and that, if in the day 
of trouble he did * call upon him ( one- 
ly, ) and lecke unto him © betimes, and 
*carly, God would deliver him ; and lo 
his Saint delivered ſhould gloritic him : 

wherefore Hezekah, doing this, and per- 
forming this condition of humble, peni- 
tent invocation, as David by his Con- 
tefſion, ( when clearely, by the Prophet 
Nathan, he was convinced of his fin )pro- 
cured a ſpeedy ? abſolution ; ſo he obtai- 
ned a quick adjournment of the preſent 
execution of Death, to which (now, ) 
under that inſtant fickneſſe, he was fen- 
tenced by the Prophet ; for thus we read, 
verle the lecond, Thea he turned his face 
tothe wall, and G prayed, unto the Lord: 
and vertic the third, He wept ſore ; upon 
which, verle 4, 5, 6. the Prophet 1s ſent 
back againe unto him from the Lord, 
with glad{ome tidings of his ture recove- 


ry of-that ( though mortall ) ſickneſle ;| 


and withall, of the adjournment of his 


day 


'Pſal. 48 I, 


* Pat. $0.15. 
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day of death, to fifteen yeares of longer 
time : And thus much alſo of the ar ap 
ow, or the Negative part of the Prophets 
laying unto the King, Thou ſhalt not live. 
But now, before the Prophet had a war- 
rant to returne him tidings of recovery, 


he firſt found him deſperately diſeaſed, 


and ſicke unto death : and what then 


| doth he? he beſtowes his moſt uſefull 


and moſt {caſonable exhortation upon 
him, which is the third branchof his fay- 
ing to the King, the zara a Pxneow , the 
advice of the good Prophet to him in his | 
dangerous condition, in theſe words, 
( which concerne usevery one of us very 
nearely, alſo even now molt {criouſly to 
conſider of :) Set thine houſe inorder. 

[ might here take occcaſion to menti- 
on, and diſcourſe of the ſeverall forts of 
houles that the Scriptures doe at large 
point us to : Thefarſt is the bodily houle, 
or the houſe of the * body , which is alſo 
inan Analogicall reſemblance , ſtyled by 
Saint Paul, a Temple,yea the * Temple of 
the holy-Ghoſt, 1 Cor. 6.19. in regard 
of 


"IE 
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of the * inhabitation of Gods ſpirit there, 
[x Cor. 3. 16.. it this. houſe of the body, 

the keepers are the hands; the grinders are 
the teeth; the ſtrong men , are the legs; 
thoſe that looke out of the windows,'are the 

eyes; the ©. doores are the lips; all which 
| are Solomons eſlions; the daught 
Muſique , are the eares and lungs ; the 
| kitchin we: have in the ſtomacke, where 
[is the pot that © boyles our meat, as 
| Anatonuſts obſerve ; and , after the 
Chylus, and - the. Chyutny the. firſt 


and ſecond digeſtion ,  concocti- 
vn , the liver: turns the nas nouriſh- 


ſpirit of life,into1 the ſeverall,and the pro- 


the hepar by the {plecne, conveied unto 
the {permaticall veſſels; or lie, 1 into the 
ventricle; which holds what is, as by a 
chancll;convered unto it, till, at the backe 


fienature, and to eaſe herat a burthen ; 
for this houſe of the body , there is ſome 


goodorder # be _ taken; My Son, 
[ ſaith 


ers of 


mentintoblood, and diſperieth it ,-as the | 


r veins; the excrementitious parts from! 


doore, it be voyded out 2gaine , to grati-} 


| 
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fayth the wile man, in thy ſickneſle be not 
negligent, but as thou mult , in the chie- 
teſt place, pray unto the Lord , that he 
will make thee whole ; fo withall , thou 


9.| muſt *honor a Phyſitian with the honor 


due unto him, tor the uſes which you may 
have of him , for the Lord hath created 
him ; But this 1s not the houſe to be ſet 
1n order by Hezekiah,' ( now ſhortly , by 
the Prophets ſaying, to Dye) A ns in- 
tended in this text. 

Secondly, beſides this bodily , there is 
alſo a ſpirituall houſe within ;- where the 
minde, the ſpirit and the underſtanding 
18, as it were, the #eye to ſec, andthe 
meu” 5 the guide to direct all the un- 
der and inferiour faculties, the ſervants; 
the will is, as the chicte ſteward, in this 
rich palace of the ſoule, that receives the 
immediate * drftates , and commands of 
the underſtanding, unconſtraynedly , but 
but yet & apeajpeoecs ( as In Philoſophy 
we uſe to {peake ) upon election and de- 
liberation too, yeelding unto, conſenting 
and obeying that as oood, which the chicke 

Maſter | 


bo CR 
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Maſter of the houſe,the mind, firſt afſen- 
ted, in himſelfe, unto, as true and fit to 
be obeyed ; next to this, the concupi- 
{cible,and the Iraſcible faculties, as inferi- 
our ſervants, waite, to (deſire ) what the 
will propounds, as good ; orelle to fume, 
and fret at what may ſeeme tocroſle, ey- 
ther the Principall maſters, or their own 
propenfion ; after theſe, the aftecions 
ſtand as the Peſants, or in the loweſt rank 
of ſervice, as thelackquaes , or the * foot- 

ſts, ready to bee diſpatch'd away in 
'" and poſt to.execute, and to do that, 


{which hath, with allowance paſſed down 
| along, from the chiefe Maſter, to them- 
| ſelvesby the reſt of the ſuperiours, and the 


ſervants of greacer authority in thishoule; 


| theſe at length bring tydings to the wai- 


ters, at the doores without, the ſenſes, 
who were, as the ( *firſt ) occaſion to 
move the minde (the chiefe Maſter of the 
houſe ) to bethinke it ſelte of buſineſle, 
to employ his ſervants in, for the whole 
day following ; and when thus (as by the 


primum mobile, ) through a ſtrong circum- 


Fs 1 gyIa- 


i Anime affefti- 
ones (pedes ) ſunt 
dum in boc pul- 
Vers gradimur s 
Bernard f. 35 f- 
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gyration, the inferior orbesare whirryed 
about) all che whole houle is ſet a wor- 
king ; the buſineſle by the hands and 
arms and ſhoulders,and the reſt of the out- 
ward, and fteld-ſervants abroad 1n the bo- 
dy, will be done , and brought to paſſe : 
Now asfor this houſe of the foule, 1n the 
way, as T have (though in much weaknes) 
now propounded 1t ; this 15 ca , 
and in the-firft; place to be looked into, 
and fet an! order., asatall timeselfe, fo 
principally whenas Hezekiab, thoughby| 
no-inumediate Prophet, ashe did, or by 
extraordinary” revelation” (+ which: 
God now doth not, in'thele dayes, mul. 
tiply in vaine) as | Moſes did ; but byſome| 
{enſible mnfmuation!, we recerve:a fums 
monsora warning byany kind of ficknes, 
or the Ike harbingers of common diſlolus- | 
rions!, af our Deaths ; then principally | 
maſtwe look to fetthe houſes of onrfouls | 
in order; and then muſt the minde ( the: 
Maſter ofthe whole ) chiefely labor tobe 
ſolidly direted and'informed Mm-the per- 
fe& and right knowledge , and faith m 
God | 


— — 
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God and Chriſt: the reaſon that I majn- 
ly prefle this by , is only this (C and tis a 
weighty one ) becaule the Devill is moſt 
buſjeat ſuch times as thele,ro diſturbe the 
heart, and to fil] the whole foule, as the 
winds can raiſe the billows in the ſea, with 
a tumultuous hurry and violent perturba- 
tion; heisthe" Prince of the ayery part 
of the httleworld un man,as well:as of that 
"Elementary Region in thegreat world; 
and ſocan ra(eunnaturall ſtorms and ya- 
pors, that ſhall darken-realon; and cauſe 
fuch-thunders& Jightanangs, as ſballburle 
all intoa black confuſion ; fkach, as.1t hell 
and the ſoul would preſently come toge- 
ther : wheretore, that the ſhaking of va- 
tans.chaines may no-way: faight us, athat 
pale day of death, or fickneffe, let ithe 


| der; .Qur minds *illightned with -know- 
ledge; our: wils furniflied with ? abedi- 
ence; our aft&tionsceanſed by4purity; 
our paſſions allayed by**patience 3. our 
conſcience: "ſprinkled from dead/workes; 
the whole houte ſo well fitted, dreft up , 
L 3 and 


houſes af our Soules be rightly {et in or-| 


ay | 


| 
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© Rev. 3- 20, 
« Ter.,23. 29. 


* Iſa. 30.21, 


Y Rom. 5.1. 


* Rom. 15.13, 


<1. Tim. 3.15. 


| * Matth. 7. 24. 


©,I, Cor. 10. 4. 


* Eph. 3.15. 

* Matth., 20-1, 
smModio xbTus.! 
b Matth.1 5-26. 


by the ,* voice of the Spirit, we may rea- 


- [the end of our faith, even the * lalvation 


in this family ; and being an indulgent Fa- 
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and prepared , that when our Saviour 
ſhall * knock at the doore of our hearts by 
the * Hammer of his Word, or call to us 


dily open unto him, and welcome him 
to ſupper with us in the ? peace of ſoule, 
and * joy in the Holy Ghoſt, and may 
walke in that way which he ſhall ſhew us 
both of Repentance and Faith , and that 
by the direction of himfelte who is onely 
the Eſſentiall * way, the truth ,' and the 
life, that in the iſſue we maynot faile of 


of . our ſoules. :. ») i 
Thirdly, there is yet another houſe be- 
ſides theſe, and that's the houſe myſticall; 
and this houſe's the © Church of God, yea 
of the living God, as Saint Pax hath fully 
taught us, 1. Tim. 3. 15. this houſe is buil- 
ded upon a © Rock , and- that -Rock is 
©Chriſt ; the members of this houſe are re- 
ſembled unto, and called by the name of 
a * Family; in this family the great *Houſe- 
bolder:is God himfelfe , be hath * Children 


ther, 


——_— 
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ther, he hath a Son an *heire ; and not 
onely ſo;, but divers other both * Sonnes 
and Daughters too ; and as children, ſo 
! Servants alſo : Of theſe ſervants ſome 
are chiete, as ” Stewards of the Houle- 
hold ; others emphatically Servants of 
ſpeciall notice and favour, fuch an one 
was Job, whom the Lord ( the great 
Houlcholder ) would-have to be obler- 
ved above ordinary, and-” confidered as a 
patterne to others; ſome againe are re- 
markable for fidelity and * faithfulneſle in 
all the Houſe; ſo was Moſes the ? Servant 
of the Lord, 1and Paul : Others, as for 
faithfulneſle, 1o alſo for ” Wiledome joy- 
ned with it ; ſome of. theſe againe are ſo 
endeared, that though.in themſelves they 
| be Servants, yet in their Maſters high e- 
ſteeme they be his ' Friends, and fo he u- 
ſually calls them - and. of theſe {crvant- 
friends, ſome walke *with him, fo did 
Enoch ; (ome, as Abraham,whom S* James 
| calleth the "Friend of God, doe walke 
* beforc him : ina word, ſome arc fo ? ſer- 
vants, that withall they are ſuch men as 


| 


are 
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.| fach an one was:David; out: of all rhete, 
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are: © after the Lords owne heart too , 'and 


and. much tmore'that might be:added ro 
this purpoſe, (concerning the ſeverall of- 
fices and imployments of thele children 
and ſervants in this houſe of 'the Church, 
according to their * ſeverall degrees and 
orders, of which rhe _ hath writ- 
renac large, [. Cor. 12. 4,5, 6,Gcc. )there 
is made up one whole entire *houſe of 
Chriſt, namely, if we, as Saint Paul ad- 
moniſheth us, hold faſt- the confidence 
and rejoycing 'of the hope firme unto the 
end : how juſtly inay I here take up that 
laying of the bleſſed /Egyprian © Macarins 
on-this occaſion,! and-cry' ont in won- 
der and admuration at Gods great mency 
in this regard to man, as he, 6 © Þ affnTy | 
 TTAGY view TY ©, TH Depter cel oy Kaet 
G&) Tols Wha /vaw, oy MY xgupa Ozoy RAT 
emounoal, % Ocoy [ cotfores] & Twpals wy 
Puma, X, & Ee Toy Kvezoy [ opuew | err. 
'Toy [ a pero |! {Oh theunſpeakablo mCeſ- | 
cy of God, who freely gives himſclte un- 
to belcevers, to mherite: hna 1n a ſhoct 
time 
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' time as a full poſicfſion ! and oh wonder, 
that God ſhonld inhabite in the body of 
| | man, and that the Lord ſhould have as it 
were a ſpecious houte to dwell in man! 
To which, even of the Angels, (though 
by creation farre more glorious creatures 
than man is, (tor he is made © lower than 
the Angels) hath God faid this at any 
time, ll he would either come to © ſup, 
or elle to dwell with them ? but loe! 
thus hath he laid, and doth doe to(men; ) 
and the Church, built up of men, upon 
the * Rock Chriſt Jetus(as the chiete *cor- 
ner-ſtone) of *living ſtoncs , unto a 
compleate *building in the Lord ; nor 
berg he onely lodge with us, as the An- 
' gels did with Lot, tora 'Night, and fo a- 
way ; but he "abide, and ayes with his | - 
Church for ever , even unto the ® end of 
the world. If then Lot was highly hono- 
red in entertaining and lodging of An- 
gels, what honour have we to lodge the 


p 


(God) of Angels ? and it the Babe 


* ſprang in the wombe, (when yet there| 
dvartition-wall, two wombs 


berweene 
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| betweene Saint John Baptiſt and his Lord | 


| 


| 


and Maſter Chriſt ) when he came but in a | 


?vifite, oh how ſhould we rejoyce, who 
have his in ns by a perpetuall 4 inhabi- | 
tation ? which meditation ſhould, by the 
way, admoniſh.us, how religiouſly care-| 
full we ſhould be of preſerving theſe hou- 
{es from ' pollution and all uncleaneneſlc, | 

that we may not occaſion our beſt oueſt, 

by meanes of ſome ill order or entcrtain- 
ment within us, to be grieved, to divert 
and ('*go away) to ſome other better and 
{weeter manſion : oh let us not make our 
bodies and foulcs the * Brothel-houles of 
luſt, asa Babyloniſh * cage of all foule 
birds, of flying and of wandring thoughts 
of impurity ; but let us rather purge our 
{elves from all ” filthinefſe of the © fleſh 
and ſpirit , perfecting holineſle i the 


teare of God, purge we our hearts from 

ride by Humility, for with the * humble 
{pirit God will f al; yea, let us in all 
godlineſſe and * honeſty, olorifie God 


both in our * bodiesandin our foules, ſith 


both are Gods ; and that nofy Crention 
onecly, 


| 
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onely, but by © purchaſe : This ig the way | *t%d. 
to make both bodies and foules not ſtyes, 
I} or ſtews of filthinefſe, bur, as Saint Paul | 
laith, the very © Tempſes of the Holy | **- ©: 59. 
Ghoſt, in which as in and among the true 
Church of God he will * dwell and abide, |* :- ©: 3-16, 
even for ever and ever : And thus much al- | * 
ſo of the myſtical] houſe, which 1s, as yee 
have (cene,the Church of the living God: 
Now, whether or no doth the ordering 
of this Houſe come within the compaſle 
of our Prophets exhortation to Hezekzah 
in this Text, to ſet his Houſe in order 
before his Death ? Saint Paul faith, that 
the *cace of all the Churches Jay upon | '2. c.11.28. 
him ; (thoſe particular Churches of the 
Gentiles, I thinke he meanes, which were 
the members of the whole body of the 
Catholique and Univerlall Church at 
large ) Surely lo doth the whole Church, 
within the proper Territories of any pi- 
ous Prince, appertaine to him to order, 
for the beſt advantage of Gods glory, and 

the#peace and proſperity of theChurch it | -?/122.6.7 
ſelfe. Thus we find good Kings to ſtand 

M 2 attected 
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h 2, Chre. 19.5, 
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affected ip all ages of the Church ; a ſpeci- 
all example we have in that famous King 
b Jehoſhaphat, 2. Chron. 19. who tooke 
cafe not onely to appoint Judges able, 
and holy to end and order ſecular af- 
faires ; but allo in Hieruſalem did Jeboſha- 

hat, faith the Scripture, verſe the 8 ;þj- 
dem, (et of the Levites, and of the Prieſts, 
and of the chiefe of the Fathers of Iſrael 
for the judgment of the (Lord, and for 
controverltes , when they returned to 
Hieruſalem ;and he charged them, faying, 


Thus ſhall yedoe in the feare of the Lord, 


faithfully, and with a perfe& heart ; and 
certainely when the Sword of a valiant 


| Goliah, and the Ephod, the Sword of 


the Magiſtrate, and the Sword of the 
Spirit are brandiſhed or drawn forth to- 


| gether; as David ſaid to Ahimelech of the | 
Sword of Goliah, there is' none to that ; | 


{o there 18no union, no ordering of the 
houſe of the Church like this ; whileſt the 
prophane Senſualift and the hypocritical] 
Atheiſt ſhall be ſmitten to the ground to- 
gether : Steddfly and happily muſt the 


Arke | 
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Arke ofGod needsgo, when it ts drawn by 
peace and holineſle tycd together,as thole 
two milch kine keeping the high way, and 
turning not aſide to either hand ; ſaith a lear- 
ned and moſt clegant * Pract of our 
weſtern parts: Now the way to obteine, 

or to ſettle both thele. 1s when, 4s Dowids 
Palace and Gods Tabernacle Fan elt toge- 
ther upon Mount Sion ; both the {pirt- 
tual firſt directs the temporall, and then 
the Temporall {word doth back the {piri- 
tuall, to defend and ayd; or like to Hippo- 
crates twins, they breathe and live and al- 
Wayes £O together ; tor which cauſe, we 
find alſo that King David couldnot "[leep 
till he had provided for Gods houſe, and 
taken ſpeciall order for the eſtabliſhing 
and obſervation of Gods ſtatutes, and di- 
vine ordinances, not only in the Taber- 


nacle at Sion, but by the whole Church 
of God, ander his dominions ; furniſhing 

it with Prieſts and Levites, fingers and] "Pfale 132.4 
thelike ; yea, cheriſhing , and honoring 
the Prophets of the Lord of hoſtes ; and 


therefore, he ſo carneſtly tmporrunes the 
de- 


M » 
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devotions of all good people, to "pray for | 
the peace of Hierulalem, and the prolpe- 
rity of her palaces; as being the known | 
type, and repreſentation of the *Church | 
of God; tor by that antonomafia St Paw/ 
expreſicly calleth it ; Gal. 4. 26. Hicru- 
lalem,that is, the Church of God, which 1> | 
(: above 2 that 3 Is, either as triumphant | 
actually enthronizcd into her glory;as the | 
woman 1n the Revelation cloathed with | 
the {un, to wit, the *Sun of rightcouſneſle 
Chriſt Feſws him ſelfe (who is her *righte- | 
ouincile ) 15 above all in * heaven already 3 
being there ſafe, and (et out of the gun- 
ſhot of the Devill and all his annoying 
temptations; or elle | above, ] becaulec 
though militant as yet below , notwith- 
ſtanding : in 'aftcCion, the is (zl] (above) 
and her * converſation is 11 heaven al- 
waycs, howbcit ſhee here, as Abraham in a 
ſtrange Country, * ſojourneth a wlule 
m thcle carthly Tabernacles; tor this Hic- 
rulalem ( the Church of God ) was 
King David lo lollicitous and carctull : 
Nor did this care give up the ghoſt with 

tholc 
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thoſe *godly Princes but, as it there had 
been a Pythagoricall wdeudoywory , that 
zealous diſpolition hath paſſed by happy 
Trani{migration, to the rett of thole good 
Kings that ſucceeded ; and ( fave only, 
when the woman was driven into the/wil- 
derneſlc ſometimes, and perſecuted with 
the Dragon, lo that ſhe hath been faine to 
ſecke tor © dens, and caves to ſhelter her ) 
in all ages,by the providenceofgood Prin- 
ces, ſhe hath proſpered, and(tor that very 
cauſe too) the pious Kings themlelves , as 


*Foſrab, Aſa,and the reſt good Princes, the 


better allo, we find in the Ecclefiaſticall 
{tory of the Church, ſince the dayes of the 
Golpell, that the like care of her weltare 
hath not (lumbered : tor aftcr that fore & 
long laſting tempeſt,in the firſt three hun- 
dred yeeres alter Chriſt , of perſecution, 
raiſcd by thoſe ten Scarlet Tyrants of 
thoſe times, there was a dawning againe 
of ſome caſe and reſt, peeping out ® firſt, 


in the ſhort reigne of Philip an Arabian ; | im. 7 

. . . | Yom, CHO". }\. 
but he being nipped in the very bud, or |». ins, 
| Amo Chriſt, 


bloſſome of his government, within five | 
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yeeres {pace , or there abouts , could not 
bring any thing this way , to any noted 
rtection ; but his pious intentions for 
the Church were znterpretative , I doubt 
not, eſteemed as attionsby the Lord: Im- 
mediately upon this, God raiſed up Con- 
ſtantine the great, the honor of whole birth 
our Britaine was enobled with ; his care 
was not purpolſed alone,but put in execu- 
tion ; for heſpread the goſpell of Chriſt, 
(1n the ſign of whole crofle he ſtill gloried 
and prevailed) erected Churches, counte- 
nanced the Clergy, and indeed was fa- 
mous for the Churches cauſe. And when 
that foul hereſic of Arizs, (about the owoy- 
oia of Chriſt with his Father)aroſcand as a 
gangrene feltercd fo far, that,as Saint Hie- 
rome {aith, the whol world even © groaned 
to ſee it ſelf become an Arian ; fo that the 
malady being now grown Epidemical] 
and univerlall , was like to be incurable 
without a generall remedy ; His vigilan- 
| cy therefore was, for the ſpecdy redretle 
thereof, to ſummon a generall Councel]; 
wherein according to the rules of Gods 
word. 
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| word, (which was ſtil] m thoſe dayes lony | 
| before the monſter of papall pride wasa | 


| hatching , the Yupream judge and umpire, « 5. rraxc. | 
in all controverſies of faith ) by prayer, | ona, 
' moderation , and the like procceding ; 3-3-/ fa 
' Godgave a bleſling, choaked the herefie, | ©»; to.6r.c 
and the Atheiſt himſelfe, that vented ns m 


voyded out his bowels ( by the appoint- col yg 
_ . . s® P 4 a 3 A . 
ment of Gods unmediate juſtice ) into a -< pap 
I X - &* [.93.p. 240, 
ſinke, whither his proud and blaſphemous | :4i,-:.<+. 
herely wasallo fit tobe detruded for ever. | ,*7-/: F 
And that which was remarkeable in that | 335338344 
: . | 359©& [:39-P- 
firſt generall Councell at Nice , was this | 38,--7.386. 


Bis). See wy 10: 


above other ; That when the Biſhops, in | vb: jer.0 eps. 
| p q»13.P.12,13. 

a great number, were aflembled, and the | 3: Ru nad 

Emperour in preſence , he firſt cauſed all ERS 

. . ” Jy 

fuch private jars, or occaftons of ſtrife , as | in[er:ofthe aw 

* ,* . hor! ' 

| were riſen among the Biſhops them- ox And 

{elves,to be drawn up'intoa compendium | 774 «/e atr 
of | m Fo. Down ag* 
of Articles, before they ſhould meddle | #aerp.21y, 
p , j . 214,07 256, 

with the publique cauſe of the Lord in 267, 


* &u/fin Ecele. 


hand; which being accordingly perfor- | 17 
med, and delivered to the Emperor , he 
received them all, and fealed them up 


with his own royall ſignet; and reſerving 
them 


y-_ 


| _— 
— — -—— © -em—_— CE I _ _ 


f Ruffin Hift,ec- 
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them awhiles in his boſome ; he then(not | 
at all diſcloſing the ſecrets of thole teve- 
rall papers)made this ſpeech ro the Coun-' 


cell and the Biſhops; Deus vos conſtituit 


ſacerdotes, &-c. God himlelte hath made 


you Prieſts, and hath given you power to 
judge even of us; and we are rightly jud- 
gcd by you ; wherefore expe the judge- | 
ment of God alone between you, that | 
your mutual] complaynings, and jarrings, 
whatſoever thcy be , may be reſerved to 

that divine examen, and diſcuflion ; Vos e- 

nim nobis a Deo dati eſtis | *Dii |for you are | 
given by God unto us, as [ Gods; |] and| 
therefore he alone ſhall judge you, of 
whom it 15 written , He ſtandeth in the con- 
gregation of the mighty ; he * judgeth among 
the Gods; wheretore laying aſide thele 
matters of private difterence, without any 


more diflenfion of mindes, ſet about the 
ſerious dilcuſſion of thoſe things that ap- 
pertaine to the cauſe of the Lord ; which 
{aid,he commanded all thole libels of naa- 
tuall particular complaynings to be burnt 


in one flame together , Ne innoteſceret ulli 
odium 
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odium &> ſugillatio ſacerdotum, (as" Caran-! 
z4 doth relate 1t to me ) that the private 
diſcontents of one Prieſt towards another | ' 
might not be made publique : *Blefled 
Prince for this,thou ſhalt be had inan cver- 
laſting remembrance, and thy memoriall 
ſhall endure throughout all generations : 

and I doubt much, whether in thole crazy, 
yea broken times , if thou hadſt not thus 
{ primarily | re{peted the welfare of the 
Church, thou hadſt ever had{o happy a 
fuccefle ! I might go on to ſome other 
times after ; even till the weeds of Romuth 
ſuperſtition began to rooteand grow,and 
flowre in Chriſtendome : I let paſle the 
mention of thoſe blinde dayes, when Pope 
Hildebrand , otherwile * Gregory the 1e- 
venth, firſt uſurped ( ina day of ! advan- 
tage) over the Emperor : I come down 
tothe time of Charles the Gland I might 
at large dilcourle of the zelous courage of 
Frederick, ® Duke of Saxonie, who (up- 
ported Luther, and his caule, againſt that 
tenth Lyon of Rome 3 lo, that neither by 
force of his roaring comminations , nor 


E& 


te Ni; 
can, Conel ap- 
bs _ Mts p. 45-11 
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by the tawning ( as ſometimes the Lyons 
2-922: | didupon © Daniel ) of his fly promiſes,and 
other cunning infinuations, was he able to 
{ſubvert his courage in , or divert his pur- 
polc irom the cauſe of God : Come we 
toour own times; what a blefled courſe 
did the devout Prince Edward enter on ? 
How was this ſeconded by that famous 
1449-23 | * nurſing mother of the Church * Queene 
rex. Elizabeth? how victorious was ſhe ? (and 
re: for her conſtant love to Religion )) what 
robetbeQueen , wonders did ſhee ? our Chronicles have 
of women; and | ſe k 

for her aſc long 1ince aſtoniſhed all the neighbour, 
——_—_ 'and forraine Princes : How againe was 


wiſdone&c. | the honor of the {ſame our mother Church 
the Queen of | X 

mer. Hall be- furthered,andadvanced by the mirror,not 

0 124%1617 more of Kings, then learning,King James 

| of blefſed memory ? what care & vigi- 

| Iancy did he undergo to ſettle firſt the 

publique Liturgy , and Ceremonies of 

| of molt laudable decency, and uniformity 

tn this Church ? How was he, as Chriſt 

wasat Hierulalem, {ti]] found diſputing a- 

Luke 2-46 | mong the 1Doctor and Biſhops, asking 

them queſtions? yea, how gloriouſly did 
he 
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he himſelfe © moderate in all profeſli- | - 


ons even in the publicke Unverti - of) 
But I] ſhall hurt darken fo rich a To- | 
paze by my rude poliſhing. And, to | 


conclude this large and copious point, 


ſhould I here take (as I might ) occa-, 


flon, to blazon the excellent gra-| 
Ces Bo our owne preſcnt Prince, feene in 
his matchlefle piety and per” - for the 


Church of England , (one of the ' pureſt | 


Churches in all Chriltendome ſince the 
daves of the Apoſtles) mine Oratory 
would faint under a thirſt of tuch fit Me- 
taphors as might {crve toamplifie and ex- 
prefie them : in ſhort, we have thus great 
happineſle, that we hes under a gracious 


and religious King, that will ever giveus 


' fre. 


leave to lerve [God] (* firſt, )and [ him | 


next ; than whom, it would pole the wi- 
ſelt and molt experienced Sagee in Chrt1- 
ſtendome,to finde a man morc holy,more 
temperate, more juſt, and univerſally ac- 
compliſhed : but ſome rare Apelles muſt 
be ſought to pourtray , and ſome L -yſip- 


| pus ( without parallcll )ro caave thole ex- 
3 ccllences, 


| 569 edit. Aiiao 


agaunſt 4. C, 
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hoc eſt, | mini- 
ftros, |& veram 
dormam : 
Conradus He- 
resbachius, in 
Scholus , ad 

| Pſal. 75-3. 


1. Tim.,6.11- 
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cellences, which Fam fo farre inſufficient 
to expreſle, that, methinks, my heart 15 
ſtill too narrow to containe thoughts | 
wide enough of admiration, and of won- | 
derat them. It's enough for me to awaken 
up my heart, to magnitie the King , and 
God of Kings, tor that rich fruit of the 
Goſpell , which I (as the mieaneſt ſonne | 
of the Church ) have reaped, and in my 
{oule doe enyoy, by the royall underta- 
kings and religious eſtabliſhments of {o 

reat a *nurſing father to our Church : 
The | "pillars ] of which Church,(by that | 
reſembling Chriſt, the Lords higheſt a- 
nointed, himlelte _) he beareth up, as the 
Plalmiſt ſpeakes ; in ſupporting , cheriſh- 
ing, countenancing, and rewarding the 
holy Prieſthood. And ſurely, ( my Fel- 
low-brethren of the Mimiſtery ) would 
we not make ourſelves too cheape, nor | 
under-value rhe dignity of our honorable 
Function, but know our ſtations aright, 
conſidering that we are men of * God,and 
not men of-the world ; to buſte us in 


— 


thoſe tordid imployments thereof, or 
| cntangle 
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entangleour ſelves in the over-familiarity 
with the men thereof, which are below 
us ; would we liiten to thelweer advice of 
our owne pcereleſſe Dioceſan, (to whom 
| that Epitaph of Naz4/anzere on the great 
S* Baſel, isas due as ever 'twas to any ) 
Bpoily 7&0 Moy ©”, apeegmn Ts Bios. 

by whole mecke, and yet impartiall go- 
vernment, through Gods great bleſling, 
' whether for Dodrine, Dilcipline, or Ha- 
bite, there 15not to be found | one | re- 
fraftary Miniſter in our whole ſpacious 
Diocele ; whole words are thele ; Bz henrd 
above, be ſeene beneath , out-face ſinne,”out- 


reach it , out-live it : We are ? Starres in 


theright hand of God, let us be like any 
Starres, ſave ( the Moone ) that hath 
blots in her face ; or the Starre Worme- 

wood , whole fall made * bitter waters ; 
| Or Saint Fudes Planets, that * wander in 
irregularitics ; let the light of our lives 
ſhinein the faces of the world , and dazle 
them whom it ſhall not euide : : we canne- 


ver better tcltifie our t'12nkfull and loyall 


reſpects toſo good a King, in whoſe fa- 


vour 


CI 
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vour is our life, and by whole grace we 
are uphcld againſt the unworthy aftronts 
of this ſacrilegious age ; then by crying 
71 any by living-downe thole finnes 

which threaten our happinetle in him : 
Let usnot onely, as the daughters of Ze- 
lophehad, * peake right, nor as Napheal;, 
give goodly © words, nor as Facob, pre- 
tend a ſmooth > yoice alone, whiles our 
[ hands ] like Eſau, arc rough and hairy; 
I meane, our actions prove di{proportio- 
nable and incongruous ; for ſtill louder 1s 
the language of our lives than of our 
tongues , and of farre ſtronger efficacy 
to © winne an alicne : For ſo ] read, that 
very Pagan Kings of Britaine , as Arvira: 
15 , Marins, Coilus, &c. bcholding the 

good [ lives ] of Joſeph of Arimatbes, 
and his' twelve devout Diſciples, were | 
inclined ( as ſometimes Pharaob granted | 
* Goſhen to the Iſraelites ) to permit them | 
to inhabite in Inſula Glaſconia, in the | 
Iſland of Glaftenbury, by which 'meancs , 
the Chriſtian Religion was publiſhed | in. 
Britaine about tourc yeares after Chriſts 
relurrecti- | 


| 
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relurreQion, in the Jaſt yeare of Tiberins 
Ceſar; (and {06 beforeit came to Rome, 
which was not till the yeare of Clandins, 
ſay their * owne Chronologers ) as that 
excellent Antiquary, S* Henry Spelman, 
hath moſt learnedly ſhewed us : Thus 
ſurely if we ſhall not (fay ) onely, but 
(doe ) (for as *Panlxs F agins faith truely, 
Among the Greczans of old, the Philoſo- 
phers were alwayes preferred before the 
Orators,, iquod | vitaw | hominum  inſtitue- 
rent , becauſe their imployment was the 


ſfuch and pro- 


inſtruction of mens | lives ] and manners, 
not. of their tongues ) then, (not being 
wanting to our owne honour ) we may 
now (it ever ) hope, and expect to ſee 
our Tribe to tlouriſhyet once ! more, and 
our Mother-church to be knowne by her 
more beautified and adorned Palaces, no 
longer expoled toour view , and the eyes 


of ſtrangers, as lome weather-beaten cot- | 


fore either of them !ook't intothe world, &c. * Byronice, ad annum 39. & 40. 4 
i D. Henr, Spelman, in Apparatu, ad Concil. Anglic. edit. 1639. non 

\ Paulins Fagins, in prefat. ad ſentent. morales Ren. Syre. 
how l erc:otore it dd, in S Hen, Spelman Epiſt, Dedicat. to the Kang prefix. Cm- 
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my Lords 
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veth , that the 
Church of 
(Rome) was ne- 
ver our Mo- 
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* Deut. 28. 63. 


Y Pſal. 48. 13+ 
| Vet. bo ib. 


tages, uncemented , unfieled , hung with 
no other ornament than meere cob-web 
laune; but by a ſpecious, yet ungawdy 
Portall, by a comely contignation , 

the like awing, reverentiall, decent beau- 
ty, it may make her farce more ” ami- 
able in the eyes of all men : Now allo ſhal 
her :{fonhes alſo be diſcerned »by. their 
"cloathing,not more of. outward * habite 
than of inward righteouſnelle, by their 
grave deportments,'by their "anſtanoy in 
Preaching both inteaſon; and out .of ſfea- 
ſon ; by their godly ? converſations 4. a- 
dorning the ' Goſpell , and 'rejoycing 
the Saints : let us goe on cheeretally,, by 


our doctrine to: filence. Rowe , 'by 'onur 


[lives the ignorance the *1gnorance of the 
_ |fooliſh, and lymyg ſlanderers : loe | thus 


ſha]l God * delight in us to doe us * good-: 
Heſhall be knowne in the Palaces of our 
Cities, the Bulwarks of our S:oz ſhall be 
! marked by the following generations, 
for their * beautifull ſituation, and as the 
joy ofthe carth; yea, (to borrow the ex- 


* Pſal, 45+ 11, | 


peetih on of the Prophet ) the * King him- 
| (clte 
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himlelfe ſhall greatly deſire even (our) 
beauty : which meditation ſhould, me- 
thinkes, glad and cheare us againlt all the 
affronts and abaſures of carnall men; 
whether roofed in Cedar, or” wallowing 
in Cotes ; yea,or the feares of any Diony- 
ſian-like, whether © expilations, or mucte- 
rmes, or other * ſublannations whatſo- 
ever : And to whom,under the good God 
welerve, may we next al(cribe theſe great 
bleſſings, but unto that King of ours, 
whoſe heart. ( to borrow the expreſſion 
of the Scripture ) the © zcale of the Lords 

houſe hath even conſumed. my 
Andnow, for the cloſe of this point, 
which hath thus farre enlarged the houſe 
myſtical] of the Church, and ſhewen how 
pious Princes have in all times, (even to 
our (owne)) now ) ict the {ame in order ; 
Now I fay, ( were itnot in ſome kind an 
unkind Pray er) how willingly would we 
all here, as loyall and firhtull-hearred 
ſubjects, imporrune of God, ( oh bleſſed 
Soveraigne )) an :mmorralityfor you even 
upon earth ? however, this we will doe ; 
Q 2 we 
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| ever tran{migrate from one generation of 


——C__ 
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wewilll pray, and ne're leave © wreſtling, 
till with Jacob we obtaine the blefling ; 
that, ( to ripen him the more for future 
glory ) his yeares may be protracted to a 
longduration ; he may. be bleſſed in his 
perſon with health and (afety, in all his 
cuterpriſes with honour and good ſuc- 
ceſle ;and that, after his owne moſthapp 

tranſlation hence, all theſe his Royal] 
graces may, like a Pythagorean ſoule, for 


his ( owne, ) unto another, even-untill 
time ſhall be no more : and in the meane 
time let usall yeeld him the willing © Tri- 
| bute ofall due honour, ofour true obedi- 
ence, of our loyall fubjeion, of our 
unſtringed purſes , of our ſacrificed lives, 
To conclude, fith no Votary can be 
| more trueto his houres of Devotion,than 
| he is unto God for | us, | letns againe be 
| zealouſly earneſt at the throne of Heaven 
for him ; ] and not beſeech alone, bur, | 
as Tertullian phraſeth it, even beſiege that 
throne unceſſantly witha full army, as 
were, of inſtant and moſt importunate 


prayers ; | 
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prayers; that, ſith his life is ( now eſpeci- 
ally ) worth ten ® thouſand of ours; the good 
Lord would be moved with compaſſion 
towards us, ſo, that he will not quench 
this bleſſed * light of our I{rael., but, even |;,..,.. .. 
untoa long continuance yet, give him | 
the glory ofa proſperous kingdome here; 
andinalate, and well *crowned old age, | «>,,..:5, 
advance him unto the Kingdome ofeter- 
all glory for ever and ever and ever in 
the higheſt Heavens: Amen and Amen. 
And thus I have endeavored to ſhew 
you the ſeverall large rooms of this great 
Mylſticall houſe the Church : Now the. 
quere above propound about the orde- 
ring of this houlc , as it hath relation here 
to Hezekiah, 1n this text, comes to be re- 
ſolved ; namely whether our Prophet E- 
ay in this exhortation to the King, to ſet 

( his houſe in order , did intend the orde- 
| ring ofthe Church of God, under his do- 
minions? To this I reſolve thus ; that in 
a large ſenſe it did; my reafon is groun- 
ded on the former care, and practice of 
this good King, this way, in the ſtory of 
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his former life and adiahs : , tor: | Sirecines 
faith of him-expteſly this , wiz. Hezekiah 
had done the thing that pleaſed the Lord, 
and wasſtrong m the wayes of David, his 
father: now what were the waies of Dawid 
his father ? yee heard partly above, that he 
couldnot reſt, or take his "ſleep, till he 
had ſcene the Tabernacle, and the whole 
Church once well ſettled, andin*peacetull 
proſperity;& now let me add again out of 
another place , partly the mention of his 
griete., and * tears, forthe affliction/and 
diſtrefle of the Church ; and- partly allo 
his ? preferring of the happinetle thereof, 
cven above lus very chicte joy : The par- 
ticulars of his practice this way , the ſtory 
of his Iife abundantly make manifeſt ; He 
1 opened the doorcs of. the houle of the 
Lord, whiob hadbeen polluted, andrepai- | 
red them; he ſantifed the Prieſts and 
Levites; he reſtorcth all things, which his 
predeceſiors had taken out of Temple,and 
eſtabliſheth pure Religion among his peo- 
ple, as we read, 2 Chron. 29. 3,4,8&c. He, 
as he firſt ordeyned Pneſts and Levits to 

lerve 


—_— 
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ſerve in. the Temple, fſo,withall, heap- 


' pointeth for their * maintenance, 2 Chro. 
31. 4.alſo, when he ſaw the Children of 
[{rael burne incenle to the 'brafen ſerpent 
that Moſes had made, and that (which was 
at firſt intended for a myſtical] type and 
remedy, ina dangerous diſtrefie, as the 
ſtory manitelſts; to be abufed to moſt pro- 
hane Idolatry; he removed the high pla- 
ces, and brake the Images, and cut, down 
the groves, and brake in picces* the. bra- 
zen Serpent, calling -1t'in contempt, Ne- 
huſhtan, a thing made of Copper or bralle, 
or, as{ome ſay, given of the Serpent ; all 
this weread,/2 K ings 18. 4. In fucha god- 
ly * zeale allo, our Predeceflors and Fa- 
chers comming hate out of Popery, living 
netre unto Papilts and Popiſh twmes ;: by 
whom, and: wherein ,- Images uſed to be 
crept unto, incenſed, worſhipped and a- 
dored amonglt them; knowing, that if 
they were uttered to ſtand, asthey-did, 
they might put the people (newly conver- 
ted from the worſhip of them) in mind of 
their former practiſe, at leaſt in | heart ] 
ro 


| 
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'2Chyon” 3L. 4 


\Nam: 21.8. 


'See /vi; . 2, 


I 4: 


22 Kinz 18. 4 


* My LordB- 
Mont azae, late 
of Chicheſter, 
now of Nor- 
wich th Appetty 
Ce/mrem part ? 
2.C.23.p.263, 
264,265, 
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to adore them; for this cauſe, they moſt 
vehemently and - zealouſly cryed them 
down; and an homuly to that purpoſe 
(as conteyning a godly and wholſome do- 
_ arine, neceſſary for thoſe times )” was 


z5.peaking of | ſpecially made againſt Images, and the 
back of Ho- | perill of Idolatry , by their ſtanding, or | 
_ uſe : though now it is held by our grea- 
teſt Gamaliels, that a Picture for orna- 
ment , memory and hiſtory, may be had, 
«oc | andlooked ( abandoning , mcane while, 


fath joyned all religious worſhip of them, as moſt vile 
by Lockaryha * Idolatry _) upon : the like whereunto 


——_—_—_ was:performed allo in ſeverall times, and 
mages. By 


Moron, grand | apes of the Chriſtian Church; for nine- 
hic4r4o;. | teen Biſhops together in the Councell of 


and wy LG | a Fjheris; and the Biſhops of the whole 
4-0 Councell of Frankford, under Charles rhe 


. WC h : 
> reat, condemned the having of [mages in 
rytha lms Churches, for [ adoration: ] againe, about 


red,forfury, | the yecre of our Lord, $o1. Leothe third, 
perſtiion,;b;d. | (þ&1ng urged by the clearencſle of the ſe- 
ſett. 33. p. 278. 
& ſ10.nulq. p* 
377. Scealſo my Lord Archb” Uſher, ferm: on 1 Coy. 16, 17. a p+30431,32,%. ad 
fnem & c.4. ofthe Iriſh Religion, and multitudes more. * See Mr John Downe, 


| againſt Baxter,Þ.237,238, 


—_— 


cond 
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! cond Commandement)Em peror of FCon- 
[Rantinople, tooke them all away , ne po- 
ulus ftatuarum amans, eas ® adoraret , layth 
[Mohons Beroaldus ; tor which by Pope 
' Gregory the third of Rome, to make him 
the more odious to the people, he was ex- 

| communicated and ſtyled Iconomachrs, 

| which fignifieth, a fighter againſt Images: 
the Chriſtians Primitive retuſed to adore 
them , faith "Tertullian * Saint 4 Cyprian 
wrote a {et book of the vanity of ſuch I- 
dols ; and © LaSantizs much to the ſame 
eftect : and among our own * worthyes, 
which of them hath not cryed down their 
abuſe by adoration? in like zeale, no 
doubt, that this good King Hezekiab was 


| n —_—_ by, to remove the braſen ſerpent, 


all the people; Saint Ifidore in the Latine; 
and Saint $ Theodoret in the Greeke think, 
that God a ppcared unto Moſes, above 0- 


thingselic, 15 molt incapable of the ltampe 
of an Image ; by that mcanes removing 


the occaſion of [dolatryzing to it after- 
Þ wards: 


——O— — — 
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asbei ng he {tumbling block of Idolatry to & 
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'Heb.12 19. 

Dent -4.1 2. vide 
Caluin, Inſtttcl. 
I.co 11. ſed, 2. 


'In 2Tim,2+20. 
the Church 1s 
compared toa 
[ Preat houfe ] 
es Adam Sas- 
vout, BegoyEſtie 
115,and moſt o- 
thers, except 
St Ch ry foſtone 
a1:d T] cop! 36 
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wards : andagaine, when he wasabout to | 
give the Law upon mount Sinai, there 
wasa mighty [ voyce] heard, which being 
a ſound, cannot be ſhaped into any form, | 
or figure, much lefle a picture : So then| 
Hezekgah removing Idolatrous occaſions, 
and withall c{tabliſhing the truc worſhip | 
and ſervice of God, as yee have heard, it 
appeares that this eublique Houle of the | 
Church, was, if not mainely intended,(be- 
cauſe of the ſhort time he had now to let | 
his own private houle in order ); yet, I be- 
leeve, not excluded, but nvolved | in. 
this Ge exhortation of the Prophet now | 
under this dangerous, mortall ſicknes, ſent ' 


tohimfrom theLord ſet thine hou ſe inorder. 


But yet laſtly, beſides this bodily , this 
{pirituall and this myſtical] houſe; there | 
1s yct another ; ( which Ialſo think to be 
the very purpoſe of Gods ſpirit, moſt di- | 
refly,in thus Scripture) and that 1s the oe-| 
conomicall,or the Secular houſe;the Pro- | 
phet, der this expreſſion , comprehen- | 
ding all his attaires, that meceniad the | 
ſettling of his cemporall eſtate, and the 

bulſines 


| 
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buſineſle that concerned the well-orde- 
ring of his tamily , and diſpoſing of his ei- | 
cher outward Kingdome , or worldly | 
goods, for the benefit, and the quiet ot | 
poſterity ; For the ſtory tels us, 2 Chron. | 
32.27. that Hezekjah had exceeding 
much riches and honor and he made him- | 
(clte treaſures tor filver and for gold, &c. 
and [ belceve in this provident particular 
(avoyding all unlawtull atteCtions,and en- 
ranglements )the ( wi{dome)of the world 
though not the (carnality ) of the world 
(for 'tis not the regyua, but the weay- 
udleaa ) may be obſerved, as itis noted e- 
ven of Ahitophel, that minding to dy , 
(though God keepe all good people from 
chat manner of dying!) he gate him home 
to his houſe , and put his ' houſhold 
(thoughhe for want ofgrace could not do 
lo tohimſelte) in order : tor howbeit,the 
Children of this world are ( to wit in re- 
gard of the world & worldly affaires )® 
wiſerin the comparative,asour Savior tru- 
ly faith; (becauſe the Children willin this 


be like the Divell, their "Father , who 1s a 
P12 wily 


— — — 
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— — -— 


*wily, a*crooked,& a4(ubtile lerpent, they | 
therefore muſt and will be tull of ſleights 
and cunning crattinefle too, yet that his 
owne ſons, and children ſhould not alſo. 


be, in the poſitive at leaſt , wiſe,I ſee no. 


cauſe to the contrary : yea, Chriſt himſelt| 
advileth them, that it they will be 'inno- 
cent as doves, and be ſure principally to) 
keep that | they may be *wilc even as (er-| 
pents thembblres : And that the word | 
| houſe] is taken, in this ſenſe, is evident | 
trom many texts af Scripture ; ( which is 
ever thebelt interpreter oft ſelte ) ſo we 
read for inſtance; firſt, ior the houle to 
be taken for the family, Ger. 7. i. The 
Lord ſaid unto Noah , come thou and all thy 
*Þouſe into the Arke ; which m the leventh 
verle, is interpreted by his ſons , and his 
wife, and his fons wives,as the members of 
that houſe, or family; lo againe, Foſh. 24. | 
Fas] As for mee and my _—_ we will | 
ſerve the Lord, and, A&. 10. 2. Cornelins, | 
was a devout man , one that fear od God, with | 
all bis ( * houſe ;) and 1. Cor. 1. 16. I bap- | 


=_ alſo the (* bouſhold )) of Stephanas : | 
A&t. 


— —— ——— 


— 
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AS. 16. 15. Ly dia was baptized, and ber © 
( * houſhold, ) and wer. 34. ib. The con- | 
verted Jaylour believed in God, with all bis |. bay 
(houſe; ) in thele, and many places rury 
to this purpole , that might be alledged, 
by Houſe 1s underſtood a ( Family, ) wite, 
children, ſervants, &c. and that this Houſe 
was intended to be {ct in order by this 
Prophets cxhortation, 1s palt all quelti- | 
on ; tor the Scripture expretlel! v tells.us,in 
the dhetrew Text, which 1s rendred more 
appoſitely in our margin , Give charge 
concerning thine houſe ; which Funins and 
Tremelins render by, Da pracepta familie 
tae, that 1s, Give precepts and holy — | 
to thy family : beſides, in 2. King. 15. 

it's ard, that Hezekiah did chat which was 
right in the fight ot the Lord, according | 
toall that [" David Jhis Fatherdid: Now 
David is Father, faith the Scripture, firſt | © 
tooke {pectall care tor the Kingdome 1 it | 
(clte , and gave ipeciall *charge tor Solo- _ NIN 
mon to be anointed King in his ſtead for} 
the next {uccellion, as we read, 1. King. | 


1. 33, 34- and chen tor precepts to hs 
PF. © {onne 


» 3G T1 


- GS 


LIO 


ex Chrone28.9. 


'Gen. 18. 19. 


EPſal-101, 2,06 


b Gen. 49-1,2, 
Oc. 


for the Lord ſearcheth all hearts, and under- | 


ons in the Scriptures for the Father and 
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—— 1 


© ſonne himlelte, we have it cleare, 1. Chr. 


28. 9. And thou Solomon, my ſonne, know 


Sbcke Godof thy Fathers, and ſerve him 
with a perfe&; "LM and with a willing mind, | 


andeth all the imaginations 0 of the thoughts: 
if thou ſecke him , he will be found of thee 3 
but if thou forſake him , he will caſt thee off 


or ever. Hezekzahnow doingaccording 
to (all) that David his Father did, did 
doubtleſſe | this |] too , endeavour to (et 
his Family in order : in this, they both 
trod in the ſteps of their Father Abraham, 
of whom the Lord himlſelte giveth this 
Teſtimomnall, Gez. 18. 19. Iknow that he 
will command bis children, on his * houſhold 
to keepe the way of the Lord : The like was | 
profefied by Foſbua, as ye heard hut now, | 

ofſÞ. 24. 15. and by David againe at | 
arge, 8 Pſal. 101. 2. &c. and of old Facob | 
we have a ſettorme tor the benediction of 
his ſonnes 1everally upon his *death-bed, | 
Gen. 49. 1, 2, 3, &c. to this purpole we 
have likewiſe many trequent exhortati- 


Maſter, 


Maſter, ducly and in good order to 1n- 
ſtruct and 'traine your children up be- |. 
| times in the way they ſhould goe ; even | 
in the * nurture, and in the feare of the | 
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Lord : Readat your leafure, and 9bſerve 
at all times thele places ; Dent. 6. 7. Prov. 
22.6. Eph. 6. 4. Col. 4.1. of the duty of 
the Husband to the Wite, and fo reci- 
procally, this way, lee Eph. 5. 22,23.&c. 

1. Cor. 14. 34, 35- I might "bs you this 
way, many excellent examples, even un- 
der the New Teſtament ; where the 
whole houſe prove belecvers tor the ex- 
ample of the Parents, and the Maſters, 
the Husband, and the Wite, as 1. Cor. 7. 
14. Such an houſe was the Family of Cor- 
nelins ; fuch that of Lydia ; (uch that of 
the Jaylour; ſuch a good woman was T7- 
mothy's Grandmother ' Lozs, and his Mo- 
ther Emnice ; whole gracious mſtructions 
and example made Timothy to know the 
holy Scriptures cven from a ” child ; Pri- 
ſeilla and Aquila were fo godly this way, 

that in their very houle, faith Saint Pl, 


though but aprivate F amily \) there was 
| g | 
a 
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es | — — —_— 
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URomw.16.5. 
Col. 15. 


| 2Epiſt 7ob.1. 


| 


| | 1Fob. 13. 17, 


| "Luc.10, 28. 


1P/a/, 118,15, 


'1T 28: 3. 5,15. 
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a | * Church, ] Rome. 16. 3, 5. the *like 
whereunto is {aid of Nymphas, and the 
brethren which are in Laodicea, Col. 4. 15. 
Sce allo how S John greetcth, not the 
cle&t Lady onely, but her * clu[dren alto, 
2. Epiſt. John 1.and ſurely thus it alwaycs 
1s; when the voice of joy and health is in 
the 1 dwelling of the righteous, thenare 
the righteous, in their dwellings, ever- 
more in joy and health : And certainely 
through the want of this comes all the 
milchiete in the world ; for if we knew 
well how torule and governe our ' owne 
houſes, the Church of God at large muſt 
needs proſper the better tor us. Many 
very godly and uſctull directions, collet- 
ed out of the Scriptures, and the ancient 
Fathers, have beene already -printcd 1 ay 


the Charch of England, and delivered o- 


thereto morc ; rather let nic cxhort you 
to the ' prattice of what already is direCt- 
ed to us in this particular , and thus if we 


(doe, ) 


ver from the Mother to her Children ; fo | 
| that .] ſhould but caſt my drop into the | 
Ocean, it I ſhould here adde any thing | 
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| (doe,) we ſhall live. Now, beſides the 
ſetting 1n order of this houſe, the family ; 
there is alſo another acception of the 
word houle, when it 15 put to ſignthie all 
the eſtate and goods, or outward fortunes 
of a houſe; ſo, I thinke may that text be [ 
underſtood, 2 Time. 1. 16, the Lordgive 
mercy unto the * (houſe ) of Oneſepborss, | :;r;x.r. 16. 
| tor he oft retreſhed me, that is, not only to 
his poſterity; but a propitiousand proſpe- 
rous benediction even unto all that hee 
had; God grant, though(asit follows, wer. 
18. ibid.) in many things he miniſtred un- 
to me, in my chaines, yet that his ſtore 
may never be exhauſted; but that his *Ii- 
| | berall ſoule may be made fat, and after all, 
ver. 18. the Lord grant him; ſee that his 
own perſon ſeemes here to be diſtin- 
guiſhed from the former houſe, that he 
| may finde mercy of the Lord, in that day; | (4:6 ] 
and the originall Greek word there uſed txngpioy 
is | *o&>- | not omia, which two: words, Hor 
though happily, (as indeed they are) they | =<Juxuyn. 


1 . A hb, 
| be confounded in common ule; yet in the | 74i ur, 
 criticall acception, faith Ammonins,the for- -—— 
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mer denotes properly the - whol ſubſtance 
of the houſe; the latter , the houle of ha- 
bitafion : and,to omit multitude of ry 
Texts that might , to this purpoſe, be al-| 
ledged, take that one, Ger. 39.4, 5. where, 
it 1s fa1d, that Pharaoh made Foſeph over- | 
ſcer over his houſe, and preſently adds 
(all chat he had) he put into his hand; and | 
ver. 5. the bleſling of the Lord was upon 
[ all that he had | 7 in the houſe ,, andin 
the field : ſo that, without more adoc, 
by ſetting ofthe houſe in order, he incans, 
the well difpoſing of his goods, and tem- 
porall eſtate : This we finde to have been 
practiſed firſt, by Abraham, the pattern of 
our Faith , who before-his death, even 
(while he yet * lived ) faith the Scripture, 
he diſpoſed by teſtament unto Iſaac ,, his 
{on-and heire;all that he had, that is,all the 
chieteſt of his ſubſtance; and to his other, 
ſons he gave gifts; and [| then, ] or as 
Junius reads, poſtea, afterwardsor aftcr all 
this was done Abraham gave up the ghoſt, 
and dyed, ina good old age, an old man, 
and full of yecres , and was gathered to. 


his | 
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his people; Gen. 25. 5,6,8. and the like I "I 


read to have been practiſed by the twelve 
Patriarks ; I have ſeen *a booke intit'led, 
Teſtamentum duedecim Patriarcharum, filio- 
rum Jacob, per Robertum Lincolnienſem E- 
piſcopum, e Graco in Latinum verſum: and 
ſurely, by this very przdiſpoſall, and well 
ordering of our houſes (fo far as God hath 
any way bleſſed us, even in outward bleſ- 
ſings) betore hand;$& cheifly whileſt God 
affords us the good uſe of memory , or of 
our beſt intelle&uals ; by this, I ſay, much 

ood will accrew to our own ſouls in the 
firſtplace;&in the ſecond,no mean benefit 
withall unto ſucceflion : Firlt of all, to 
our owne ſouls; for by this voyding and 
emptying our hearts of theſe worldly, 
things , in the firſt order, - they ſhall by 
this become the more open hearted unto 
God, and heaven : like thoſe ſwift flying 
| birds, which, as the * Philoſopher tels us, 
do-cloſe their eyes ever with the under lid | 
ſhutting up their ey-light from the gar-| 
badge here below ; whereas the © graſler 


ſort of Creatures, cloſe their eyes with the 
Q 2 up- | 


— _— 
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upper lid, alwayes poring downwards, as 
King David faith of worldly, carnall men, 
they have ſet their eyes bowing *down to 
the carth : thus when Eljah was about 
to be carryed unto heaven in a fiery cha- 
riote, its noted that he caſt off, or let *fall 
his mantle ,, that now perchance would 


nica infraoftuvy. | 


have cumbred his ſhoulders; ſo certainly 
its moſt true,when we wrap our ſelves too 
cloſely, & bemuffledusin the warm weeds 
of theſe earthly buſineſſes, we are too dull 
'to mount nimbly into Heaven : when 
Moſes was to approach the buſh of Gods 
preſence, he muſt, ere he ſhall come hi- 
ther, ('as David e're he darit to compalic 
Gods Altar, ' waſhed his hands in imno- 
cency ) put off his 8 ſhoes from his fect ; 
that is,he muſt waſh thefeet ofhis Soul, his 
afteRtions from all the dirt. and ſweat, and 
{ *Sterquilian } ſoyled cogitations of the 
world, 'as Samt Bernard gloſkthit : as 
when Abraham was to go np to one of the 
| mountaines of Moriah, to offer a Sacrifice | 
to the Lord; its noted that he left his 

* ſervants, and his Afſe behinde himat the | | 


foote 


| 


is 
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foot of the hill ; that is, as Barradius mora- 
lizeth it, his ſervile and worldly afte&i- 
ons: as the bleſſed Virgine having beene 
ſaluted by an Angell, and greeted with 

ood tidings from Heaven, immediately 
ſhe left Nazareth, ( of which the Proverb, 
it ſcemes, went ainong the Phariſees, that 
out of Nazareth no 'good thing came ) 
and went with haſte into the'{ © Hill: ] 
Countrey , and kept her (elfe bufied m 
things above : ſo that -great Mercurins 
Triſmegiſhs protefierh; that when he fixed 
his mind to contemplate things * above; 
the ſentes of his body were affected even 
as' 2 man oppreſſed by the heavincſle of 
ſleepe; whileſt his ſoule kept up, like a 
Meteor above the earth , ſtill upwards 
towards Heaven , thus finding the {peedi- 
eſt iſſue : much like the diſpoſition ofthe 
Spoule in the Carticles, who, whileſt her 
[ heart} was (awaked)) for her Husband 
Chriſt , ſhe was'm her ſenſe of the body 
(” aſleepe ) and drowzie to the world : 
wherefore, if we refpe& with old Simeon, 


| our quiet in death, and then, as Gods {er- 


Q 3 vants, 
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vants, to. depart. with him:in' ® peace ; let 
as, though not caſt our ® (elves out of the 
world , yet, as thoſe Mariners, in Saint 
Pauls tempelt, ? lightned the Ship, by ca- 
ſting out the tackling ; let us caſt the 
world, with the rubbiſh and appurtenan- 
ces' thereof, out of our ſelves ; dealing 
herein: as.i Abraham did with his ſervant 
Hag##, when through too much cocker- 
ing and indulgence, ſhe began to waxg 
malapert and lawcy ,- he caſt her. out, and 
ent her away to wander in the. wilder- 
neſſe of Beer-ſheba': ſo when the world 
and fleſh begin to *luſt too cagerly.a- 
gainſt the: Spirit:, it 'muſt be ſubdued, 
though not deſtroyed ; it muſt be. in af: 
fetion caſt out, ' rectified, or crucified 
with the aftetions and luſts thereof: the. | 
reaſon hereof is, for that the more emp- | 
ty the ſoule is of the world, the more 
full it is of God ; and ſo on the contrary ; 
therefore we read in Scripture, that God 
appeared moſtly unto his Prophets, and 
great Saints in extaſics, in viſions, and in 


* dreames by night , when the ſoule hath 
3 boy _— becne 


—_— — 
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beene eſtranged, as it were, from uſuall 
commerce with the body : God and 
Mammon be:1uch " enemies, that, like 
heate and cold (the firſt qualities m the 
Elements } in intenſe degrees they can- 
not dwell together in one and the fame 
heart : The .* Philoſopher gives a very ra- 
tionall argument to prove this ; To uv 
TapepuPanouuor XWAUEL To aMoTPION 5 % ay|t= 
Peale. That which is within {o intimate- 
ly exiſtent already;, that 1t 1s, in a fort; 
the {fame with what che minde 1s faſtened 
upon 3 (To » ro9v , 2; To rot ufuor To aulo 
Gr, as the ſame. Philoſopher faith) ſothe 
Scripture it elfe plainely ; He that is joy- 
ned to the Lord, is [ ? one ] Spirit : )this, 
I fay, thus fixed within already, expelleth 
and bolteth out what is not of the ſame; 
but of another nature from without ; and 
our Saviour is himſelfe expreſſe, that no 
man can ſerve God and * Mammon at the 
lame time, 1m minrenfe degrees, and in that 
manner, as God himlſelfe expects it trom 
him ; Matth. 6. 24. Hence we oblerve, 
that the Iſraclites, after they had once 


caten 


* Zatr. 4. 4s 


* 4riftor.lib.z. | 
ae anima,cap.s. 
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| catenofche old corne of the: land , they 


found the Manna from .Heaven' on the 
next morrow to * ceaſe, nor had they any 
of that *food of. Angels | more, ] Foſh.5. 
r 2.. Saint Auſtin gives the reafon'of it 
clearely , S: animus habet, unde deleGe- 
tur extrinſecus, fine deleclatione manet in- 
trinſecus : that 1s, if, the: Agyptian fleſh- 
pots of fat and greazie delights from 
without can content the minde enough, 
then 1t cannot finde true inward cheare- 
tulneſic and deleQtation within ; and yet 
from | ©within | all the glory of Gods 
Church is brought , yea, there principal- 
ly it | 1s, ] and lyes. Certainely what an 


| honourable perſon of great parts faid of 


Riches, and other appurtenances of the 
world at large, is much more true in 
death ; they are the very | © baggage ] of 
vertue ; the Romane word isbetter, ipe- 


| dimenta; for as the baggage is toan Army, 


ſo are'richesto vertue ; it cannot well be 


| ſpared, nor left behinde, but yet it 


hindereth the march ; yea, and the care of 
it diſturbeth, often loſeth the victory : 


and * 


_—_—— 
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re 


| and it's worth our notice, how Saint Paul 
| hath joyned thoſe two cogether; (et your 
. | affections on things above, and *not on 
| things below, Col. 3. 2. neceſfarily umply- 

C ing, that w hileſt 1 men do keep (craping 
with Aſops cock , and ſpurle tor pearles 
of contentment in the dunghill of the 
carth below ; and, as our Apoſtle faith, 
doc 1a'emiyaagpud,mind earthly things; 
and, as the greeke word fignityes, do 
place their 5 wi{dome in them ; they can- 
not then ſceke thoſe things, which be 7a 
aw, above, and "from above ; neither 
glory, the end; nor grace, the way to that 
end : and indeed what 1s wealth but the 
meer carkaſe of happinefle ? many times 
the ſilver hath moreguilt, and the world 
| more ' thornes, then as true godlineſle 
| *contentment, or great gaine * and if 
wealth bea carkaſc, it'sa prey fitter for a 
vulture , and ſuch ravenous creatures , 

then the repaſt of any cleane birds ; md 
herein the compariſon holds between the 
Vulture, andanenvious ſlanderer, and a 
worldly muckworm : For asa malicious 


| R Shi- 


— —_— 
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Shimei, or Doeg, or an hypocriticall lan- 
derer, lookes like an hooting owle, ora 
blindiſh bat, upon the virtuous lrecti-/ 
tudes, and ations of the party envyed,' 

with a negleCtive eye; but loves to be 
like flycs upon a rawgalled back, ſtill ſuck-| 
ing , and ſtinging, and buzzing upon his 
infirmities ; ſo doth the carnall worldling, | 
looking askuc upon heaven, ( as the Vul- 
tures paſſing over,with {pecd,the pleaſant 
gardens of delight, ro the dead carkale , 
that lyes noyſome to the ſenſes ) pitch his 
moſt intended thoughts upon the ſpirit- 
gr IevIng garbage of the world : 
os” yuoes Actpiotes WONG, xa Tapade 75 
WapaTpeXoles Tois vexpois eOmmTTAIT A} Tw- 
uaon, as Iſrdore Peluf: ota hath it : S*, Paul 
hath expreſlely giv cn that title to all 
worldly things, T& " CxvÞpana., Phll. J- oN 

which {1gnitycth dung, or dirt, quaſe «1 

oiÞaro, Or that which is caſt out to dogs, 

and [winC, quaſe 7 oUBa Xo , (from TUs, plot 
onaſmo T# x }) And yet, in this, I muſt not 
be miſtaken; as 1 eyther the things of this 


/ 
Kala ep 


— —————— 


world, in themſelves , were ſimply thus 
3 or 


——— 
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or {imply to be undervalued; but *compa- 


ratively: Pharaohs*leane kine were (kine,)} 


though not ſo | well-liking, ] in compari- 
{on of the fat ones; and riches, Gods left- 
hand bleſſings,be bleſſings, thoughin com- 
pariſon of thoſe of the right-hand ble{- 
lings, they beasnone : as when the Queen 
of Sheba ſaw Solomon in his glory , though 
ſhee came to him in a viſit from far South, 
laden, and full of wonder, but onely up- 
on hear-{ay ; yet when ſhe beheldall her 
ſelf, it's ſayd there was *no more Sprrit 
her: how no more? notſimply none ; but 
none in exerciſe, none incompariſon : be- 
ſides, we mult learne to diſtinguiſh ( and 
indeed Chriſtianity hath yet taught us 
nothing,if we have not learned this diſtin- 
Ction }) between the *( Love )) and be- 
tween the (Ute) of the world; or in Saint 
Pauls termes, between the (uſe) and the 
(abuſe) r Cor. 7.31. the vanity of loving 
of it, at leaſt too much, appeares from the 
next words, for the faſhion of this world 
paſſeth away 3 acſe diceret, faith St. * Grego- 


ry, Nolite conſtanter mndum diligere, quan- 
| R 2 do, 


| bag | 
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"tht anima ipſa 
m conteplaticn?, 
que eſt dulcedg 


qutedam drvina, 
ſupra ſe evehi- 
tur exulrans, 
cum coenoſcat 
0214 hec mun- 
d.ma[ in compa- 
ratione | bont + 
tits moommu 
tabilts nullins 
valyris eſtes Stel- 
la, ad c.10, Luc. 
in fine. 
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ons upon that , which, while you love, 


| faire medows of Sodome,not of their ſins; 
' our bleſſed Saviour faw the glory of all 


Deaths Summons, and, 


do & ipſe non poteſt, quem diligitis, ſtare; ; | 


| incaſſum cor quaſe manentes figitis , dum fu- 


git ipſe, quem amatis; that 1s \why will you 
ſtand loving of , and ſetting your affecti- 


doth vaniſh , and as Jobs riches, that had 
wings,fly away often betore enjoyment : 
And indeed, ſaith a devout Prelate, it 1s 
a great weakneſle not to({ce)but we muſt 
be inamoured ; Eliſha ſaw the ſecret ſtate 
' of the Syrian court, yet as an enemy; the 
| bleſſed Angels fee our earthly attayres, 
but as ſtrangers; Moſes his body was in 
' the court of Pharavh,amongſt the delicate 
ZXgyprtians,his heart was luftering with the 
afflicted Iſraclites : Lot tooke part of the 


Kingdomes, and contemned them ; and 
cannot the world looke upon us Chiilti- 
ans, but we are bewitched? yea, let us | 
| but conſider how very heathens many | 
| have not onely made orations , and de-'; 
| claimed againſt riches, and BR pompe ; 

but haveeven laughed: at their loſle: mo- 


ncy 
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ney is the ſinews of all outward negotiati- 
ons, and though, as the Scripture ſaith, the 
love thereof be the © roote of all evill; yet 
as King Philip laid, all * Caſtles. might be 
conquered by it ; when all the braſen 

ates had ſhut in Danae, yet ina ſhowre 
of gold, Jupiter camein to her ; it doth 
wonders, 

Y Aurum per medios ire ſatellites, 
Et perrumpere amat Saxa, potentins 
Iu fulnineo, @Xc. 

faith the Poet : and yet the Lacedemo- 
nians counted 1t asa very * improfitable 
and a vaine thing : and to give themlelves 
wholly, Divine deleGationt, to divine de- 
light m the ſtudy of Phyloſophy , &c. A- 
naxagoras , Democritus, others, have even 

uite left their lands and patrimonies ; 
Anacharſrs,the wiſelt Scythianof his tune, 
ſleighted it; the applicarion is made rea- 
dy to my hand by the mellifluous * Tully, 
An Scythes Anacharſts potuit pro mbils pe- 
cuniam Aucere , noftrates Philoſophi facere 
non potuernnt ? {hall Anacharſss a Scythi- 
an, account of gold as of nothing , and 


R 3 (hall 


Fay | 
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ſhall not our Countrey-men the Philoſo- 
phers doe the like ? yea, ſhall not Chriſti- 
ans ſhame to be outſtripped by Heathens ? 
How ſhould we * (corne, to thinke that 
an Heathen-man ſhould laugh either at 
our 1gnorance, or impotence ? ignorance, 
if we thought too highly of earthly 
things; impotence,it we over-loved them, 
Let us rather imitate that woman above 
in Heaven, Rev. 12. 1. which types the 
© Church, cloathed ( as ye ſaw above ) 
with Chriſt himlſelfe the Sun of righte- 
ouſneſle ; and upon her head a crowne of 
twelve Starres , which are the twelve A- 
poſtles , who having borrowed light from 
the Sun, the fountaine of all light, Chriſt 
Jeſus, converted many by that light from 
darkneſſe, and for that -doe now * ſhine 


as Starres in the brightneſle of the Firma- | 


ment ; but under her feet was the 
(Moone ;) By the Moone, * earthly 
things are rightly reſembled, which be- 
ing neareſt to the region of mortality, is 
ever in *changes, andnever lookes upon 
us twice with the ſame face ; and when it 

is 
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13 at the full, is blemiſhed with ſome 
darke blots, not capable of any iIlumina- 
tion; aud all thoſe outward things are 


— 
* 


— > I 


(under herfeet_ to ſhew how ſhe {purnes 
at and tramples them ; even as we finde 
the Primitive Chriſtians , when they had, 

in the Churches great neceſſity, ſold cheir 
lands and poſlcfſions , they came and laid 
the money at the Apolſtles( 8 feet, }) docen- 
tes calcandam eſſe pecuniam , ſhewing how 
that price was to be valued and dealt 
withall : and indecd, my Brethren, faith 
Saint ® Bernard, anid (in) hoc wmundo a- 
gimus.? aut quid {acivms ( de) boc mundo ? 
as the Lord ſaid to Elyjah on another oc- 
caſion , What doſt thou here Elijah ? to 1, 
what have we to doe here in this world ? 
at leaſt , what doe wee much make or 
meddle with it ? loe, faith S* Panl, we are 


tangled with the affaires of that world, 
the love of which is "enmity with God ? 
beſides, doe we not know that we arc 
here bue as mere ® [trangers and pilgrims? 
having here no continuing City, but 


men of (* God, ) ſhould we then be !en-|:!:;. 


B lceking | 
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ſeeking one to ? come, whole *builder 


and makeris God ? lecke we not another | 
1 Countrey ? and whileſtwe are at home 
in the * body, we are ablent from the 
Lord? ſhould our ' converlations then be 
here, or elte in Heaven ? where our God, 
whoſe we are , and whom we ſerve,hath 
his * Throne, and who eſteemeth of the 
earth but as of a * foot-ſtoole ? yea, faith 
holy ?Calwine , Si celum patriaeſt, quid ali- 
ad terra, quam exilinm £ &c. It Heaven be 
our Countrey , what 1s the carth other 
then a very baniſhment ? and who can 
take pleaſure in the richeſt ſoyle under 
the Sun, perſecuted, and in ſuch a condi- 
tion ? if we conſider it ſimply, nay, if 
you ſhould like children dally with theſe 
fond knacks, and be taken with thoſe 
toyes of the world ; that when God ſends 
us into the world, as he ſhewed ſome- 
times wonders unto Iſrael, * That they 
might keepe his ſtatutes , and obſerve his 
"— 6 loe ! we, like thole that were ſent 
to Opbir for gold, bring backe home no 
trafficke but * Peacocks feathers 3 Or as 


thoſe | 


I——_ 4 
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tion of ſpirit ;yea more ſtill , is mere ly- 
ing, and *leafing, faith his Father Dawid ; | 

and that we might be ſure to notice it, he | 
hath ſet to a( Selaþ) in the period of the 
tentence, Pfel. 4. 2. (which (Selab) was 


third Chapter ; and inthe ule it ſerved, 
lay the learned, to point us to a buſt- 
neſle of ſpeciall oblervation ; the Chaun- 
ter of the Quire being wont,at ſuch ſtops, 
to *Jift up his voice, and raiſe it toa high- 
cr note : ) But why arc carthly things re- 


ſembled unto *leafing? ) " Ludolphns 
S makes 


a note, no where uſed but in Dawids |* 
Plalines, and thrice in Habakknk's | 


| 29 
chole filly people in America, of whom 
b Maginus tells the ſtory, that they part | » 6,Ce 
| with gold, the choice{t me calls and jewels, | 5 
merely tor glafie and bawbles : if we will, 
| like thole infatuated Gentiles, needs be- 
| come thus © tooliſh ; yet, w hat will be the |* *-» I. 23. 
| ifJue ? behold, fith King Dawid, thus love, i MT 
( or dotage. rather) i is but to love d Yani- | {2/44 2. 
ty ; yea, as his ſonne King Solomon doubles | 
and redoubles it , © Vamty * of vanities, all | 501-2. 
3s vanity ; and more than this too, & vexa- | »- 6 reflecas fi 
x" enguet 
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makes the anſwer , quia amatores ſuos de-| 
cipmnt , OO non faciunt quod promittunt : 

becauſe they are never {o good as their 
word, nor ever doe they make ood 


their promiſes; yea, they are in this like 


Epbraimites , when you thinke molt to 
have them, like Davids mercies | * ſure, ]| 
yet then they ſtart aſide like a broken, or 
a "deceitfull bow, and prove as Ag ypt 
was wont to doe to Iſrael, onely as Eze- 
kiel laith, a Stafteof ( "Reed ; _ the con- 
dition whereof 1s ſuch, faith the Scripture 
elle where, that if a man *leane on it, 1t 
will not onely faile him as a ſupporter, 
and be as Jobs friends, many of them, 
were, in his adverſity , ? miſerable com- 
forters; but, ſaith the Text,-it will goe 
into his hand, and pierce it : for, ſaith my 
Aurhor, they promiſe hberty , but pay 
bondage ; they pronuſe much Jike the 
1 Romaniſts, that invited over John Hus, 
and Hierome of Prague , the Venetian 
" Fulgentins, the French Abbot of Boys, 
and after them the Dalmatian Spalatenſss, 
which like (filly ſheepe) were enticed by 

the 


Pam" 
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the faire pretences of late conduct , and 
dilnmiflion againe in ſecurity : but loe 7 
here is nothing but leaſing ; they 
pay feare , yea blood; for like the 
ſimple creatures in the Fable, they went 
to viſite the Lyon in his den, but their 
blood was ſo ſweet, that he ſucked it our 
all - it were a happy ſpirituall ule of the 
Foxes craft ,. if we percetving no prints 
of "returning foot-ſteps, would be wa- 
ry of the pawes of the old © Lyon the De- 
vill; or of the ginnes of his under-broa- 
kers, the fleſh and the world, for theſe 
muſtnceds reſemble their chiefe Maſter, 
and prove * deceivers even of the whole 
world. Well then, weigh thele things 
thorowly , and know thy ſelte aright, oh 
man, and then love the world it thou 
canſt : loe! 'tis for brutes to looke down- 
wards ; and for none but a belotted Ba- 
bylonian to eate * grafle with Oxen ; tan- 
quam vos puniteat, non ? quadrupedes eſſe 
natos, faith Laftantins ; What doe you 
wiſh you had beene made ? orelle repent 
that you were not made foure-footed 

| S I creatures ? 


ſub freur.i he 
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creatures ? yea, * Sacrilegit wel maximi in-\ 
ſtar eſt, bumi querere, quod in ſublimi debe- 
as invenire , laith Minutins Felix : It's a 
kind of Sacriledge, oh Man, by which 
thou robbeſt God of that Wo he ad-; 
orned thee withall in thy firſt creation, to | 


be alwayes poaring for that tclicity be-! 


| neath, which 13 not but to be found a-| 


bove ; looke then but upon thine owne 
afture , and refemble in thy actions, 
2 Os bennind ſublime dedit, columque teri. 

Tuſſit,@9+ ereStos ad | Gder a tollere vultus, 
Gith the Poet ; Secke then thoſe things 
that are above ; ſee, they be thy feet, the | 
moſt ignoble ad the worſt part of "thee 


| that arc placed downwards ; to tcach thee 


how to trample on thoſe clods of earth | 


| below thee : O man, be not embruriſhed ! 


(o farre, as to ſinke below thy Specics : 
and like that Orator Meſſala Corwinus, | 
forget' thine owne name or condition : 
Sce, tis a very unnaturall thing tor man 


to love what he was never intended tor in. 


Ins firſt creation. What is wealth but | 
duſt ? and what is duſt but the condem: | | 
ned | 


”” PS _ 


5 


A tt, 
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ned *foodof the Serpent,t that crawls ? yea, 
turn not Caniball, © man, and cate th 


[les that waite for God, the {pirituall men 
that come with acceptance to Gods altar, 
and that glorify the houle of his glory by 


| their devotion and obcience,untofclouds: 
who are thele that fly as a cloud? now 
clouds, we know in Philolophy , are va- | 


pours elevated & drawn up trom the earth 
by the heate of the {un-beams ;, fo, flaith 
Hugo de Prato F lorido,arc (pirituall men c- 
levated by the virtue of the holy Ghoſt, 

(whole comming to the Apoſtles, on the 
day ofPentecoſt,wasin the likenes of*fire, 


which by reaſon of its innate levity al-| 


wayes ſtriveth to *alcend from, the love 
of carthly things, untoheaven,, and hca- 
venly things as Ezekvel faith that: the 
ſpirit * rooke him | up, | between Heaven 
and earch : To cud this point ;, if you 
aske me now, how indeed you would be 
directed for the uſe of outward. things , 
thus take the rclolation, in fumme ; Not, 
5 3 as 


— 
—— 


4 *Gen-3- 14+ 


ſelf, for what art thou but © duſt ?: the |*6« 


Prophet Eſay, ca.60.5.hathrelembled the 


3 | 


by [| 9. 


cf 
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as inan unallowed, heaven-tempting 'her- 
mitage, toabandonir,as a thing to be al- 
rogether ] and univerſally deſpiſed : tor 
{o doing, how do we but flight that wile, 
and great Creatour,* of, and from whom 
are all things; and thoſe all things are alſo 
good, and *'very good? But in compari- 
{on of {pirituall things ; to undervalue 
theſe worldy things; and not to place our 
" wiſdome in them ; or to ſet our princi- 
pall ” affection upon them ; for this were 
not to uſe, but to %abuſe : He that touch- 
eth pitch, faith the wiſeman, ſhall be ? de- 
filed with pitch; but not, if yee touch it 
only with a cold hand, and do not keep 
a chafing,and atheating of it in your hand: 
for it i5not the {mple poſſeſſing of riches 
and honor,( were not * Abraham, and Lot, 
eminent this way?) but the being fentan- 
led in thele aftaires, that breeds *diſtra- 
Aon : whenour Saviour ſaid to Martha, 
that * one'thing was needfull, and that her | 
ſiſter Mary, ( lefle troubled abour the 
houſe, then ſhee ) had choſen that good 
part, which ſhall not be taken away trom 
her; 
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her ; (by which | one thing ] was meant, 
faith*Idecus Chchtovens, unitas metis in De- 
um collect, per internam contemplationem, 
O quietem , rejedtis| dividue | vite, O- 
in plurima diſtraSt.e , non ſine ingenti turba- 
tione , curis; the uniting ofthe mindecol- 
lected by inward contemplation , and 
reſt towards God ; the diſturbing cares 
of the ſoulc-dividing world being caſt a- 
way I fay, our Saviour by | preterring |] 
Mary's choyce of that chiete one good 
thing,dothnot univerſally condemn,asab- 
folutely unlawtull, the employment of 
Martha; tor as ! Peraldas faith well,neceſ- 
ſaria eft tamen Martha Maria, Martha was 
neceſſary, and uſefull unto Mary ; as Fa- 
cobs * ſtafte was to him, in hus paſlage over 
Jordane; of ſome ftay and defence; bur, 
as 1t was laid of thoſe flings, 1n the old mi- 
litie, they were of good ule, and did ſome 
ſervice the battaile ; yet without other 
armor and weapon , they were a weake 


munition ;{olay I ot riches, without Godds|. 


other *bleſlings added with them : andin 
ſhort, we may uſe the world , as the Ira- 
clites 


— 


— — —  — 
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| and by that fire to con{ume them : ſurely 
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clitcs didthe Agyptian > Jewcls(to which 
St. Auſtin allo compares the ulc ofhumane 
| Arts in popular Sermons) for ule or orna- 
ment ; but if once we make an Idoll of 
it ( as Saint Paylcals covetouineile © Ido- 
latry) it's time to caſt them into the ire, 


otherwiſe they will prove to be what St. 

Paul (aith of the love of money,the * root, 

that feeds all evils with it's {ap. If were 
to make a determination for the happieſt 
condition, m this lower world, I ſhould 
ſoon relolve with the Poet tor the mean ; 
neither to be too high.,. {et up. as a flage, 
obnoxious to every ſtorme and tempeſt 
of envy and malevolence, the eyc-ſore of 
of the ambitious; in this advanced ſtation, 
what are men ,, but as that golden cap'd 
Coloſſus, very ſpecious without, and gla- 
rious tolook upon; but pricked all with- 
in with nayles, and ruſt , and cares? hke 
fickmen upon their beds, ever turning, 
yet cver diſcontented ; ad whileſt wee 
{pend our time in ſeeking enviouſly what 
is other mens, we dy, and then all our 


|. raine | 


| 
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vaine thoughts periſh, ere we can enjoy 


' OUF OWNE., 


; 
| 


| 


| 


--* Hunc atque bunc ſuperare laboret ? 
Sic feſtinanti ſemper locupletior obſtat. 
. On the other fide, I would not be {o low, 
| as to become as one of Jeroboams Prieſts, 


| the * dregs of the people : I ſay as the 


Poet, 

Ole GCRpct] T&gler, "a7 £ UY0uatl, ax jo & 1, 
Zv > Ta) AY WV, unSev E #11 4 G20), 
which is the ſame what Agar deſired, Pro. 
39. 8,9. Give me neither poverty, nor niches 


feed ne with food 5 convenient for me, left 1|- 


be full, and deny thee, and ſay, who is the 
Lord # or leſt I be poore, and ſteale, and take 
the name of my God in vaine. Well then, 
my Bcloved, let not us with old Toby ſut- 
fer our eyes to be blinded with the Swal- 
lows dung of this world, nor dare to 
make a willing ſhipwracke of conſcience 
for the venture of a little ballaſt of gaine ; 
whereinat laſt there 18no more ({olid well- 
ſavouring taſte than there is, as Job advi- 
{eth me, m the white of an egge, or elle 
true light i in the Cimmerian, and the blac- 


T | ket 


'r. King.13. 
3 3» 


3 Pros 30. &, 9 


74) 6. 6. 
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| and forced on our death-beds to be rid of 
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keſt darkneſſe : But elpecially let us be 
wary that we ſhake hands with thefe kind 
of aftaires before we come , as Hezekiab 
here, to be {ummoned-to our diſſolution, 


them, or of our foules; ſurely then thefe 
things will be juſt as Sauls Armour was 
upon the ſhoulders of David, * too bigge, 
and cumberſome : Then, at that ſeaſon a 
man, 14 ever, ſhould be as S* Bernard once 
gave counſel] to his Monke , that he 
ſhould be as another * Melchizedech,with- 
out Father, without mother, without 
Genealogy ; Nec patrem ſebi wocet | ſuper 
terram | neither let him call any man fa- 
ther upon earth : imo ſec ſe exiſtimet, quaſe 
ipſe fit ſolus, &» Deus ; yea, let him fo c- 
{tceme himſelfe, as if God alone and 
himſelte were onely. by themlelves toge- 
ther : for aſluredly, in (uch ſpecial] timics 
of. diftrefle, Satan 151nuch like to Pharaoh, 
the Agyptian Tyrant to the Iſraelites in 
Goſhen, when he thinkes the ſoule is go- 
ing. * oft from his. fubjeCtion and king- 
dome , he doubles. the Bricks, and yet 


would | 
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| 


would not have any "ſtraw allowed them; 
that is, doubles the force ofhis temptati- 
ons,but yetwould have nought but ſtubble 
allowed the Sts. no folid matter, to make 
up a firme wall, or bul wark of comfort to 
dead the gunſhot of his*fiery & moſt fierce 
temptations of deſpayre : the cares of this 
world then,&God,are apt asPaul$& Barna- 
bas to fall out and ſeparate,yea toſ divide] 
betwixt the Soule and God ; our Saviour 
hath therfore expreſſed the " care of the 
world by ſuch a word as doth fignifie, as 
It were, a (parting) ofa thing in ſunder, 
Miatth, r 3. 22. once more; The cares of 
this world then will deale with the heart 
of man , as the Levite did with his * Con- 
| cubine, ſhread it into many parts ; or as 
king Dawiddid with the people of * Rab- 
bah, put it under 1awes and harrowes, 
and axcs of iron, gricvoully afHict with dit- 
gculries and torments, even to wake a 
tearing and apulling of the Soule in pec- 
ces : furely good thoughts , in death, arc 
like to Ferenie's basket of good figs, ? very 
good ; and evill ones on the other fide, 


— 


T 4 as 


* Viexmontins, 
Inſtitut. ad Pa- 
nents part. 1. 
Cap. 2. 


®Matt. 13.22. 


{ig1zure TAy a 
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Ver. 


" Zudg.19. 29. 
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("x 40 | Deaths Summons, and, 
OO ſashisbad figs, very badand naughtie : be- 


fore you 4 ſet your heart upon your Ri- 
ches, when they were encrealed ; now,bee 
alluredthey will ſet themſelves upon your 
1 heart ; ' old friends cannot well part on 
ealic termes : Whertore, it with the 
Prodigall , youhope to feaſt it at home 
with your Father in Heaven with joy 3 
you mult firſt reſolve to returne home 
to your {elves by thoughts of Repentance;| | 
and throughly reſolve to forlake the 
2:15.46. | * husks of all earthly contentments, with 
men of a {winiſh diſpoſit] tion herebelowe 
atorehand , elſ{c in vain ſhall we hope for a 
wel-come home, or a kifſe from our hea- 
| venly Father : Ina word, the mannerof 
| old Jacob's BenediCtion of Maſſeh , and 
' Ephraim, the two ſons of Foſeph, on his 
 Death-bed, is a lively plattorme of all our 
demeanor in our Death-beds ; Jacob firſt 
| Gen48.13.14. | ( 'crofleth) his hands, in the giving of his 
| bleſſ ing ; and this was to ſhew, that ctther 
the whol vertue of his Benediftion was to' 
iſlue trom the croſſe of Chriſt, who was af- 


| ter to iſſue trom his loynes 3 or elſe that | 
all 
| 


1 Pſatl, 62. 10, 4 


= 
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all bleflings 1a this life were mixed with 
their croſles; (as I ſhewcd before)and then 
he purpoſly laid hisright handupon Ephra- 
inthe youngershead,& his left hand upon 
Manaſſeh, though the elder brother;all w* 


Hugo de ſanGigwittore thus moralizethr; by 
Facob 1s repreſented Chriſt ; by Foſeph, 


Man, by Ephraim, atte&ion, by Manaſſeb, + 


oblivion ; by the right hand, things eter- 
nall ; by the left hand, things temporall; 
now oblerve, Jeeph, he puts his eldeft ſon 
Manaſſeh towards liraels right hand, that 
is, Man ſcts oblivion towards things eter- 
nall ; but Ephraim his younger fon to- 
wards Iſracls Teft hand, that is, ſets his af- 
tection towards things temporall ; but Fa- 
cob doth quite otherwiſe , and crofleth 
this diſpoſition; and ſo muſt a true, and 
a godly Chriſtian fer his atteQion mainely 
upon things cternall, and heavenly ; but 
oblivion and forgettulnefle to rhings 
temporall,,andearthly ; foSr. Paxl, as we 
read , when he was about to prefie hard 
outwards towardrthe marke of perteCtion, 
* forgot thoſe things which were beiund : 

ST 1 This 


emer nc 


p CE 
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Thus muſt we do likewiſe ; we ſhall then 
finde theſe outward things, as he did, in 
na compariſon of the ſpiriruall things of the 
2Eh.3.16. | *hidden, and of the ” zmner man , to be but 
*Phyl.3.8. . , 
14ugafin31.1c. | Even as * dung and dirt; or, as St Ayflin 
net” | ſtyles itRes tranſetoria,quodanmodo| *Iutea | 
felicitas : and St. Hierom allo ( in epiſt: ad 

| Nepotian. ) Divitias(lutum) putabinnes : As 
| therefore we would find peace, and com- 
fort-firſtin our owne particular ſouls, let 
]usbecarely, and ſeriouſly exhorted , be- | 
l-16.3-13, | fumes, even whileſt 1t is called to * day, e- 
ven whileſt we have time ; and no time | 
1s ours,but the very inſtant, that webreath | 
in;) letus, Ifay, whilſt we have time, 
«64.610, and © opportunity, herein prize our own | 
peace , and happineſle of Soule in death; 
to order the aftaires of the world , to dil- | 
poſe of our eſtates by will, and legacy, or 
gift ; we ſhall ind much reſt to our Soules | 
hereby ; andit yce ſhall happily ſuſpeR, 
that your poſterity ( as two many grace- 
leſle, and undutitull of-{prings are too of- 
ten) will be fingring before hand, then 
let this fatisfie that feare 3 where a teſta- | 
ment 


EE us | 


SE. 
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ment is, there muſt alſooftneceſlity be the 
(4death) of the teſtator;for a teſtament is | «x4,9.6,17. 
of force (after) men are dead; otherwile, 
it isofnoſtrength at all,while the teſtator 
liveth , Heb. 9. 16,17. if any ſon of Belzal, 
that ſhakes off the yoke of awtfull obedi- 
ence to his parent, ſhall preſtune , before 
hand, to rob his Father, or his Mother , 
| the © ravens of the valleyes,ſaith the Scrip- 
ture, ſhall plucke out his eyes: and be- 
ſides, you may reverle at pleaſure, as 
God lendeth farther terme of yeares : Be 
exhorted then, firſt of all, for the peace 
and quiet of your own Soules, in this re- 
ard, as my.Prophet here adviſeth Heze- | 
Liah, to ſer your houſe in order , even be- 
fore Death, | | 
| Secondly, beſides this good to rhe Soul 
of him that is deceafing ; there may here- 
| by cnlue much benefit even toour fucce(- 
ſion: good God! what Aceldamasare of- 
ten made? what *fields of blood by dire-| ©*** 
full Duels between brethren, for an un- 
diſpoſed, and unſetled Patrimony ? as 
| Eſau and Jacob in the wombe, how do 
they * 


*P7g 30.17, 
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they ( other ſome.) all their lives long 
[ 5 ſtruggle; ] for elbow-roome upon that 
earth, waich as1t wasat firlt communis men- 
2, a3" Progopins {peaketh , the common 
boord that ſupplyed them with all things 
uſetull, and convenient ; yea the common 
mother, that firlt teemed them, and the 


muſt be Commune Sepulchrum tao, the 
common Sepulchre , and the grave to bu- 
ry them , and forever to lodge them, till 
a powertull reſurrection :. what chvy 18 
here ? of Eteocles and Polymces( two bro- 
thers) its ſayd, that their hearts were not 
more at ods in lite, [then their flames were 
in theirdeath divided ; To prevent there- 
| fore theſe future diviſions , ( fith wealth 
gave occaſioneven togreat Saints to ipart, 
as (to Lot and Abraham ) which often, as 
the Vultures upon Prometheus, gnaw up- 


long,till that is made good 1n the Pialmilt, 
thele goods were gotten with much care 
by the progenitors , but now they can- 


not tell who ſhall *enjoy them ; whether 
they 


on the body of an. unordercd eſtate, 16 


| 


nurſe that cheriſhed them ; fo e're long, it | 


( 
þ 


| 
| 
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the Lawyer, or the iffue, orneither : To 
cut oft, I tay, theſe following dangers, and 
to leave behind you, what may rather 
make to live, and love,and not to! fal-out 
as brethren, ( for what ” ods to that of 
brethren disjoynted 1n affeGtion ?) let us 
all be exhorred, as in the firſt place to "lay 
up, as God ſhall *enable, forour children 
(for not {o doing what are wee elfe but 
*worle then Infidels ? ?yca,) how do your 
laviſh, and profuſe wantons, living in the 
world, as the Leviathan in the Sea, only 
co take paſtime, and {port themſelves in 
* rioting and drunkennefle,in chamberin 

and wantonnefle , ma finfull prodigality 
both of time, and eſtates; ; how do they, I 


lay, by this ( {inning withall againſt, and 


provoking their children ) even draw 


out almoſt all their ſubſtance to the bot- 
tome ? and lo leave their iflne after them 
not only as Adombezek, without thumbs, 


| and toes, nor as Hanmn ucd King Davids 


ſervants, thaven by the one ( halte, ) and 
cut off in therr garments to the (® middle |- 
| but as Solomon faith of the whore, and the 


V _ drunkard, þ 
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drunkard, they are often brought to a.* 
morliell of bread, and go cloath'd in” rags; 
being not {eldom- more miſcrablc in the 
want of * education, then of revenues; 
their Parents over-laviſhneſſe,asthat land, 
that did *cate up 1ts owne inhabitants, 
*devouring with Pharaoþ's lanke heifers, 
the fair & the.tat kine ; whole milk ſhould | 
have nouriſhed the children that ſurvive 
them : good God! what a grofle miſtake 
1s here of the right liberality ? There 1a 
liberality of expending , which maketh 
a good man, like the fieldsin Egypt over- 
flown by Nilus, the richer foyle ; its cal- 
led by divines, hberalitas charitative lar- | 
gitatis; and of this its true , what King | 
Solomon long lince experimented, ſaying, | 
the Jibcrall ſoule ſhall be made © (fat;) no 
one mite this way layd out, but ts like 
that graine of muſtard ſced, in the goſpell, 
It grows up unto a great *trec of an after | 
encreale; but there 1s another kind, which | 
is, (though abuſively ) called Liberalitas , 
prodige effuſions ; which is not indeed, in 


its ſelte fiznply conſidered, a liberality, 


(ave ' 


p 
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fave only xd|a S:Za, in the falle opinion 
of a looſe Epicure; and 1s, intruth, nought 
clic but a prodigall effi ion; andlioit 
proves eyther, as that ſame water of the 
woman of Telpab, which being ſpilt on 
theground,cannot be *gatheredup again, 
orelfe 1t will, as that i]] word in the pri- 
mitive times of Chriſts Church , of that 
aire of erroneous TeachersHymenerxs and 
Philerns; te will be as a'canker;or gangrene; 
fretting tb the very conſuinption ot polte- 
rity; thus doe thele godletſe Atheiſts 
whole names the Lord ®puts out, even as 
x andle in the lnufte, from Wh heaven 
for it, and makes them talte of corruption 
even before they dy_) thus, I lay , by this 
meanes do they , as the evil [ſpirit did rhe |. 
b {wine into the Sea » precipute and hur- 
ry oftrmes their un- bred poſterity, into an 
engulfing contuſion ; their fathers throat 
was the ' Open lepulchre. of their juſt pa- 
trimonies : holy Abraham, though he was 
the hoſpitableſt man alive, inſomuch ,that 
ſtancng | in his tent doorc, -his hoſpitality 
offercd it ſelf after a fort, he evcry obvious 
V 2 pal- 
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IHeb.13.2, 


"Ge.25- 5,8. 


'} * Romed.1. 


| © Gal.3. 29, 
? Fobu 8. 39- 


| vide a patrimony; 1 alſo, was he as pro- 


| 


paſſenger; and by that meanes entertain- 
ned Angels unawares,in whole welcome, 
I believe, he ſpared no fit colt ; yet would 
he not forget , that he had an Iſaac for 
his heire too, and many other children, 
and favorites, to provide tor, for after 
time ; and as he was firſt carctull to pro- 


vident, and Religious withall, to dilpoſe, 
(even ” before his diſſolution) of what he 
had provided ; to which like practite; let 
us (\ that I may once more renew my ex- 
hortation, in this particular }) beallad- 
moniſhed ; herein_ imitating him, oux 


"Lalels6.23. 


"Gen. 25.11s 


] boſom; we read that after Abrahams death, 


"father, that is, the Pattern, of our faith, 


and pradice, and indeed, faith our Savior, 
1f we were truly Abrabam's (ons, and chil- | 
dren (as, ifwe beleeve artght, we cannot | 
*ut be ) we would do the * workes of 
Abrabam ; that at Jaft we may not faile ta 
ſharc in the {weet comforts of Abraham's 9 


there was a good iflue of his providence, 
for God'blefled bis ſon Iſaac,&c. Thus, as 
our Prophet,in my text,adviſeth his good 


Prince 


| 
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Prince,letus all be ſeaſonably exhorted,tq 
{ct our houſe in order: Myſpeech nowlike, 
Hezekzab on this'his ſuppoſed death-bed,is 
ready to be diſſolved ; tufler it to gaſpe a 
few minutes more, and it ſhall expre. » . | 
Ye have heard, what it is to ſet our 
houſe in order, and the benefit thereot : 
our worthy ' Brother,and my deare friend'| > 7c 
here departed ; a man not more reſpective 
of my perſon, than a protefled profitable 
Auditor of mine. ' He was not now to 
ſeeke to-levell his accompt with God, nor 
to ſet the {pirituall houle of his foule 1n 
order ; having had, (before this, }) often 
(enfible intimations within him of the de- 
cay of Nature ; the ſtroke indeed of death 
it felfe, and the ſummons rhereoi was | 
ſomewhat  {uddaine 5 ( but a Very tew * We of this 
honres before his diflolution) yet not the SLE? 
expeCation ; and (urely death can never | "eu i 
be too ſuddaine, if it be not unlooked | 4exh, of per- 


{ons of no 


for ; from a ſaddaine and (unlooked) for | meane quali- 
death, good Lord deliver us; but he that, | I 
with Saint Payl, dyes *dayly to finnc,and [919% 

f : : : _ - Cor, IF-31. 
with King Dad, carryeth his toule al- 


T2 wayes | 
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waycs in his *hand, in expecation of a 
diffolution , can never be unhappy in the 
((pecdieſt)) paſſage, from the body into 
Heaven ; and he that lives ? well, canne- 
ver dye i]l. The manner of his deceaſing, 
I know not to what better to reſemble, 
than to S* Peters comming unto Chriſt 
upon the waters, * Matth. 1 4. 29, 30, 31. 
when S* Peter was bid to come, ( forhe | 
would not adventure on ſo high a buli- 
nefſe, without. a' warrantable command 
firſt from his Lord Chriſt) he was-catuc. 
downe out of the ſhip, and he walked 
on the water, to-goe to Jeſus; but - when 
he {ſaw the winde boiſterous; . he was.a- 
fraid ; and beginning to ſinke, he'cryecd, 
laying, Lord ſave me; and immediately: 
Jeſus ſtretched forth his hand, and caught. 
him : even 16, he, *early- on the * Loxds' 
day, in conſcience of Chriſts command, 
to ?viſite his Temple, and not to, forlake 
the © aſſembly of the Saints 3 ariſing, and | 
as S* Peter from the ſhip, going downe 
from his bed, was about to fit himlelte to 
goc to Jeſus, though not on the Sea, yet 
* in 


1 be Saints Dutie. 15t | 


inthe Temple; where he knew he might 
in his Word, as otd Smrzeon did in his 
4 Armes, embrace him ; and where he was | *1uje 2, 28. 
no ſlacke, but a frequent and CGiligent vi- | 
{iter 'of lim, anda: fincere honourer 

(without faction , withour ofteritarion ) 
of his worſhip : b: it as he atliyed to g9e, 
loe, the winde was boiſtero!s , Death 
Gntnons lum ; and beginning +5 ! (ace, 
(not in deſpaire, ) but under rovily 
weakneſle, he cryed out, ſaying, as Saint 
Peter. Lord ſave me 310 he; Lord be merci- 
full unto me ; and ſpcedily jeſus caught 
him ; and (as T am pertwaded ) comman- 
ded _ good Angell to carry up his-loule | | 
into the © manſion of blitle, ! prepared |; /; 
tor him from the beginning of the world. | 
Itis a notable both {1gnc, and: cttcct of 
true taith , mn "luddaine] (8 extremities) | . 11, 1 ord, | 
'to cxaculate holy defires, and with the | © & _ 

| wings of our firſt choughts co flye up in-| i 13 {ond 


. oe 


| ſtantly to the throne of grace for prelc eas on 


_ 


J! */1.2 3 C $.34- 


the H:; te at 
| fuccour : Upon ( dchheration) it 18 pol-| he Ne « 16 
lible ti hat hath b leſlt tan: pu 4% 
| ble ior a man that hath becne carelelle, | .-- 1. 3 


Wh prophanc , by good meanes to be | 
drawne 
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ba. Cor. 12. 4. 


i Fob 32. 18, 


k 2. T11m.1.16. 


' Job 29+ 15. 
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drawne to holy diſpoſitions ; but on the 

(ſuddaine ) a man will appeare as he is; 

what ever 1s moſt rife in the heart, will 

come forth at the mouth : 1t is good to 

obſerve how our | ſurprifalls ] finde us; 

the reſt is but torced, this 18 naturall ; 

out of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth ſpeaketh : And when the ſtrings of 
ſpeech are broken , and the outward fen- 
ſes have loſt quite their externall pro- 
tpects ; who knows what things of zoy 
bun{peakable, in that abftention of the 
foule from the body, as S* Pat in his rap- 
 ture,a good wan (though ſeized (addainly 
by death, ) may hearc? Should I herenext 
beſtow my ſeltc in a copious Panegyrick, 
I ſhould finde an houre more too little 
to diſpatch my laudatory Oration ; as E- 
kbs, in Job,faid, on another occaſion, I am | 
| full of matter ; F could tell you, how, as 
Oneſephorns did S* Payl, he oft * refreſhed 
the bowells of the poore and impotent ; 
he was as /eyes to the blind, as a ſtaffe 
and feet to the lame ; and what a great 


® Rom. 15. 3. | 


and a ſecret ” helper of poore Tradelfmen 


in 
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[in the dead time of Trading and how 
carefull to fee the hirelings ® wages di{- 
charged; let them acknowledge, who, I 
beleeve, ſhall hereafter finde him wan- 
ting ;' and for fidelity to his friend, no, 
* faithfull Achates ever out-went hi; : 
nor was Jonathan ever more true. to Da- 
wid, or David to Jonathan ;, of whom 
yet we rcad, that in their lives they were 
lovely and pleatant , and in their deaths 
they were not *divided: were theſe ver- 
tues capable of bequeathment, I could 
wiſh that he had left them as Legacies to 
all that yer live, and ſurvive him., But I 
muſt remember, that I am now in the 
Pulpit, not at the Deke; onely let me 
adde this, as the concluſion of all, C which 
alſo my entire aftection to his memory 
| urgeth from me ) He was a true Natha- 
niel , an Iiraclite indeed, im whom was 
no knowne, no approved , or allow- 
cd 9 puile : and ſuch as theſe were 


they whom Caz1sTcommended, and 
hee, faith Par, 1s ' approved , whom 
the (Lok ») commendeth ; and what 


1s 
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is CHR15TS approbation-, but. the 
ſure earneſt of an cternall glorificati- 
on ? - 


. My beloved Chriſtians; we lave much 


to anſwer to Almighty Godtor pious and, 


good examples ; and whois there amongſt | 


| us, but muſt be forced to cry out, Lord 


be inercifull unto rme- in-chis? Now at] 
laſt yer, Ict us 'cleanſe our hands 7 and 
puritie our! hearts, as S* James. adviſech 


worſt of times, and the beſdof ends; let 
us * continually carry our foules: as 1n'our | 
hands ,. ready to reſigne them unto the 
hatids of the God, that by infuting « crea- 
ted them ; and by creation infuſed them : 

We have breath yet indeed, but tis but 
in our "noſtrills, ready each moment 
to give up. Wherefore let us, with King 
David, * (et the Lord alwayes beforc. us, 


Jet us ? {fanctifhie this Lord God in our 
hearts. Many know God , but yet they 
( * forget) him, ſaith the Prophet ; that 
is, as Saint Pay interprets, they doe 


nor 


T be Saints Dutie. | 155 hy 

Ah Wn | 
not like to * rcteine God in their know-! * Rem. 1, 28. 
ledge , that is, to (* acknowledge) him | * !Uece jur- 
to be ſuch a God as he hath reycaled him- | pmrmgy 
ſelte to be, m all his glorious attributes of, 7", £7": 


| 20 poſe. $.Cy- 


Omnipotency , Ommniſciency , Onmi- | Pris. 4 1- 
* . » . » un; fr. ULat ate, 
prelence, Infiniteneſle , Eternity ; did | /#. s. 


we not onely know , but allo (acknow- 
ledge) and|_ * conſider | thele things a- |* 77a. 45.10. 
right ; did we labour thoroughly to lay "Iſt. 42. 25. & 
them to our hearts, to *ponder them by Tea 107.43 
continuall meditation, and as we ought, 
to be | afte&ed ] with them ; it could 
not be, but that we ſhould often remem- 
ber how Eternity depends upon a mo- 
ment ; how great ah *account every one | ;p97014.12- 
of us, even from the *{ecret and * hidden | *'- <4 5. 
workes of darknefle, to an " idle word, _— : 
muſt in particular make to this. 'great] 
God, and * rightcous Judge of-'all the © pry 
earth ; when, after dcath, wee muſt all 
" appeare before his dreadtull Tri- 
bunall, and awtull featc. of Judgment : 
how could we then, but, as Exoch, walke | 
(*with) God, and with Abraham, (* be- _ ny 
fore) God? as alwaycs in his preſence ; 
| X 2 as 


+ Cor 5. Il'O, 


at ct  — ” On cues _— 


PHeb. 4-13» 
4 Pſal. 1 39-1. 
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F Phil.? ,2Q, 


'Matth,25 - 4. 


UReV. 22. 20, 
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as to whole eyes all things lye open and 
P naked; yea, asone who knoweth all our 
thoughts, Jong3 before they be, and when 
they are,findeth them all tobe but * vain: 
certainely,did we leriouſ]y[ conſider ]this, 
we would in our ſeverall places, ipeedily | 
ſet our houſes in order ; whether it be the 
houſe ſpiritual], Corporall , Myſticall , 
Ecclefiaſticall, Secular, or economicall; 
our Converſation would be in heaven , e- 
ven whileſt we arc alive here upon earth : 
And ſo being ready , as the good * Vir- 
gins with oyle in our lamps , how zoytully* 
may we meet our Bridegroom,, and cry 
out, withthiole bleſſed Spirits, "Come Lord 
|.Feſis, come quickely : This foregoing pre- 
paration made the ancient Martyrs to 
' embrace death, as the proceme unto 1m- 
mortal ity ) uaply cs $5 TYs Maprupas, 
TY; uYu xabawep p awegoipuoy | alwaoias _ 
| kavaToy agwraraperys, as IſedorePeluſotatold 
| his good friend Theor : Labour we to get 
the meditation of the Lord, thus to be- 
come, as David profeſled , ? {weet unto 
us; we ſhall then, with St. Paul, groane 
| under | 
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ce Es 
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under the * miſery of this body of death | :x:».7.:4 
even "long tobe diflolved, andto be with| ,,,,.. 
Chriſt, which is beſt of all ; Lord open 
thou our dim, yea our blirid eyes;that, we 
may fee him; faſten our hearts upon him 
by a lively Faith alwayes; give us right 
apprehenfions of thee , and heavenly 
things, that living the life of thine * obe-, _ 

dient children, and faythfull ſervants in a ns 6s, 
converiation ©ordered aright 3 wee may 4 
{o honor thee our good God, here in this 
life of grace below; that in the end of 
all, wee may enjoy the fulnefle of thy 
promiſed, and *prepared glory above | 
'in Heaven , even at thy right hand, 
at whoſe right. hand are * pleaſures for 
evermore ; even where there 1s health 
without ſickneſle, lite without death, joy 
without ſorrow, even joy 'unſpeakeable, 
and full of glory ; And that 'only and a- 
lone for his fake, who hath fo dearely 
bought us, Jeſs Chriſt the ® righteous, |, ... 
| to whom with thee, © Father , and thy | *17=-=-1. 
blefled ſpirit , three all-glorious perſons, | _ 
| one ſuite, and alf-o'-3r190s God, ( our | | 
| % J God | 7 i 
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God,) be given of us,and of all thy Saints, 
all glory, praiſe, dominion, and Salvation, 
inthe Church, by Cx 15T Jes us 
throughout all ages, World withont end. 
Amen. 1 | 
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